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SPACE SHUTTLE 
DELVING INTO HISTORY OF FLORIDA’S — AND AMERICA’S — MOST FAMOUS VEHICLE

CELEBRATING THE

SPACE SHUTTLE SPACE SHUTTLE 

Atlantis rolled to its permanent 
home at the Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex in 
2012. The spacecraft made 
the final Space Shuttle flight 
in 2011. President Richard 
Nixon announced on Jan. 5, 
1972, that America would build 
and fly reusable, horizontally-
landing spacecraft as its next 
step into space.  

Photo by Bill Ingalls courtesy of NASA 
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Have you

Relocated
Moved??

� en you probably want your
Veteran Voice subscription to follow. 

Please call or email us with your new address.

Be sure to include the following information:
• Your Full Name
• Old Address
• New Address
• Phone Number

Contact us today with your new information 
or any questions that you may have.
(772) 247-0123  or 
change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

Eissey Campus Theatre
11051 Campus Dr, Palm Beach Gardens

January 13, 2018
Showtime 8:00 PM

For tickets call 877-592-2787
or online

www.honorflightsefl.org/events
Proceeds will benefit Honor Flight

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
HONOR FLIGHT

PROUDLY PRESENTS



www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com VETERAN VOICE • JANUARY 4, 2018 • 3

The Indian River Woodcarv-
ers Club is celebrating its 
sixth year of giving handmade 
walking canes to Purple Heart 
recipients. 
“It’s our way of saying thank 

you,” Lloyd Lasenby, coordina-
tor of the club’s Purple Heart 
Cane Program, said. “Especially 
to the World War II veterans.” 
The Indian River Woodcarvers 

Club annually crafts dozens of 
personalized canes for veter-
ans who request them. The 
National Navy UDT-SEAL Mu-
seum hosts the yearly ceremo-
ny at which the club gives the 
canes to the veterans. 
The next ceremony will be on 

Saturday, Jan. 20, at 1 p.m. 
It’s free and open to the pub-
lic. The museum is at 3300 N. 
State Road A1A, Fort Pierce.
To qualify for the canes, vet-

erans must be combat wound-
ed and be able to attend the 
annual ceremony. Lasenby 
verifies requesters’ qualifica-
tions. 

“I’ve got to meet so many peo-
ple I consider heroes,” Lasen-
by said. 
Lasenby is an Army veteran 

who served in Vietnam. 
The Vietnam Veterans of 

America Michel F. Bradley 
Chapter 566 Port St. Lucie, 
will be on hand for the annual 
Purple Heart Cane Ceremony. 
The chapter provides an honor 
guard. 
“It’s quite the crowd that goes 

to that,” Michael Kiper, vice 
president of the chapter, said.

Hundreds of Canes
 
The Purple Heart Cane Proj-

ect has given more than 200 
canes to veterans from all 
branches and eras of service 
during the previous five cere-
monies. 
“I’m working on cane number 

293,” Lasenby said. 
The canes feature bald eagle 

heads for grips along with the 
names, ranks, and branches 
of service of the recipients. 
Lasenby said a few people will 
work on each cane. 
“From start to finish, it’s 

about a month, one to two 
months,” he said.  
Most of the canes are made 

with basswood. 
“It’s a strong wood that’ll 

stand up to use,” Lasenby 
said. 

Quality investment

Additionally, the wood is 
relatively soft, giving it two 
important qualities — it’s good 
for shock absorption, and is 
forgiving to less experienced 
carvers. 
“By the time we buy the wood 

and get (a cane) presented, 
we’ve got $35, $40 invested,” 
Lasenby said. 
The club has individual and 

corporate donors who help 
cover the costs.   
“We go out to the communi-

ty and get donations to buy 
the wood, so the carvers don’t 
have to buy the wood,” Lasen-
by said.

Varied recipients
 
Recipients have represented 

a wide swath of veterans. For 

example, Medal of Honor re-
cipient Melvin Morris received 
a cane from the Indian River 
Woodcarvers. 
“I’ve got on this (upcoming) 

presentation two gentlemen 
who were wounded at the 
Battle of the Bulge,” Lasenby 
said. “And I’ve got a father and 
son.” 
The father was injured in 

Vietnam and the son in Iraq.  
Florida has about 1.3 million 

wartime veterans. There’s no 
national or state registry of 
Purple Heart recipients, so it’s 
impossible to know how many 
live in the Sunshine State. 
However, a little more than 

12,000 have the Purple Heart 
license plates according to the 
Florida Department of High-
way Safety and Motor Vehi-
cles. It’s unlikely that everyone 
who’s been awarded the ven-
erable medal living in Florida 
has the tag, but it’s safe spec-
ulation to say a large percent-
age do. 

To find out more about the 
Purple Heart Cane Project, visit 
www.indianriverwoodcarvers.
weebly.com. 

Indian River Woodcarvers prepare for
Purple Heart Cane Ceremony
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photos courtesy of the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum 

LEFT: The Indian River Woodcarvers Club has given away about 200 customized, 
handmade canes to veterans over the last five years. The club will have its annual 
Purple Heart Cane Ceremony at the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum on Saturday, 
Jan. 20. 

TOP: The Vietnam Veterans of America Michael F. Bradley Chapter, Port St. Lucie, 
will be on hand again to provide the honor guard at the annual Purple Heart Cane 
Ceremony at the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum on Saturday, Jan. 20. 
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Jan. 5 is date in history few 
remember as momentous. 
But, it had an enormous effect 
on local and international 
history. On that day in 1972, 
President Richard Nixon and 
NASA administrator James 
Fletcher told America what 
was next in space. 
“I have decided today that the 

United States should proceed 
at once with the development 
of an entirely new type of 
space transportation system 
designed to help transform the 
space frontier of the 1970’s 
into familiar territory, easily 
accessible for human endeavor 
in the 1980’s and ‘90’s,” the 
president said in a statement. 
Today we know that step into 

space by a familiar moniker 
Nixon used in that 1972 state-
ment — the Space Shuttle. 

Famous Missions

The official name was the 
Space Transportation System. 
From 1981 to 2011, the space 
shuttles flew 135 missions 

that spanned 1,323 days in 
orbit. Perhaps the crowning 
achievements were helping to 
construct the International 
Space Station and launching 
the Hubble Space Telescope.
But the five space shuttles 

that went into space had in-
numerable other accomplish-
ments. For example, Sally Ride 
became the first American 
woman in space on STS-7 in 
1983. Guion Bluford, the first 
black man in space, followed a 
couple months later on STS-
8. Astronaut Bruce McCand-
less made the first untethered 
spacewalk ever from Challeng-
er during STS-41. 
The whole idea of a reusable 

space shuttle predated the 
Mercury program. 

Foreseeing the Future

Before there were splash-
downs, satellites or even a 
NASA, the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics 
was considering the whole 
idea of space travel. The folks 
there figured the best way to 
return from space was with 
horizontal landings. The North 
American X-15 near-space air-
craft evolved from the NACA’s 

Celebrating the Space Shuttle 
Delving into history of Florida’s — and America’s — most famous vehicle

work on that waylaid idea of 
horizontal landings. 
President John F. Kenne-

dy made reaching the moon 
by the end of the decade as 
America’s top space priority in 
1961. An orbital space shuttle 
would have to wait.  
But even as NASA progressed 

through the Mercury, Gemini 
and Apollo programs, concep-
tual and experimental work 
continued on horizontal land-
ings and reusable spacecraft. 
In 1966, the Northrop HL-10 
helped NASA see the concept 
in action with actual landings 
from near space. As the moon 
was coming closer to Ameri-
ca’s reach, NASA started work 
in 1968 to develop an integrat-
ed launch and re-entry vehi-
cle. 

Concept of Reusibility

When Nixon entered the 
White House in 1969, he got 
to work backing the idea of a 
reusable spacecraft. Less than 
two years later, he was ready 
to remake the space program 
toward that goal. 
“The new system will dif-

fer radically from all existing 
booster systems, in that most 
of this new system will be 
recovered and used again and 
again — up to 100 times,” Nix-
on said in the 1972 statement. 
“The resulting economies may 
bring operating costs down as 
low as one-tenth of those pres-
ent launch vehicles.” 
In an accompanying state-

ment, NASA’s Fletcher told the 

world that America was ready 
for the new space challenge. 
“As indicated in the Presi-

dent’s statement, the studies 
by NASA and the aerospace 
industry of the Space Shut-
tle have now reached a point 
where the decision can be 
made to proceed into actu-
al development of the space 
Shuttle vehicle.”

Brought to Fruition
 
America would go through 

Nixon’s and two more pres-
idencies and start a third 
before Columbia was ready to 
prove the ideas of horizontal 
landings and reusable space-
craft. 
On April 12, 1981, STS-1 Co-

lumbia was on the pad at the 
Kennedy Space Center with 
two Navy men — commander 
John Young and pilot Robert 
Crippen — ready for a 55-hour 
inaugural flight. By coinci-
dence, it was the 20th anniver-
sary of the launch of Vostok 1, 
the first manned spaceflight. 
The 122-foot orbiters con-

tinued into space until 2011. 
Most with seven-member 
crews, although the shuttles 
could seat eight. Atlantis took 
the final flight on July 8 that 
year for STS-135. It returned 
to Earth on July 21.  
But it was on Jan. 5, 1972, 

that America found out those 
wondrous 30 years of the 
Space Shuttle missions were 
coming.   

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Did you enjoy
reading this edition?

Subscribe to
Veteran Voice Today.

Complete the Sign Up Form on page 7.
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With a name like Fort Pierce, 
military history’s got to be 
there. The second annual Fort 
Pierce History Fest will be on 
Saturday, Jan. 13, on South 
2nd Street, in downtown, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
“One of the presentations 

we’re going to have — at 1:30 
(p.m.) — is on Fort Pierce and 
how it was established as a 
fort in 1838,” Gregory Enns, 
event organizer, said. 
Back in the 1830s, the U.S. 

government decided to remove 
the Indians in the young Flor-
ida Territory and move them 
to Oklahoma. By then, most 
of the Native Americans left in 
Florida were absorbed into the 
emerging Seminole nation. The 
decision sparked the Second 
Seminole War in 1835. 
In 1837, Lt. Col. Benjamin 

Pierce headed down the Indian 
River to establish a fort, so the 
government could start issu-
ing land grants to settlers un-
der the Armed Occupation Act. 
Pierce was from New Hamp-
shire and attended Dartmouth 
College. But a couple years 
into his law studies, the War 
of 1812 broke out. 

Career Soldier

Pierce enlisted into the Army 
as a lieutenant. He’d go on to 
serve 38 years — a lot of that 
time in Florida. Pierce served 
at Fort San Carlos in Pensaco-
la, Fort Defiance in Micanopy, 
and of course, at Fort Pierce.    
Fort Pierce, a palmetto log 

structure, was only around for 
a few years. Not a lot of his-
tory books dedicate chapters 
to Fort Pierce. It was never 
the site of any recorded piv-
otal battles. But, it does get 
to make one boast. A young 
officer by the name of William 
Tecumseh Sherman served 

there. 
“He wasn’t a general at the 

time,” Enns said. 
Sherman, of course, is best 

remembered for the well-
known Savannah Campaign, 
better known as Sherman’s 
March, taking some 62,000 
Union soldiers through Geor-
gia practicing what he called 
“hard war.” His soldiers had 
no supply lines, so they took 
what they needed from farms, 
homes and businesses, and 
left vandalism and destruction 
behind to cripple the Confed-
erate state’s agricultural and 
industrial productivity. Sher-
man, to this day, is beloved 
and despised for his auda-
cious march. It’s, of course, 
impossible to know how 
Sherman’s time in Fort Pierce 
shaped his military decisions.

End of the Fort
  
By 1842 Fort Pierce was de-

commissioned as the Second 
Seminole War ended. 
“I believe by that time home-

steaders were living in it and 
that’s how it caught fire,” 
Enns said. 
The fort burned down in 

1843. The site is part of the 
Old Fort City Park in Fort 
Pierce. The St. Lucie County 
Regional History Center has 
artifacts from the fort. 
After Fort Pierce closed there 

were still settlers in the area, 
and tensions still existed 
with the Seminole. In 1851, 
Capt. Erastus Capron occu-
pied what was an outpost of 
Fort Pierce in what is now St. 
Lucie Village. That was Fort 
Capron. The 1st U.S. Artillery 
abandoned the fort in 1858 as 
the Third Seminole War was 
winding down. 

Not Done Yet

Fort Pierce had more military 
history to make. One of the 

most amazing parts it’d play in 
military history is encapsulat-
ed by the National Navy UDT-
SEAL Museum. Fort Pierce is 
where the Navy established its 
Amphibious Training Base in 
1943, and the Navy Scouts & 
Raiders — the predecessors 
to SEALs — were born. By 
the time the training facility 
closed, about 140,000 train-
ees went through it. About 
3,500 for the Naval Combat 

Demolition Units training, the 
forerunner of the Underwater 
Demolition Teams. 
Enns said the museum will 

have displays at the festival. 
There’s no admission costs 

for the festival. Among the of-
ferings is military re-enactors. 

More about the history fest is 
at www.indianrivermag.com. 
The magazine is one of the fes-
tival co-sponsors. 

Lt. Col. Benjamin K. Pierce left college early to serve in the War of 1812. He stayed 
in the military for 38 years and served many of them in Florida. Pierce established 
Fort Pierce in 1838 during the Second Seminole War. Today the name lives on as the 
county seat of St. Lucie County. 

2nd Annual Fort Pierce history
celebration slated
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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While little Ava McKenzie Mann 
became the first baby to be born 
in 2018 (Orlando, 12:02 a.m.) in 
Florida, one of the most famous 
New Year’s babies of all time was 
born in Boston in 1735 — Paul 
Revere.
Who can forget the tale of “one 

if by land, two if by sea” being 
shouted out as Revere rode madly 
toward Concord, Mass., to warn 
of an oncoming British regiment?
Or how about the famous Revere 

Ware, which fetches big money 
nowadays?
The real story of this storied pa-

triot is every bit as compelling as 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s fa-
mous poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride.”

Early Life
Revere was the third of 12 chil-

dren born to Huegenot refugee 
Apollos Rivoire (later anglicized to 
Paul Revere) and Deborah Hitch-
born, a member of a long-stand-
ing Boston family that owned a 
small shipping wharf.
He left school at the age of 13 to 

apprentice for his father, who had 
become a silversmith.
When his father died in 1754, 

Revere was too young to take over 
the family business, so he joined 
the Army during the French and 
Indian Wars in 1756. He didn’t 
stay in long — by August of 1757, 
he regained control of the family 
business and was married (he 
would become widowed and mar-
ry again, fathering 16 children 
altogether. Only one daughter 
outlived him.)

Lean Times
At the end of the French and 

Indian Wars, a recession gripped 
the British economy, and Revere’s 
business suffered. 
At one point, to make ends 

meet, he became a dentist, a skill 
taught to him by a local physi-
cian. One of his clients was Dr. 
Joseph Warren, who would go 
on to become a close friend and 
political ally. 
At another point, he was bare-

ly able to squeak out of having 
the family business attached by 
creditors.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

ABOVE: This postcard, printed 
in the 1940s, depicts Paul 
Revere, his house in Boston 
(now a museum) and Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem 
about Revere’s famous ride to 
warn patriots of British soldiers 
approaching Concord, Mass.

LEFT: This is the lantern hung 
in the Old North Church on 
April 18, 1775, made famous 
due to Paul Revere’s midnight 
ride to alert the towns outlying 
Boston of the British approach. 
The next day (April 19), the 
Battles of Lexington and 
Concord began the American 
Revolution. The lantern 
now resides in the Concord 
Museum, in Concord, Mass.

PROUD PATRIOT
PAUL REVERE’S COLORFUL CAREER INCLUDED STINT IN MILITIA

However, things gradually 
improved, and Revere was able 
to become more politically and 
socially active in the Boston com-
munity.

Gathering Clouds 
of Revolution
In 1765, King George III issued 

the Stamp Act, which decreed 
that anything printed on paper 
must taxed and stamped with an 
official symbol.
This and other taxes outraged 

the American colonists. It spurred 
Revere to join the Sons of Liberty, 
and he was one of the ringleaders 
of the Boston Tea Party. The Tea 
Party was held to protest surplus 
British tea being sold directly to 
colonists, instead of through co-
lonial merchants, and of course, 
heavily taxed on top of it.
From 1773 to 1775, Revere was 

a courier for the Boston Commit-
tee of Public Safety. It was his job 
to ride to Philadelphia and New 
York to report on the increasing 
unrest in Boston.

In 1774, the military governor of 
Massachusetts, General Thomas 
Gage, dissolved the provincial as-
sembly on orders from Great Brit-
ain. Governor Gage also closed 
the port of Boston and all over 

the city forced private citizens to 
quarter soldiers in their homes.

Full-fledged rebellion
According to Wikipedia:
“During this time, Revere and 

a group of 30 ‘mechanics’ began 
meeting in secret at his favorite 

haunt, the Green Dragon tavern, 
to coordinate the gathering and 
dissemination of intelligence by 
“watching the Movements of Brit-
ish Soldiers”. Around this time 
Revere also regularly contributed 

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See REVERE page 7  
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service
The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed 

away as of December 28. 
 

ELAINE B. FOX, AIR FORCE NURSE                      

CHARLES S. “RICK” RICKEY, NAVY, KOREA                          

RAYMOND WILIAM COOK, NAVY/AIR FORCE            

RUBIN L. WILKERSON, MARINE CORPS                

DANIEL C. KIVITZ, MARINE CORPS                          

EDGAR H. CLOTHIER, ARMY, KOREA                                             

KEITH MICHAEL JAMES, ARMY              

THOMAS JOSEPH DALEY, MARINE CORPS, KOREA            

DENNIS J. JUNGERS, COAST GUARD/MERCHANT MARINES            

ROBERT CHETWOOD ROBERTS Jr., ARMY, KOREA                       

DAVID CARL PETERSON, ARMY                      

PHILIP SCAFETTA Sr., ARMY                           

HAROLD STETSON, NAVY, WWII  

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for furnishing the 
names of the fallen veterans in our readership.
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politically charged engravings 
to the recently founded Patriot 
monthly, Royal American Maga-
zine.”
  In 1776, word spread that 

British troops were on the move. 
Dr. Warren requested that Re-
vere warn the Massachusetts 
Provincial Congress, then sitting 
in Concord. The town was also 
the site of a large cache of patriot 
weapons and ammunition, so Re-
vere’s warning enabled the cache 
to be safely moved and hidden 
elsewhere.
  A week later, British Gen. Gage 

and his regiment headed out of  

Boston toward Concord, having 
received intelligence on the arms 
cache. Revere and fellow patri-
ot William Dawes were one step 
ahead of them.

The Famous Ride 
and Later Disgrace
  Revere did not shout “The 

British are coming!” as has been 
popularly thought. In fact, the 
ride depended on secrecy, as 
many people in the towns he 
warned were British sympathizers 
or actual citizens.
  At Lexington, Revere was cap-

tured at a roadblock. He told the 
soldiers that a large militia was 
awaiting the oncoming British 
troops, and that they were “dead 
men.” The troops wisely decided 

not to press on to Concord, and 
withdrew.
  During the Revolutionary War, 

Revere served in the Massachu-
setts militia as a major. He was 
eventually assigned to an artillery 
unit.
  He was assigned to the Pe-

nobscot Expedition, which was 
designed to dislodge a British 
base, but the campaign turned 
into a complete fiasco, due to lack 
of communication and arguing 
between the Navy and Army.
  At one point, Revere was or-

dered to retrieve a barge that was 
drifting toward the enemy. He 
resisted, but then complied. How-
ever, he was asked to resign. He 
spent the next years asking for 
a full court-martial to clear his 
name, and he was finally exoner-
ated.

Later Years
  Revere returned to sil-

ver-smithing after the War. He 
pioneered the use of rolling mills 
for metal working, and eventually 
branched out into iron works. He 
made hundreds of church bells, 
and cannons for the government. 
After perfecting the use of roll-
ing mills for copper, he headed 
a large corporation called Revere 
Brass and Copper.
  He remained politically active 

all his life, and lived to age 83, 
passing away in 1816. His stand-
ing as a patriot rose substantially 
after Longfellow’s poem was pub-
lished in 1861, and he remains 
one of the most famous today.

REVERE
from page 6
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BREVARD COUNTY

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air 
Museum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and 
aviators to stop by the museum by plane. The pilots and their guests pay 
a $12 fee.   The breakfast is also open to the public as Museum visitors can 
also attend. Breakfast for visitors is free with paid admission to the Warbird 
Air Museum. Please RSVP by phone or email. The phone number is (321) 
268-1941 and the email address is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans 
Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City 
Blvd., Melbourne, for those who wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer 
cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., 
Melbourne. For more information, call (321) 254-9885.

First Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky 
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited 
to enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red 
Lobster, 215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt Island. All veterans invited 
to enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie 
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at (888) 
750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, via  
Jobs available in Brevard County, via Jobs: www.careersourcebrevard.

com – for local locations, visit www.employflorida.com for job listings. 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Third Saturday of the Month

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World War II veterans, monthly breakfast 
meeting, (at own expense) U.S Navy Armed Guard and Merchant Marines 
National Association, 9 a.m., Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N. Broadway 
St., Fellsmere. Informative and interesting speakers each month. Meeting is 
open to all. Please arrive early to get food order in before the kitchen gets 
busy. For more information call (772) 571-0230, ask for Korky.

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County 
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detachment of Marine Corps League, 7 
p.m., at the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River Drive, Sebastian. All veterans 
invited to enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Second Friday of the Month

Monthly meeting, United Veterans of St. Lucie County, 9 a.m., 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more information, visit uvslcinc.org. All 
welcome.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of America Michael F. Bradley 
Chapter 566, St. Lucie County, 7 p.m., Barnabas Christian Academy, 1860 SW 
Fountainview Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more information call (772) 359-1607.

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 
1150 S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come on out and enjoy some 
fellowship, help benefit area veterans and have fun at the same time. For 
more information, email clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 Detachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All 
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

CALENDAR
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CALENDAR
First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 
p.m., DAV Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more 
information, call (772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 
7:30 p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. 
Contact clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port 
St. Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Important date change

The Southeast Florida Honor Flight’s Virtual Honor Flight, originally 
scheduled for Nov. 4, has been rescheduled for Jan. 20, 2018.

Sunday, Jan. 21

Party, noon-5 p.m., Rio Commercial Center, 835 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen 
Beach. Benefits House-A-Vet to aid in assisting needy veterans. Food, 
fun, games, music. Free beer with “admission” (items such as backpacks, 
batteries, razors, canned meats, etc.)

Ongoing:

VFW Post 10066, Jensen Beach, notable events:
The kitchen for lunch one hour earlier – at 11 a.m. on weekdays (except 

Mondays). In January lunch hours will be 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Sunday’s 
Breakfast Brunch will remain from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. The kitchen will be closed 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The canteen will open at 11 a.m. both 
days.
 Live Music & special dinners every Friday night.

Second Sunday of the Month

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting, noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen 
Beach. Also, 
lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy 

Bob Fridays and Saturdays. For more information, call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah 
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to be announced. Also: Our VFW 
kitchen will reopen for lunches on Tuesday. Please welcome Chef Vince as 
he joins us this week. He will be serving lunch to the Friday BINGO crowd 
and dinner Friday night, serving meatloaf, mashed potatoes, Southern 
string beans, salad and lemon bar desserts for an $8 donation.
  Please stop by and show our new cook your support. For more 

information, call (772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, 
Jensen Beach. For more information, call (772) 334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., 
Sewall’s Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. 
Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port 
Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., 
DeBary: Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; Friday and Saturday, 10:30 
a.m. – 2 a.m.;
Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 p.m. Canteen telephone number is 

(386) 668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on both east and west sides of 
county:
On the East Side:  Veterans Acupuncture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 

204, Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. 
On the West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture Project, Deland Lions Club, 
400 North Garfield Avenue,
Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, 
Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 
p.m., 11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more information, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at 
least two weeks in advance, so that we may ensure your events receive 
timely publication.
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BOMB BUSTER - Explosive ordnance disposal 
officer meets challenges around the world

 
Lindsey Elder
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

When you talk to Army Maj. Nick 
Drury, you can tell right away he 
is proud of what he does and is 
remarkably calm for serving in 
one of the Army’s most dangerous 
professions.
Raised in Philip, S.D., he credits 

the patriotism and support of his 
small community as the strongest 
reasons for his enlisting in the 
Army when he graduated from 
high school.
“There were a number of World 

War II veterans and Vietnam 
veterans in my town that I knew,” 
he said. “I needed a job, and from 
talking to people, it sounded like 
it would be a good fit for me. I’ve 
always told people that there’s 
two things that basically saved 
my life, and that’s the Army and 
my wife.”
The explosive ordnance disposal 

officer and father of three daugh-
ters has seen a lot. With a gamut 
of assignments that have includ-
ed duty at Baumholder, Germa-
ny; Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland; professional military 
education at the Naval War Col-
lege in Newport, Rhode Island; 
and deployments to Bosnia and 
Iraq under his belt, he now serves 
as the deputy chief of operations 
for the 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command on Fort Shafter, Ha-
waii.

India is new frontier
His selection to attend the Civil 

Defense Officers Bomb Disposal 
Course at the Indian Army Col-
lege of Military Engineering in 
Pune, India, brings a new learn-
ing opportunity to his career.
“I’m very excited about this op-

portunity, not only to work with 
another partner nation, but also 
understanding the bomb disposal 
techniques and procedures — 
how they teach it, how students 
learn it, and how it’s incorporated 
into the Indian army,’ he said.

Important Relationship
The relationship between U.S. 

Army Pacific and the Indian army 
is an important one to regional 
and global security. Drury is one 
of only 10 U.S. Army officers se-
lected to attend professional mil-
itary education at Indian army’s 
invitation this year.
In addition to this professional 

achievement, Drury had a more 
personal reason to celebrate: he 
recently celebrated his 20th an-
niversary with his wife and high 
school sweetheart, Heidi Drury.
“We’ve basically known each oth-

er our whole lives,” he said. “We 
grew up in a small town in South 
Dakota, knew each other as kids, 
and started dating in Philip High 
School. After graduating, I en-
listed, so she’s been in the Army 
as long as I have. Throughout all 
the deployments, schools, moves 
and the training;, we’ve done it all 
together. I couldn’t do it without 
her.”

Galvanized by 9/11
Drury served as an infantryman 

for three and a half years in Ger-
many with the 1st Armored Divi-
sion’s 2nd Battalion, 6th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat 
Team, before transferring to the 
South Dakota Army Reserve. He 
served as a basic noncommis-
sioned officer course instructor 
as a sergeant while attending 
National American University 
full-time. The Sept. 11 attacks led 
him back to serving full-time.
“After Sept. 11 happened, I 

started seeing a lot of my friends 
getting ready for deployments, 
and I just felt like I needed to be 
a part of it,” he said. However, 
despite the small amount of time 
he had been away from the active 
Army, Drury was surprised by all 
the additional requirements the 
Army had for him to come back 

as a noncommissioned officer, as 
he wanted to. Knowing he wanted 
to serve again without the restric-
tions he was finding, he visited 
the local ROTC program instead.
“I didn’t necessarily want to go 

back into the infantry,” he said. 
“I wanted to do something differ-
ent. I wanted to go back in as an 
EOD [noncommissioned officer], 
but there was a whole bunch of 
conditions. I wasn’t willing to lose 
rank, and I didn’t want to go back 
to an additional basic training. 
So, I stood my ground and went 
over to the university’s ROTC 
department.”

Badge of honor
He completed an accelerated 

program with his previous service 
experience, and was commis-
sioned from the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology 
Army ROTC in 2003.
Officers must volunteer to be-

come qualified for EOD, and for 
Army officers, only those in the 
ordnance branch are eligible to 
apply. It is considered one of the 
most demanding and dangerous 
military specialties.
“Earning my EOD badge would 

really rate up there as one of the 
proudest moments in my career 
so far,” Drury said. “The school 
is long, and academically it was a 
little more difficult than I thought 
it would be. Anyone who has 
been through it will understand 
that it’s not just academics. 
“It’s a very anxiety-driven school, 

in that you’re being challenged so 
much for fear of failure. There’s 
a constant pressure on you to do 
well.”

Sharing knowledge
While his training may be of the 

greatest value to the EOD com-
munity, his presence represents 
the appreciation U.S. Army Pacif-
ic and the Indian army share for 
professional military education.
“I’m really looking forward to 

this opportunity to increase my 
understanding of India and the 
Indian army and their cultures,” 
Drury said. “There’s just this 
common link between the people 
who serve. I look forward to not 
only that shared understanding, 
but also because this is a bomb 
disposal school, learning the 
technical knowledge that every-
one brings.”

Photo by Army Maj. Lindsey Elder

Army Maj. Nick Drury, deputy chief of operations for the 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command, poses for a photo in his bomb-disposal gear during an explosive ordnance 
disposal training event. Drury was selected to attend the Civil Defense Officers Bomb 
Disposal Course at the Indian Army College of Military Engineering in Pune, India. 


