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Navy Lt. j.g. Shiju SantaNivas treats a patient aboard the Military Sealift 
Command hospital ship USNS Comfort in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Oct. 4. The 
ship is providing humanitarian assistance throughout the area. SantaNivas 
is an intensive care nurse assigned to Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center.   - Photo by Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Stephane Belcher
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!!!
1 Year Subscription (52 Weeks)

□ Individual Regular ................................$18/yr

□ Individual Veterans/Active Military .....$12/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 5 Veterans ..................$50/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 10 Veterans ..............$100/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 25 Veterans ..............$250/yr

□ Other ................................................. ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□ Enclosed check payable to:
           VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card

#_____________________________________

Expiration # _______________   CVC #_______
MAIL SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT TO:

Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487, Stuart, FL 34995-1487

BILL TO NAME: ___________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

PHONE:  _________________________________________________

GIFT TO NAME: ___________________________________________

GIFT TO ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans,
active military, their families and their friends.

The Voice of Experience
Veteran Voice

On Saturday Nov. 4, St Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, Merritt Island, 
will present its 33rd annual Holiday 
Fair. The Fair will run from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. at historic St. Luke’s Church, 
5555 N Tropical Trail, Merritt 
Island.  The Fair, a cherished 
tradition in Merritt Island, donates 
all of its proceeds to the Central 
Brevard Sharing Center. This year, 
a handmade queen-size quilt, 
“Cottages by the Sea”, pictured, 
will be raffled at the Fair. As noted, 
raffle tickets can also be obtained 
at the Central Brevard Sharing 
Center thrift shops in Cocoa and 
Merritt Island.

For more information, contact St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church at (321) 
543-5260, or at stlukesmi@cfl.
rr.com. 

Photo courtesy of Ron Davis

Holiday Fair to aid Central Brevard Sharing Center
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Don't miss 5th annual
'Jump Start' show
FOR VETERAN VOICE

Everyone is invited to the 5th 
Annual Jump Start Antique 
Car Show, slated for Saturday, 
Nov. 11, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at 
Velde Ford, 488 U.S. 1, Vero 
Beach.
The annual show raises funds 

for the Veterans Council of 

Indian River County to aid area 
veterans. It is sponsored by 
Ford  Powerstroke Diesel.
The show features all makes 

and models of classic cars.
There is a $10 pre-registration 

fee, and a $15 registration on 
the day. 
Please RSVP to Charlene Leb-

lanc at (772) 569-3400.

Veteran Voice’s own 
circulation associate and Air 
Force veteran Wayne Newland 
was recently elected and 
sworn in as Vice Commander 
of American Legion District 
12.
The district encompasses all 

of the counties from Titusville 
in Brevard to Jensen Beach in 
Martin.
The swearing-in ceremony 

took place at the Department 
of Florida Convention at the 
end of June, following the May 
elections.
Asked what his duties will be 

as Vice Commander, Newland 
said, “I am in charge of all of 
the Programs of the American 
Legion, for 23 Posts. We are 
encouragers.”
He explained, “The posts will 

come to us (at the district 
level) for advice and guidance, 
rather than us being 
involved in their day-to-day 
operations.”
Bruce Thurber, a member 

of Post 117 was elected 
Commander, and Chris 
Hamrick, also of Post 117, was 
elected Vice Commander in 
charge of Membership. 
According to District 12’s 

Facebook site:
“The March 1919 Paris 

Caucus set in motion The 
American Legion.

“The American Legion was 
chartered by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans 
organization. 
“Focusing on service to 

veterans, service members 
and communities, the Legion 
evolved from a group of war-
weary veterans of World War I 
into one of the most influential 
nonprofit groups in the United 
States. 
“Membership swiftly grew to 

over 1 million, and local posts 
sprang up across the country. 
Today, membership stands 
at over 2.4 million in 14,000 
posts worldwide. 
“The posts are organized into 

55 departments: one each for 
the 50 states, along with the 
District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, France, Mexico and the 
Philippines.
“Over the years, the Legion 

has influenced considerable 
social change in America, 
won hundreds of benefits 
for veterans and produced 
many important programs for 
children and youth.”
A current member of Post 

189, Sebastian, Newland 
has served two terms as Post 
Commander, and 3 ½ terms 
as Department Boy Scout 
Chairman. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force from 1955 to 
1959.
Those interested in joining 

the American Legion should 
visit floridalegion.org.
Here are answers to general 

questions on the website:

How do I join The 
American Legion?

Select the Join the Legion 
link on the front page of the 
website to get started. You 
may also contact someone at 
an American Legion Post of 
which there are approximately 
300 in the state of Florida. 
You can use the Post Locator 
to find a post near you.

Can I ask The American 
Legion to search its 
membership list and give 
me a current address and 
telephone number of an 
old Army buddy I want to 
locate?

The American Legion protects 
the privacy of its members 
and will not release such 
information. However, there 
are certain situations for 
mail to be forwarded to our 
members. Legion membership 
of the requester is required in 
most cases.

What can I do to get help 
with a VA claim?

American Legion Service 
Officers offer free advice 
and guidance for veterans 
who need to deal with the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). Check the Service 
Officer Directory for contact 
information of the officers in 
your area.

Veteran Voice associate named Vice Commander of Legion District

ONE OF OUR OWN

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

At left is Veteran Voice circulation 
associate and Air Force veteran 
Wayne Newland, member and 
past commander of American 
Legion Post 189, Sebastian. He 
was recently installed as District 
12 Vice Commander. With him, 
from left, are Bruce Thurber, 12th 
District Commander and member 
of Post 117, and Chris Hamrick, 
Vice Commander and member of 
Post 117.
 

Photo courtesy of Wayne Newland
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Veteran Voice
The Voice of Experience

The following is an update on pending 
legislation in Congress related to veterans.

For more information, visit govtrack.us.

S. 1881: Prioritizing Veterans Access to 
Mental Health Care Act of 2017

This bill’s text is now available.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 3, 2017 — Bill Text

H.R. 3933: Veterans Health Nurse Re-
cruitment and Retention Act of 2017

This bill’s text is now available.

Trackers: House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 4, 2017 — Introduced

H.R. 3940: To amend title 38, Unit-
ed States Code, to provide for housing 
stipends and supply fee payments under 
Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Pro-
gram for individuals affected by extended 
school closures due to natural disasters.

Sponsor: Rep. Ted Poe [R-TX2]

This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which will 
consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration.

1 cosponsor is on that committee.

Trackers: House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 4, 2017 — Introduced

H.R. 3949: To amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the desig-
nation of State approving agencies for 
multi-State apprenticeship programs for 
purposes of the educational assistance 
programs of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

Sponsor: Rep. Ro Khanna [D-CA17]

This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which will 
consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration.

2 cosponsors are on that committee.

Trackers: House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 4, 2017 — Introduced

H.R. 3946: To name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Statesboro, Georgia, the 
“Ray Hendrix Veterans Clinic”.

Sponsor: Rep. Rick Allen [R-GA12]

This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which will 
consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration.

Trackers: House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 5, 2017 — Introduced

S. 1951: A bill to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to establish a pilot 
program to award grants to nonprofit vet-
erans service organizations to upgrade the 
community facilities of such organizations.

Sponsor: Sen. Chris Coons [D-DE]

This bill was referred to the Senate 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which will 
consider it before sending it to the Senate 
floor for consideration.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 5, 2017 — Introduced

H.R. 3965: To authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to make grants to 
eligible organizations for the provision of 
transition assistance to members of the 
Armed Forces recently separated from 
active duty service and spouses of such 
members.

Sponsor: Rep. John Rutherford [R-FL4]

This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which will 
consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration.

Rep. John Rutherford [R-FL4] is a mem-
ber of the committee.

Trackers: House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs.

Oct 5, 2017 — Introduced

 

THIS WEEK IN VETERANS LEGISLATION

Photo by Architect of the Capitol
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as 
of OCTOBER 9:

   ALEXANDER WILLIAM LOUKAS, ARMY

STANLEY HEYER, ARMY, KOREA                                 

ALVIN LEE “BUD” ADAMS Jr., NAVY          

RALPH D. DeBLASIO, ARMY GREEN BERET, DESERT STORM/IRAQ      

FRANCIS ANTHONY CARDILLO, NAVY, KOREA                                

RICHARD THOMAS PALMER, NAVY, KOREA                                        

ALPHONSUS JOSEPH POLACKWICH, ARMY, WWII   

JOHN G. HAHNENBERGER, ARMY, WWII                                           

LEE BROCK, NAVY

KENNETH J. SEIFERT, NAVY, KOREA                                                    

GARLAND A. LONGHOUSER Jr., MARINE CORPS, KOREA      

GORDON ALBERT CHASE, NAVY                           

JOHN MARVIN JOY, AIR FORCE                                     

JOSEPH MALCOLM “BO” BEVIS, ARMY               

GEORGE DAVID GEYER, NAVY, KOREA                                                         

RICHARD S. GRANFIELD, ARMY                             

MARIROSE M. HARPER, RN,          VETERANS ADMINISTRATION          

ARCHIE ALVIN HENDRY, III, COAST GUARD                       

HOWARD R. JENNINGS, MARINE CORPS, WWII                             

DAVID A. STEWARD, MARINE CORPS, VIETNAM         

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for           
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.                            

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

In Puerto Rico, Department 
of Defense continues ongoing 
relief operations and is lean-
ing forward to rapidly deploy 
additional response capacity, 
expanding airfield throughput 
and positioning key leaders 
forward supporting FEMA’s ef-
forts to stabilize the situation 
in Puerto Rico and sustain 
life. DoD continues to support 
FEMA’s immediate objectives 
to complete hospital assess-
ments in PR and establish an 
island-wide commodities dis-
tribution plan. The situation 
in USVI continues to improve; 
shifting from response
to recovery.

Situation Update:

• Puerto Rico: Assessments 
are complete at 47 of 69 hos-
pitals, many facilitated by DoD 
helicopter lift support. Fuel 
and commodities distribution 
remains top priorities, with 
priority to hospitals.
DoD delivered fuel to 9 hos-

pitals and supported estab-
lishment of over 100 points 
of distribution, including 12 
Puerto Rico National Guard 
armories. US Army Corps of 
Engineers is providing 900 su-
per sand bags to shore up the 
Guajataca Dam spillway. The 
Civil Authority Information 
Support Element is supporting 
efforts by the territorial gov-
ernment to reach out to the 78 
municipalities. Eight airports 
are open, one airport remains 
closed. Five of six FEMA prior-
ity sea ports are open or open 
with restrictions, including, as 
of last night, the key port of 
Mayaguez (west side), daylight 
only, with 28-foot draft restric-
tion.
• USVI: Incident Support Bas-

es (ISBs) are being established 
on St. Thomas and St. Croix to 
distribute commodities.

DoD Response Details:

Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin 
Islands:
• Brig. Gen. Rich Kim arrived 

in Puerto Rico yesterday to es-
tablish a JFLCC1-Forward HQ 
and linked up with territorial 
authorities, and all compo-
nents of the Federal response 
effort.
• USNORTHCOM is deploying 

medical capabilities and am-
bulances.
• USTRANSCOM is trans-

porting, via C-5C, a large 
generator to power the critical 
Combined/Center Radar Ap-
proach Control facility in PR. 
This generator will enhance 
air traffic control capacity and 
increase the number of slot 
times at San Juan and other 
airports. 
• The ARG/MEU continues 

to provide first responder 
movement, commodities and 
fuel distribution, and route 
clearance capabilities; MEU 
helicopters are supporting 
movement of HHS hospital 
assessment teams.
• DLA’s initial shipment of 

100 trucks carrying diesel and 
gasoline fuel arrived by barge 
to San Juan on Oct. 2. DLA is 
continuing meal distribution 
efforts and working future 
requirements to support up to 
160 million meals for a 30-day 
period.
• The DHS Secretary has 

issued a 10-day waiver of 
the Jones Act, allowing the 
shipment of relief supplies by 
foreign vessels, from CONUS 
to Puerto Rico.

Foreign Disaster 
Assistance:

• Caribbean Region: USSOU-
THCOM JTF Leeward Islands 
(JTF-LI) continues to support 
DOS HA/DR operations in 
the Leeward and Windward 
Islands, conducting SAR op-
erations and evacuating U.S. 
citizens.

Aftermath
Ongoing DoD support to hurricane relief efforts

For more information please see these resources:

Hurricane Maria Special Reports:

https://www.defense.gov/News/Special-Reports/0917_hurri-

cane-maria/

Images/Video available for media purposes:

https://www.dvidshub.net/feature/HurricaneMaria/

More than 600 available images/footage available for media 

purposes:

https://www.dvidshub.net/feature/HurricaneMaria
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Virtual Honor Flight 
Making sure vets get same experience without boarding plane

Stuart-based Southeast Flori-
da Honor Flight has flown 2,400 
veterans to Washington, D.C., to 
see the memorials erected to their 
service. But. not all veterans can 
board jets and travel all day. Es-
pecially World War II veterans. 
Southeast’s 21st century answer 

— a virtual honor flight. 
“What we’re striving to do is 

make this virtual honor flight 
exactly the same as going to 
Washington (D.C), only without 
the travel,” Kathy Sreenan, public 
affairs, said. 
In other words, the distinc-

tive caps and T-shirts, supplied 
lunch, guardians, and an exu-
berant crowd at Operation Home-
coming. Just, no plane trip. 
The hub is planning its inaugu-

ral virtual honor flight for Satur-
day, Jan. 20. It’ll be at Suncoast 
Community High School at 1717 
Avenue S, Riviera.   
“It is open to World War II, Kore-

an War and Vietnam War veter-
ans who are physically unable 
to take a regular honor flight,” 
Sreenan said. 

From vets’ perspective
A “hub” is the name for local 

Honor Flight organizations. The 
virtual honor flight is a video pre-
sentation created by students at 
Suncoast. 
“On our April flight, we had 

some of their videography stu-
dents, and they took video all 
day,” Sreenan explained. She 
added, “They are creating this 
video from the veterans’ perspec-
tive.”
Students at the school have a 

longstanding relationship with 
Honor Flight. 
“Their history teacher, David 

Traill, is a volunteer for Honor 
Flight,” Sreenan said. “Every year 
he has his history classes raise 
money for Honor Flight.” 
The students are enthusiastic 

about the fundraising. 
“Over the years, they’ve raised 

more than $30,000 for Honor 
Flight,” Sreenan said. 
The hub started up in 2008. It 

does four flights a year, two in 
the spring and two in the fall. The 
last flight was on Sept. 23. The 
next will be on Oct. 28.
The Southeast Florida hub is 

one of three in the Veteran Voice 
coverage area. The others are 
Space Coast Honor Flight, which 
serves eastern Central Florida, 
and Honor Flight Central Florida, 
which serves from Osceola Coun-
ty north to Flagler. The latter has 
also taken veterans from Putnam, 
St. Johns, Clay and Duval coun-
ties.

Origins
 
Nationally Honor Flight started 

shortly after the World War II 
Memorial was opened on the Na-
tional Mall and Memorial Parks 
in 2004. The goal was to get as 
many World War II veterans to 
the nation’s capital to see their 
memorial as possible. 
As the population of World War 

II veterans diminished over the 
last decade, many local Hon-
or Flight hubs throughout the 
nation shifted to taking veterans 
from other wars to the National 
Mall and other locations around 
Washington, D.C., too.  South-
east started taking Korean War 
veterans in 2016. 
Sreenan said Southeast got the 

virtual honor flight idea from 
other hubs. 
“There are several Honor Flight 

hubs across that nation that do 
virtual honor flights,” she said. 
The hub will take applica-

tions for the virtual honor flight 
through November. 
“Right now, we need veterans 

for this event,” Sreenan said. “We 
really want 100 veterans. That’s 
what we’re looking for.” 
The veterans are allowed to take 

a guest each. Applications can be 
done online, or by mail. 

To donate to the Stuart hub, add 
a veteran to its waiting list, or ap-
ply for the virtual honor flight, visit 
www.honorflightsefl.org.

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

WW2 & Korean War Air Force veteran, Irving Manning of Lantana smiles aboard an early Honor Flight to Washington D.C. on September 23, 2017 - Photo by Sloan Mathis
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The Florida Department of Veteran Affairs 
is requesting more than $100 million from 
the Florida Legislature for its next fiscal year 
as the state’s veterans department aims to 
get work going on two nursing homes — Port 
St. Lucie and Orlando. The state now has six 
veterans nursing homes. 
“Some of it is a one-time purchase, like a 

vehicle for a nursing home,” Steve Murray, 
communications director, said.
Most of the request is for recurring expenses, 

such as paying medical staff to run the 
facilities.   
The majority of the FDVA’s budget comes 

from a few trust funds, not the state’s general 
budget. If the legislature approves the 
requests, about $8.3 million will come from 
the state’s general budget. The trust funds 
are financed by a variety of revenues, ranging 
from veterans-related specialty-tag sales to 
Medicare reimbursements.

Expansion of nursing homes
 
Some of the requested dollars in the 

proposed 2018-2019 budget are for expansion 
of the nursing homes. Additionally, some 
money will go through the FDVA to Veterans 
Florida, a state-created not-for-profit involved 
in veterans employment assistance and 
entrepreneurialism training.  
The Florida Legislature will have to approve 

the budget request during its next annual 60-
day session. 
“The 2018 Session is going to begin in 

January,” Murray said. 
Usually the legislature’s 60-day session 

is March to May, which is required in the 
state’s constitution on odd-numbered 
years. However, the legislature may vote to 
begin earlier on even-numbered years. The 
legislature voted for the early 2018 session in 
2016 
“The legislature has one requirement and 

that is to present a balanced budget and 

that’s it,” Murray explained.

Copas Home hires
 
The proposed budget includes hiring four 

supervisory-level employees as work on the 
Ardie R. Copas State Veterans’ Nursing Home 
begins. 
“We’re talking about key positions to be 

there throughout the construction in the local 
area,” Murray said. 
The idea is for people in key positions to 

literally know the home inside out when it 
opens. 
Construction of the Port St. Lucie 

veterans nursing home is slated to start 
next year. Murray said there should be a 
groundbreaking by summer. Once work 
starts, it’ll be about 18 to 24 months of 
construction.  When done, the home will 
have room for about 120 patients, as will the 
proposed Orlando veterans nursing home. 
“There is a former (Department of Veteran 

Affairs’) nursing home in the Orlando 
community of Lake Baldwin that we are 
hoping to turn into a new state veterans 
nursing home,” Murray said. “We’ve requested 
money again from the (state nursing home 
trust fund) for that facility.” 

Keys to Lake Baldwin

The federal veterans department gave the 
state the keys to its former nursing home at 
Lake Baldwin last year. The state veterans 
department, FDVA, is separate from the 
federal department. 
“It’s been used for many years for office 

space and storage,” Murray said. “We’re going 
to have to reequip it for a nursing home.”
The state veterans department has about 

$8 million in the proposed budget for that. 
Murray said barring unforeseen problems, 
that’s most likely all that’ll be needed.  
“That should get us to a point we can accept 

residents,” Murray said. 
Additionally, the state veterans department 

is requesting five new service officers to 
help veterans file claims and appeals with 
the federal VA. The state calls them “claims 
adjusters.” The state now has 81. They often 
work at VA outpatient clinics. 
“As the number of outpatient clinics open, it 

stretches our ability to provide services in key 
veterans areas,” Murray explained. 
If the legislature approves the proposed 

budget, monies will become available in July 
next year.

FDVA aims at more than $100 million 

Veteran expresses his gratitude for f light experience
Kathy Sreenan
SOUTHEAST FLORIDA HONOR FLIGHT

We received this thank you note 
via email today in regards to the 
September 23rd Honor Flight. 
Just had to share. John was a 
medic on the DMZ in the Korean 
War and went on to serve 25.5 
years in the military. Please know 
that whether you are a volunteer 
or a guardian or a grateful Ameri-
can shaking hands at DCA or PBI 
or anywhere, you are making an 
impact in the hearts of our veter-
ans.

From John Battaglia:
“I was honored to be with so 

many Veterans on the recent Hon-
or Flight to Washington to view 
our war memorials.

It was a smooth operation from 4 
AM Saturday at Palm Beach Air-
port until our tumultuous recep-
tion on our return later that night. 
I never expected to be treated so 
graciously every step of the way by 
people thanking us for our service. 

And especially at lunch at a local 
church with perfect strangers 
shaking our hands and thanking 
us. It should have become obvious 
after a while that we could have 
thanked them for the opportunity 
to serve for such wonderful Amer-
icans.
I was the last one off the plane 

and was amazed at the thousands 
of people who came out to greet 
us and welcome us home. Many 
of us did not have that privilege 
returning from Korea and Viet-
nam, instead we returned to 
demonstrations and vitriol from 
so many people. And these greet-
ers had flags and more flags and 
waved them at us and reached out 
to shake our hands. These people 
both young and old held their flag 
as a symbol of patriotism, and 
those of us receiving their praises 

and gratitude could not help but 
think of the many thousands of 
our comrades who returned home 
with that flag draped over their 
coffins not being waved at them by 
their loving friends and neighbors. 
Words alone cannot express 

the feeling of pride and love that 
surrounded us, and I will never 
be able to thank each one of you 
enough, especially my Guardian 
Kelly Breffle, who struggled with 
my wheelchair from monument to 
monument, in the heat without 
once complaining or muttering a 
harsh word at the rough pavement 
or the hills and curbs we defeated 
that day.
One bit of advice for anyone 

driving through Washington, get a 
police escort. It works wonders in 
traffic.
- John Battaglia

John Battaglia & Kelly Breffle
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Get ready to party SEAL style. The 32nd 
annual National Navy UDT-SEAL Muse-
um’s Muster and Music Festival is less 
than a month away. 
“So many exciting things,” Elain Ryan, 

marketing and media director, said. “First 
and foremost, we always have the Navy’s 
official parachute team, the Leap Frogs.” 
The U.S. Navy Parachute Team will split 

its time between the muster and annual 
Stuart Air Show. The muster is on Friday, 
Nov. 3 and Saturday, Nov. 4. The Stuart 
Air Show also starts on that Friday, and 
continues to Sunday, Nov. 5. 
The Leap Frogs will drop in at the mus-

ter at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 4. 
There are tons of activities, Ryan said, 

but in a big way the main attraction of 
the muster is some of its guests. This is 
one place where you can set skepticism 
aside when someone says he’s a SEAL. 
“These are absolutely the real deal,” 

Ryan said. 
She said about 50 SEALs from all over 

the nation will be on hand at the muster.  
“(The museum is) really kind of sacred 

ground for these guys, and that’s why it’s 
the site of the muster,” Ryan said. She 
added, “It’s a very tightknit, small com-

munity.” 

Fun activities, celebrities

The museum opened on November 10, 
1985, at the site of a closed treasure mu-
seum near the beaches where the original 
Navy special-operations warriors trained 
during World War II. The count includes 
retired and active-duty SEALs. 
The fun will crank up at 9 a.m. on Fri-

day. The museum will be open as muster 
events are getting set up. Around 1 p.m., 
rehearsals for the muster’s various SEAL 
team demonstrations will start. At 5 p.m. 
there’ll be a happy hour including a meet 
and greet with Uncle Si, of “Duck Dynas-
ty” fame. He’ll be on hand with his band, 
the Si-Cotics. 
At 4 p.m., folks will be going by to pick 

up their registration packets for the 13th 
annual Muster 5K Run/Walk. 
“You get to run on the beach with SEALs 

at sunrise,” Ryan said. 
That run and walk starts Saturday’s 

events at 7 a.m. The museum opens at 
9 a.m. with the outdoor demonstrations 
starting up two hours later. Admission to 
the museum is well worth it to see the re-
cently-renovated displays, but not needed 
to enjoy the outdoor activities. 
“The outdoor venue is open to the pub-

lic,” Ryan said. “There’s no admission. It’s 

totally free.” 
Admission to the museum is $10 for 

those ages 13 and older. Those ages 6 
to 12 get in for $5. Children to age 5 are 
free. 

Expanded WWII exhibit

The museum recently expanded its 
World War II exhibit. It’s been renovating 
in pieces since 2012. Last year the muse-
um unveiled its newest Cold War Gallery. 
Through the renovations the museum 
has sort of walked back from the mod-
ern-day war on terrorism to the SEALs’ 
origins in World War II.  
Retired SEAL Kerry M. Metz will give a 

keynote address after the team demon-
strations. Following that will be live 
music by the Si-Cotics and the American 
Rogues. The music will start at 1 p.m.
“It’s really a fun, family-friendly event for 

all ages,” Ryan said. “Enjoy the patriotic 
party of the year.” 
The museum is open Tuesdays to Satur-

days 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It’s open on Sun-
day from noon to 4 p.m. It’s at 3300 N. 
U.S. Highway A1A, Fort Pierce. 

For more, visit the National Navy UTD-
SEAL Museum website, www.navysealmu-
seum.org.

SEALS ready to rock 
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The annual SEAL 
Muster kicks off 
with its usual 
excess of exciting 
demonstrations and 
fun on Friday, Nov. 3. 
Outdoor events are 
open to the public and 
free.  

Photo courtesy of the 
National Navy UDT-SEAL 
Museum
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133 Martin County students participate in
historical art exhibition and contest

Karina Danessi
FOREST HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH

On Thursday evening, Sep-
tember 28 Forest Hills Com-
munity Outreach hosted an 
Award Ceremony to recognize 
local youth and area schools 
that took part in the 2017 
Never Forget Tribute Youth Art 
Exhibition & Contest. 
The Exhibition featured 133 

artworks created by Mar-
tin County middle and high 
school youth to honor the 
First Responders, Civilians 
and Military Heroes of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 
Besides the individual 

awards, through the Nev-
er Forget Tribute Youth Art 
Exhibit & Contest there were 
also opportunities for class-
rooms and groups to receive 
cash prizes for their participa-
tion. Prizes for participation 

were awarded as follows: $500 
was awarded to Murray Middle 
School for Most Participation 
- $200 was awarded to Vision-
ary School of Arts for Second 
Most Participation – and $100 
was awarded to Martin Coun-
ty High School for Third Most 
Participation.
As a gesture to show support 

and respect and to thank local 
First Responders for all they 
do for us every day, a banner 
was
available at the Award Cere-

mony for community to write 
notes of thanks and apprecia-
tion to local First Responders. 
In appreciation for attending, 
each guest received a special 
September 11 Memorial Lapel 
Pin.

Special reception

The event included an Appe-

tizer Reception for all guests.
Forest Hills Funeral Home 

Director & Manager, Susan 
Niemi said, “We are excited to 
announce winners of our 2017 
Never Forget Tribute Youth 
Art Exhibition & Contest! The 
theme was ‘Honoring & Re-
membering September 11,’ 
and we invited area youth to 
submit their entries to honor 
the first responders, civilians 
and military heroes of Septem-
ber 11,
2001. 
   “We are incredibly thankful 

for the 133 amazing artworks 
that we received from Martin 
County Youth.”
Originally planned for Sep-

tember 11 but rescheduled to 
Thursday, September 28 due 
to Hurricane Irma, the Award 
Ceremony for the Never Forget 
Tribute Youth Art Exhibition & 
Contest was a free and fam-

ily-friendly community event 
open to the entire public. It 
took place at Forest Hills Fu-
neral Home-Palm City Chapel 
located at 2001 SW Murphy 
Road in Palm City.
The Never Forget Tribute 

Youth Art Exhibition & Con-
test is part of many activi-
ties and events conducted 
throughout the year by Forest 
Hills Community Outreach, a 
program of Forest Hills Funer-
al Home-Palm City Chapel.
For information on free com-

munity events intended to 
enhance the overall well-being 
of the Martin County com-
munity, contact Community 
Outreach Coordinator, Karina 
Danessi at (772) 287-8484.

Photo courtesy of Karina Danessi

The ‘Never Forget’ art exhibit and contest drew a sizable crowd Sept. 28 at the Forest Hills Funeral Home-Palm City Chapel located at 2001 SW Murphy Road in Palm City. 
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BREVARD COUNTY

Now till Nov. 15

Wish you had tickets to the Army/
Navy Game? Now’s your chance! The 
American Military Retirees Foundation 
has received a gift of two (2) tickets to the 
Army-Navy Game to be played in Phila-
delphia on Saturday, Dec. 9. This game 
always sells out, so this could be your 
opportunity to watch the Black Knights 
and Midshipmen battle it out at Lincoln 
Financial Field. The Foundation, which 
raises the funds for the AMRA scholarship, 
has decided to hold a drawing on

Nov. 16 to determine the winner. Every 
donor of a minimum of $25 between

now and noon on Nov. 15 will be placed 
in a drawing for the lower-level side lines 
tickets (valued at $500 each). Donations 
may be made online by visiting www.
amra1973.org/Foundation and using the 
DONATE NOW

button or calling 1-800-424-2969 to 
donate by credit card.

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in 
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Mu-
sum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators 
to stop by the museum by plane. The 
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public as 
Museum visitors can also attend. Break-
fast for visitors is free with paid admission 
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is 
Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the 
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircom-
mand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans 
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Me-
morial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191, 
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., 
Melbourne, for those who wear a VFW 
8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced 
bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. For more information, call (321) 
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky 
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt 
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 

(at own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 750-
2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie 
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or 
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, via 
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local 

locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Saturday, Nov. 11

5th Annual Jump Start Antique Car 
Show, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at Velde Ford, 488 
U.S. 1, Vero Beach. The annual show raises 
funds for the Veterans Council of Indian 
River County to aid area veterans. It is 
sponsored by Ford Powerstroke Diesel. 
The show features all makes and models 
of classic cars. There is a $10 pre-registra-
tion fee, and a $15 registration on the day. 
Please RSVP to Charlene Leblanc at (772) 
569-3400.

Third Saturday of the Month

Monthly breakfast meeting, (at own 
expense) U.S Navy Armed Guard and 
Merchant Marines National Association, 
9 a.m., Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N. 
Broadway St., Fellsmere. For more infor-
mation call (772) 571-0230, ask for Korky.

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council 
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County 
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detach-
ment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at 
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River 
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Now through Oct. 31

Veterans invited to exclusive book 
club —The Indian River State College 
Libraries invite all veterans to join a 
literary series reflecting on the book, 
Standing Down: From Warrior to Civilian, 
which compiles select passages of fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry, essays and memoirs 
that powerfully give voice to the authors’ 
experiences of military service. This 
book club for veterans will be held every 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. through Oct. 31 in the 

Schreiber Conference Center at the IRSC 
Pruitt Campus in St. Lucie West. There is 
no cost to attend. Each participant will 
receive a copy of the book and a limited 
edition T-shirt. Registration is required 
at irsc.libsurveys.com/standingdown. For 
more information, contact Brett Williams 
at bwilliam@irsc.edu or (772) 336-6383.

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every 
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150 
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come 
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area veterans and have fun at the 
same time. For more information, email 
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 De-
tachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas 
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ 
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV 
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military 
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30 
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact 
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 7 
p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., PSL

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Saturday, Nov. 4

VFW Post 10066, Jensen Beach, Golf 
Tournament, Shores of North River Golf 
Club (formerly Pinelake Golf Course at 
North River Shores), starting with an 8:30 
am shotgun start. Cost is $45 per golfer 
($180 per foursome). That cost includes 
lunch at the VFW following golf, 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd flight prizes, raffle tickets and lots 
of door prizes. Entry forms are posted on 
the Post Bulletin Board. We need at least 7 
foursomes – and hopefully more, so sign 
up early.

Second Sunday of the Month

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting, 
noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen 
Beach. Also, 

lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast 
by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fri-
days and Saturdays. For more information, 
call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah 
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to 
be announced. Also: Our VFW kitchen will 
reopen for lunches on Tuesday. Please 
welcome Chef Vince as he joins us this 

week. He will be serving lunch to the 
Friday BINGO crowd and dinner Friday 
night, serving meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
Southern string beans, salad and lemon 
bar desserts for an $8 donation.

  Please stop by and show our new cook 
your support. For more information, call 
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion 
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jen-
sen Beach. For more information, call (772) 
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s 
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: 
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; 
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386) 
668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on 
both east and west sides of county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, 
Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every 
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the 
West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North 
Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Macken-
zie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Semi-
nole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more infor-
mation, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to 
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least 
two weeks in advance, so that we may 
ensure your events receive timely publi-
cation.

CALENDAR


