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Stuart Air Show
                   lands the fun 

SEE STORY
ON PAGE 5

Yearly spectacular will wow the crowd
Nov. 3 to 5 at the Martin County Airport. 

Photo courtesy of Stuart Air Show
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PATRIOTSof

------------------------------------

Veterans can register now for
a FREE Portrait 

www.Por trai tsOfPatr io ts .com

Portraits of Patriots is a veteran portraits series 
by photographer Phil Galdys and published weekly 
in Veteran Voice newspaper. The portrait series 
features veterans throughout the Treasure Coast and 
Space Coast. If you, a family member or a friend has 
served our great country with military service and 
would like to be to be considered, please complete 
the registration form on our website. All veterans 
are eligible and there is no cost to you. As long as 
you served and have a DD-214 form you qualify. 
You can be Retired, Reserve, Guard or Active duty 
personnel - you’re eligible. Veterans will be provided 
with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.

Your
Photo 
Here

SUBSCRIPTION - INDIVIDUAL, GIFT, SPONSOR FORM

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!!!
1 Year Subscription (52 Weeks)

□ Individual Regular ................................$18/yr

□ Individual Veterans/Active Military .....$12/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 5 Veterans ..................$50/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 10 Veterans ..............$100/yr

□ Donor/Sponsor 25 Veterans ..............$250/yr

□ Other ................................................. ______

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□ Enclosed check payable to:
           VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card

#_____________________________________

Expiration # _______________   CVC #_______
MAIL SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT TO:

Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487, Stuart, FL 34995-1487

BILL TO NAME: ___________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

PHONE:  _________________________________________________

GIFT TO NAME: ___________________________________________

GIFT TO ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans,
active military, their families and their friends.

The Voice of Experience
Veteran Voice
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A gardening army of veterans 
is forming in Port St. Lucie. 
“As word gets out, if people 

are energized by it, I think it’ll 
grow,” Judy Nash-Wade, coor-
dinator of the forming Veteran 
Victory Corps, said. 
The Port St. Lucie Botanical 

Gardens will host the second 
meeting of the Veteran Victory 
Corps on Friday, Nov. 3, from 
9 to 11 a.m. The city facility 
is at 2410 S.E. Westmorland 
Blvd. The meeting is open to 
all veterans interested in gar-
dening — no matter the type 
of gardening they’re interested 
in or skill level. An inaugu-
ral meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, Oct. 20, from 9:30 to 
11 a.m.
The Veteran Victory Corps is 

a joint project of the St. Lucie 
County Master Gardeners and 
the Amer-
ican Red 
Cross’ 
South 
Florida 
Region’s 
Service to 
the Armed 
Forces 
program. 
The Bo-
tanical Gardens is hosting the 
meetings and may expand its 
role. The Master Gardeners, 
Botanical Gardens and Red 
Cross have something in com-
mon. Nash-Wade volunteers at 
each.

Veteran gardeners?
 
“I started asking questions 

about veterans gardening pro-
grams, and nobody was doing 
anything with it,” she said. 
“Nobody in the area.” 
Nash-Wade is a University 

of Florida St. Lucie County 
Extension Office trained and 
certified master gardener. 
Her husband, Carl Wade, is 
a Navy veteran who’s deep-
ly woven into the Treasure 
Coast’s veterans community. 
Nash-Wade started rattling off 
all the veterans organizations 

her husband belonged to, then 
summarized with —
“He’s a member of every-

thing.” 
“Everything” includes United 

Veterans of St. Lucie County, 
which is formed by numerous 
veterans-service and related 
organizations. 
Nash-Wade, a former grant 

writer, did some research and 
found a Department of Vet-
eran Affairs’ grant for small 
community programs that get 
veterans outdoors.
“They call it an outreach pro-

gram,” Nash-Wade said. 
While the usefulness of such 

a grant program may not be 
apparent, it comes down to 
this: reducing loneliness. All 
reliable research shows that 
the stronger veterans’ connec-
tions to their communities are, 
the better for them and oth-
ers. Community involvement 
is therapeutic, for example, 
for people with post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Going after the grants
 
Nash-Wide said veterans 

simply live to serve and aren’t 
happy if they’re not.
She applied for the $1,000 

VA grant through the Service 
to the Armed Forces program 
and was approved earlier this 
year. Nash-Wade tapped her 
husband’s resources to con-
tact veterans for conceptual 
and organizing meetings since 
spring.  She also knows some 
veterans in the Master Gard-
ner program. 
With that done and the first 

two meetings arranged, Nash-
Wade said the next part is to 
see who’s interested and what 
they’d like to do. She said 
things should grow naturally 
from there (no pun intended). 
“We want it to be vet-driven,” 

Nash-Wade said. 
And, yes, the “Victory” part of 

the name is a nostalgic refer-
ence to the Victory Garden. 
The concept of gardening for 

national defense goes back a 
century in the United States. 
In 1917, as America entered 
the Great War, Charles Lath-
rop Pack created the National 

War Garden Commission. The 
idea was citizens cultivating 
food locally would reduce 
any agriculture-related labor 
shortages that could be cre-
ated by military mobilization. 
Additionally, local farming 
could help reduce the amount 
of fuel used for transporting 
groceries, along with the food 
prices the War Department 
paid. The War Department 
funded the School Garden 
Army, which the Bureau of 
Education ran. 
The idea came around again 

as the United States was star-
ing at the growing possibility 
it’d find itself in what we now 
call World War II. Eleonore 
Roosevelt famously planted 
a victory garden at the White 
House against early objec-
tions from the Department of 
Agriculture. It feared that if 
Americans planted gardens, 
food prices would drop and 
undermine its efforts to save 
American agriculture during 
the Depression. 

Victory gardens

Roosevelt won that argument. 
Historians estimate that there 

were possibly 18 million vic-
tory gardens in the United 
States at the height of World 
War II, and they produced as 
much as a third of consum-
able vegetables.  
Nash-Wade said the Veter-

an Victory Corps may or may 
not get much into urban food 
gardening. She’s leaving that 
open to what participants 
want to do. She said veterans 
might just wish to help make 
their communities more beau-
tiful places to for everybody to 
live in. Whatever the veterans 
decide, Nash-Wade hopes Port 
St. Lucie is just the starting 
place. 
“It’s a pilot,” she said. Nash-

Wade added, “As word gets 
out, if people are energized by 
it, I think it’ll grow.” 

Nash-Wade can be emailed at 
judy.nash-wade@redcross.org

Garden Warriors Wanted 
2nd ‘Veteran Victory Corps’ meeting slated

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo by Tony Fischer
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'Howl-O-Ween' at Dogs 
For Life is a must see 
FOR VETERAN VOICE

On Saturday, Oct. 21, 
dog owners everywhere 
are invited to spend a fun 
afternoon with their pooch-
es at Dogs For Life, 1230 
16th Avenue, Vero Beach, 
to help benefit its veteran 
service dog program.
It takes place from 2-5 

p.m., with a “Pawrade” at 
4 p.m. — more than 100 
dogs will be dressed in all 
kinds of fun costumes and 
everyone will get a prize. 
This year’s raffle items will 

be better than ever. Hobo 
Jim will provide live enter-
tainment, and the Indian 
River County Sheriff’s 
Office K-9 Unit will present 
an exciting demonstration.
This event is FREE to the 

public. Bring your dog, 
lawn chairs and be pre-
pared to have FUN!
If you have any questions 

or would like additional 
information please call 
Shelly Ferger at Dogs For 
Life (772) 567-8969, or 
email office@dogsforlifevb.
org. 

 Don't miss Pampered Chef 
Bingo to benef it Wreaths 
Across America
FOR VETERAN VOICE

On Tuesday, Oct. 24, 
enjoy a fun evening of 
Pampered Chef Bingo 
at the Stuart Women’s 
Club, 729 SE Ocean 
Blvd., Stuart.
Doors open at 5:45, 

and Bingo starts at 
6:30 p.m.
The cost is $20 per 

person, and proceeds 
benefit Wreaths Across 
America at Forest Hills, 
Palm City.
In addition to Bingo, there will be a Chinese Raffle, 50/50, 

appetizers, snacks and drinks. There are NO Cash Prizes for 
Bingo or the 50/50 (modified) drawing.
All Bingo and 50/50 (modified) drawing prizes are in the form 

of Pampered Chef gift certificates redeemable that night.
For tickets, contact Holly Altman (561) 755-3080 or Karen 

Zook (772) 971-9410, or email
sharingthesmiles@gmail.com or suze517@Hotmail.com.
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as 
of OCTOBER 12:

JOSEPH “JOE” BERNARD CARBONARO, NAVY, WWII                      

RICHARD “DICK” KELLEY, ARMY                                           

DAVID GALE DECKER, ARMY                                                  

ROBERT B. FOX III, AIR FORCE, VIETNAM                                                      

CHARLES JOSEPH DUNN Jr., NAVY, WWII                                     

GARY A. ADAMS, ARMY                                                        

PAUL D. OWENS, NAVY, VIETNAM                                                         

JOHN F. RAUCCI, ARMY                                                         

NORMAN BERKE, ARMY, WWII 

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for           
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.                            

The Stuart Air Show takes 
off Nov. 3 to 5 with a cargo of 
thrills. 
“It’s the biggest, best event 

on the Treasure Coast,” Amy 
Bottegal, vice president of Stu-
art Air Show, said. 
The Treasure Coast is Mar-

tin, St. Lucie and Indian River 
counties. There are several 
air shows in the Veteran Voice 
coverage area, but most, if not 
all, are in the spring, such as 
the annual Valiant Air Com-
mand & Tico Warbird Airshow 
in Titusville. The Stuart Air 
Show is a rare fall airshow in 
Florida. 
Stuart Air Show is also the 

name of the not-for-profit or-
ganization that produces the 
annual event. 
“We give over $25,000 a 

year to local charities and 
non-profits,” Bottegal said. 
Among organizations helped 

by this year’s airshow will be 
the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcy-
cle Club of South Florida and 
Enforcers Motorcycle Club. 
The former club is made up 
predominantly of veterans 
and former law-enforcement 
officers and aims to honor the 
black soldiers who served in 

the U.S. Cavalry during the 
1800s. The latter club is open 
to members and veterans of 
the U.S. and allied countries’ 
militaries and public-safety 
and law-enforcement agencies.   
Other organizations the air-

show will raise funds for are 
the local Civil Air Patrol and 
Port St. Lucie’s Centennial 
High School’s Navy Junior 
ROTC program. 
“We provide donation dollars 

to the Road to Victory Military 
Museum,” Bottegal said.
The Stuart military museum 

preserves and displays mili-
tary artifacts from all eras, but 
has a focus on World War II. 
The airshow starts on Friday, 

Nov. 3, with an evening show 
that takes off at 5 p.m. and 
flies till 10 p.m. The planes 
will fly lighted. There will also 
be fireworks. Admission for 
the evening is $15. Veterans 
and youth ages 6 to 12 get in 
for $5. There’s also the annual 
Dirty Suit Party where guests 
get to meet with some of the 
weekend’s entertainers. More 
about that is at the website. 
It’s $115. 

Activities, thrills galore

On Saturday and Sunday, 
gates open at 9 a.m. and close 

Stuart Air Show lands the fun 
at 5 p.m. Static displays are 
open all day, as is the Kids 
Zone hosted by the YMCA 
of the Treasure Coast. The 
aircraft get off the ground at 
noon both days. Before then—
“We have a World War II 

re-enactment that happens 
right before the crowd line,” 
Bottegal said. “We started that 
last year. We’re doing it again 
this year bigger and better.” 
Static displays include a 

Boeing C-17 Globemaster III, 
a Sikorsky MH-53 Pave Low, 
and North American P-51 
Mustang and many more. 
In the air will be Lt. Col. 

John Klatt in the Jack Links 
Screamin’ Sasquatch, a 1929 
Taperwing bi-wing barnstorm-
er. Oh, and it has a Gener-
al Electric CJ610 jet engine 
for, you know, 3,000-pound 
thrust, edge-of-your-seat, did-
you-see-that!? excitement. 
But, that’s just the start of it. 

An act is returning after a year 
away — the Aeroshell Acrobat-
ic Team will again show what 
four North American AT-6 Tex-
ans can do under the caress-
ing care of astonishing pilots. 
“They didn’t come last year,” 

Bottegal said. “We wanted 

to try something different. 
They’re coming back this year. 
They’re a crowd favorite.”
Greg Shelton will be in the 

sky with his FM-2 Wildcat. 
And his wife, Ashley, will be 
with him. 
“His wife gets on the wing,” 

Bottegal said. “She’s crazy.” 
And there’ll be something few 

would expect at an airshow. 
“We have the Batcopter,” 

Bottegal said. 
As in the Batcopter that ap-

peared in the 1960’s television 
series.  
And, “Of course, we have the 

F-16 and F-18,” Bottegal said. 
As in the General Dynamics 

Fighting Falcon and McDon-
nell Douglas Hornet. 
On Saturday and Sunday, 

veterans get into the show 
for $5, as do children 6 to 
12 Those 13 and older get in 
for $25. Advance tickets are 
online for $15. The airshow is 
at the Martin County Airport, 
2011 S.E. Airport Road, Stu-
art. 

More about the airshow and 
online tickets are at www.stu-
artairshow.com.

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Did you enjoy
reading this edition?

Subscribe to
Veteran Voice Today.

Complete the Sign Up Form on page 2
or call (772) 247-0123
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When a small group of Salvation Army 
officers were deployed to France with 
the American Expeditionary Force in 
August of 1917, commanding Gen. John 
J. “Black Jack” Pershing was skeptical of 
any contributions they might make.
The troops were indifferent at first. 

The Salvationists had to set up service 
huts on their own, and often in terrible 
weather.
Gradually, though, they began to earn 

respect — no job was too menial or too 
dangerous, from writing letters from 
wounded soldiers to running messages, 
mending torn uniforms and rolling 
bandages.
But it was a desperate situation that led 

to a brainwave that earned pride of place 
in American hearts for all history.

Supplies running low

According to the This Day in Military 
History website (thisdayinmilhist.
wordpress.com):
“At Montiers, after 36 days of rain, 

supplies were almost exhausted. Only 
flour, lard and sugar remained. 
“Ensign Margaret Sheldon, from the 

Chicago slums made a suggestion which 
was to go down in history — ‘Why don’t 
we make them doughnuts?’ They had 
no rolling pins or cake cutters, and 
gales had blown down their tent but 
Salvationists thrive on challenges. Along 
with Ensign Helen Purviance, Margaret 
Sheldon crouched in the rain to prepare 
the dough. An empty bottle did duty as 
a rolling pin and in place of a cutter they 
used a knife to twist the doughnuts into 
shape. 
“The first doughnuts cooked over a wood 

fire were triumph of improvisation. On 
the first day they served up some 150 
doughnuts. The following days batch 
topped 300. The traditional hole was 
punched out with the inner tube of a 
coffee percolator. The doughnuts made by 
The 
“Salvation Army ‘Lassies’ were an instant 

success with the troops, with some lining 
up for hours in appalling conditions for 

their daily supply. Soon the troops came 
to realize that even in the firing line the 
Salvationists would not neglect them. 
“When Lassies like Ensign Florence 

Turkington crawled under shell fire to 
deliver coffee and doughnuts to troops in 
the trenches, letters praising the work of 
The Salvation Army began flooding back 
home. Overnight the bewildered lassies 
found themselves national heroines.”

National Doughnut Day

In 1938, Salvationists in Chicago 
decided to hold a doughnut fundraiser 
that would pay tribute to the brave 
Lassies who served in the war.

Thus, National Doughnut Day was born, 
and is celebrated on the first Friday in 
June each year.
During World War II, the “Lassies” also 

became known as “Doughnut Girls” and 
Doughnut Dollies.”
According to Wikipedia:
“In Chicago and other cities, National 

Doughnut Day is still a fundraiser for The 
Salvation Army. In 2017, the organization 
joined with Russ’s Market, Super Saver, 
LaMar’s Donuts, Hurts Donuts and 
Krispy Kreme in Lincoln, Nebraska to 
raise funds on National Doughnut Day.

The U.S. National Archives
Salvation Army lassies giving sweets to returned [African American] soldiers. Two soldiers of the 351st Field 
Artillery which returned on the “Louisville” receiving candy from the Salvation Army Lassies that welcome every 
troopship that comes to port at all times and in all kinds of weather. Date: 17 February 1919 

DOUGHNUT
DOLLIES

Salvation Army officers win hearts, minds in WWI

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See DOUGHNUTS page 7  
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Cover of the 
Salvation 
Army 
Magazine 
“War Cry”, 
November 
9, 1918, 
depicting 
“Doughnut 
Dollies”- 
American 
volunteers 
serving in 
France 

“There are three other doughnut 
holidays, the origins of which are 
obscure. International Jelly-Filled 
Doughnut Day is widely recognized 
as June 8 (occasionally as June 9). 
National Cream-Filled Doughnut Day 
is celebrated on September 14. Buy a 
Doughnut Day occurs on October 30.
“The birthday of the United States 

Marine Corps was once referred to 
as National Doughnut Day, in a 
successful ruse by American prisoners 
of war at Son Tay prison camp to trick 
the North Vietnamese into giving out 
doughnuts in honor of the occasion.”

Selfless service

The Doughnut Girls symbolized 
everything the Salvation Army stood 
for, through their selfless service in 
extremely dangerous and primitive 
conditions.
One officer took coffee and doughnuts 

so close to the German lines that she 
dared not even whisper. None ran away 
from her post.
Today, that tradition continues with 

the iconic Thrift Stores that help 
support adult rehabilitation centers, as 
well as the familiar kettles in front of 
stores during the holidays.
The Salvation Army can be found in 

128 countries all around the world. 
To learn more about its missions and 
history, visit salvationarmy.org.

DOUGHNUTS
from page 6

Photo by Roger Scruggs

Merritt Island artists Desmond Frederick and Tabitha Miller paint an exhibit around a vintage helicopter at the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center Museum, 
Merritt Island, as part of the Center’s ongoing expansion efforts.

Helicopter Art
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Michelle Lunato
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

The definition of success is 
the accomplishment of one’s 
goals. For the U.S. Army 
Marksmanship Unit based at 
Fort Benning, Ga., Sgt. 1st 
Class Brandon Green was the 
embodiment of that definition 
over the summer.
Though Army Marksmanship 

Unit soldiers are known for 
their success, Green’s accom-
plishments exceed the “home 
of champions” moniker, said 
Army Sgt. 1st Class Shane 
Barnhart, a shooter/instructor 
on the Service Rifle Team and 

Ashley, Ohio, native.
“He shot amazing this sum-

mer — probably the best any-
one has ever performed in the 
history of the USAMU Service 
Rifle Team, … at least since 
I’ve have been here the last 18 
years,” Barnhart said.
Green, from Bogalusa, Lou-

isiana, has been a winning 
member of the team since 
2004. He has repeatedly won 
notable honors such as three 
Interservice Overall Cham-
pion titles, five Interservice 
Long-Range Champion titles 
and two National High-Power 
Champion titles. Even with all 
this success, Green’s compet-
itive nature forces him to con-

sistently find ways to improve 
upon his skills. This year, he 
said, his adjustments paid big 
dividends.

Clear Plan of Action

“I changed my mental game 
up a little bit this year, kind 
of approaching each and every 
shot with a clear plan of ac-
tion,” he said. “And, it’s really 
paid off.”
This change involved taking 

notes on how he felt, what 
results he achieved and what 
techniques he used in various 
situations, Green explained. 
As he prepared for the sum-

mer series of competitions, he 
said, referred back to those 
notes and adjusted again, 
and then again. “When I got 
off track, I went back and 
read my notes and really got 
back into it. I focused on the 
shot and the rifle, not the 
outcome,” he added. “I think 
that’s what really helped me 
out this year.”
Green said keeping a clear 

focus can be difficult, but it’s 
critical for competitive shoot-
ers looking for an edge.
“Anytime you step onto a rifle 

range, you are going to focus 

On Target
Soldier wins multiple marksmanship titles

Photo by Army Maj. Michelle Lunato

Army Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Green, a shooter/instructor with the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, fires his service rifle during the 1,000-yard team match at the 
Interservice Championships in Quantico, Va.

See SHOOTER page 10  
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BREVARD COUNTY

Now till Nov. 15

Wish you had tickets to the Army/
Navy Game? Now’s your chance! 
The American Military Retirees 
Foundation has received a gift of 
two (2) tickets to the Army-Navy 
Game to be played in Philadelphia 
on Saturday, Dec. 9. This game al-
ways sells out, so this could be your 
opportunity to watch the Black 
Knights and Midshipmen battle it 
out at Lincoln Financial Field. The 
Foundation, which raises the funds 
for the AMRA scholarship, has 
decided to hold a drawing on

Nov. 16 to determine the winner. 
Every donor of a minimum of $25 
between now and noon on Nov. 15 
will be placed in a drawing for the 
lower-level side lines tickets (valued 
at $500 each). Donations may 
be made online by visiting www.
amra1973.org/Foundation and 
using the DONATE NOW

button or calling 1-800-424-2969 
to donate by credit card.

Second Saturday of each 
Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., War-
bird Air Musum, 6600 Tico Road, 
Titusville. Monthly Fly-in Breakfast 
is for pilots and aviators to stop by 
the museum by plane. The pilots 
and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public 
as Museum visitors can also attend. 
Breakfast for visitors is free with 
paid admission to the Warbird Air 
Museum. Next date is Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. 
The phone number is (321) 268-
1941 and the email address is 
Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the 
Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Vet-
erans Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Vet-
erans Memorial Center, 400 Sykes 
Creek Parkway, Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191, 
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City 
Blvd., Melbourne, for those who 
wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or 
beer cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., 
Melbourne. For more information, 
call (321) 254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., 
Smoky Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. 
New Haven Ave., Melbourne. All 
veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 
750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-

flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight 
monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 
a.m., Red Lobster, 215 E. Merritt 
Island Causeway, Merritt Island. All 
veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 
750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., 
Dixie Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., 
Titusville. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and 
camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@
spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, 
via careersourcecentralflorida.com 
— for local locations, visit www.
employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER 
COUNTY

Saturday, Oct. 21

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World War 
II veterans, meeting, 9 a.m., Marsh 
Landing Restaurant 44 N. Broad-
way Fellsmere. The speaker will 
be retired Navy Vice Admiral Alan 
S. Thompson, a resident of Vero 
Beach. Thompson has received 
numerous decorations for his 
service, among them the Defense 
Distinguished Service Medal, 
and the U.S. Navy’s Distinguished 
Service Medal. He was Director of 
the Defense Logistics Agency, and 
was in Operation Iraq Freedom. Re-
member, please try and get to the 
restaurant early so you can get your 
in before the kitchen gets busy. 
Larry Wapnick will have some word 
about the US Navy & Merchant Ma-
rine Museum is going and getting 
the POINTER printed.

Come and enjoy the camaraderie 
of your old buddies and meet new 
ones.

Saturday, Nov. 11

5th Annual Jump Start Antique 
Car Show, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., at Velde 
Ford, 488 U.S. 1, Vero Beach. The 
annual show raises funds for the 
Veterans Council of Indian River 
County to aid area veterans. It is 
sponsored by Ford Powerstroke 
Diesel. The show features all makes 
and models of classic cars. There 
is a $10 pre-registration fee, and a 
$15 registration on the day. Please 
RSVP to Charlene Leblanc at (772) 
569-3400.

Third Saturday of the Month

Monthly breakfast meeting, (at 
own expense) U.S Navy Armed 
Guard and Merchant Marines 

National Association, 9 a.m., 
Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N. 
Broadway St., Fellsmere. For more 
information call (772) 571-0230, ask 
for Korky.

First Wednesday of the 
Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Coun-
cil of Indian River County, 1 p.m., 
County Administration Complex, 
Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the 
Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River De-
tachment of Marine Corps League, 
7 p.m., at the Victory Center in 
Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian 
River Drive, Sebastian. All veterans 
invited to enjoy lunch (at own 
expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 
750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Now through Oct. 31

Veterans invited to exclusive 
book club —The Indian River 
State College Libraries invite all 
veterans to join a literary series 
reflecting on the book, Standing 
Down: From Warrior to Civilian, 
which compiles select passages of 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, essays 
and memoirs that powerfully give 
voice to the authors’ experiences of 
military service. This book club for 
veterans will be held every Tuesday 
at 10 a.m. through Oct. 31 in the 
Schreiber Conference Center at 
the IRSC Pruitt Campus in St. Lucie 
West. There is no cost to attend. 
Each participant will receive a copy 
of the book and a limited edition 
T-shirt. Registration is required at 
irsc.libsurveys.com/standingdown. 
For more information, contact Brett 
Williams at bwilliam@irsc.edu or 
(772) 336-6383.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Michael F. Bradley 
Chapter 566, St. Lucie County, 7 
p.m., Barnabas Christian Academy, 
1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Port 
St. Lucie. For more information call 
(772) 359-1607.

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, 
every Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 
113, 1150 S.W. California Blvd., Port 
St. Lucie. Come on out and enjoy 
some fellowship, help benefit area 
veterans and have fun at the same 
time. For more information, email 

clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 
Detachment, Marine Corps League, 
7 p.m., American Legion Post 318, 
1000 Savannas Club Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. All Marines, Navy corpsmen 
and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Ser-
geants’ Association, Chapter 564, 
6:30 p.m., DAV Post 113 Hall, 1150 
SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. 
For more information, call (772) 
342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Mil-
itary Retirees Association Chapter 
FL1, 7:30 p.m., DAV Chapter 113 
building, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. Contact clavalle567@
att.net or call (772) 342-5730 for 
more information.

Third Wednesday of the 
month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 
113, 7 p.m., 1150 SW California 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 
342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Saturday, Nov. 4

VFW Post 10066, Jensen Beach, 
Golf Tournament, Shores of North 
River Golf Club (formerly Pinelake 
Golf Course at North River Shores), 
starting with an 8:30 am shotgun 
start. Cost is $45 per golfer ($180 
per foursome). That cost includes 
lunch at the VFW following golf, 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd flight prizes, raffle 
tickets and lots of door prizes. 
Entry forms are posted on the Post 
Bulletin Board. We need at least 7 
foursomes – and hopefully more, 
so sign up early.

Second Sunday of the 
Month

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meet-
ing, noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, 
Jensen Beach. Also, 

lunches, dinners and Sunday 
breakfast by Debbie. Karaoke by 
Cowboy Bob Fridays and Saturdays. 
For more information, call (772) 
334-8407.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savan-
nah Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. 
Dinner to be announced. Also: Our 
VFW kitchen will reopen for lunch-
es on Tuesday. Please welcome 
Chef Vince as he joins us this week. 
He will be serving lunch to the Fri-
day BINGO crowd and dinner Friday 
night, serving meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, Southern string beans, 
salad and lemon bar desserts for an 
$8 donation.

  Please stop by and show our 
new cook your support. For more 
information, call (772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American 
Legion Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savan-
nah Road, Jensen Beach. For more 
information, call (772) 334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 1041, 7 
p.m., Sewall’s Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 
1048, 6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 
5830 S. Williamson Blvd., Port 
Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 
3282, 5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port 
Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  
351 S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., 
DeBary: Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am 
– midnight; Friday and Saturday, 
10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 
3- 6 p.m. Canteen telephone num-
ber is (386) 668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, avail-
able on both east and west sides of 
county: On the East Side:  Veterans 
Acupuncture Clinic 112 Orange 
Avenue, Ste. 204, Daytona Beach, 
(386) 944-5855 every Thursday 
evening from 5-7 p.m. On the West 
Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 
North Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is 
Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 
10 a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, 
Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 
10139, 7 p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., 
Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 
7 p.m., American Legion Post 252, 
7 p.m., 11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. 
For more information, call (727) 
391-6324.

Please submit event information 
to info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at 
least two weeks in advance, so that 
we may ensure your events receive 
timely publication.
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on something,” he said. “You 
are either going to worry about 
your gear, the weather, or this 
or that. I tried to take myself 
out of that completely. I didn’t 
worry about anything. I sim-
ply focused on breaking the 
best shots I could — each and 
every shot. That was my main 
focus.”

Trust Breeds Success

Staying focused on one shot 
at a time allowed the Service 
Rifle Team soldier to trust his 
gear, trust his experience and 
trust his skill, and that trust 
freed him up for even more 
success.
“When you take away a lot of 

the worries that you have, it 
really opens your path up to 
do the right thing at the right 
time.”
With advanced technology 

improving the gear and the 
rules changing to allow optics 
in some matches, finding that 
self-control has become the 
key to continued success in 
the high-power sport, Green 
said. “We have the best equip-
ment, best rifles, best ammu-
nition, and best glass (optics),” 
he added. “We have all the 
equipment. So the shooter is 
the weak link.”
Coping with that reality and 

finding out what it takes to 
continuously improve is what 
the soldiers do at USAMU. It 
is also what serious high-pow-
er sportsmen need to do, 
Green said after competing in 
the 56th Annual Interservice 
Championships in Quantico, 
Virginia, where he claimed 
his fourth Interservice Over-
all Champion title. His win-
ning score of 998-52X broke 

the 1994 record of 995-50X 
that was set by retired Ma-
rine Corps Master Sgt. Don 
Heuman, who later became a 
coach for the USAMU Service 
Rifle Team.

Staying in the Game

“The equipment is very, very 
good these days, so it’s every 
man for himself up there,” 
Green said. “You are shoulder 
to shoulder with the best there 
are in your particular disci-
pline. So it’s all about how you 
can drive the rifle and mental-
ly stay in the game.” For those 
who debate the recent use of 

optics in some competitive 
matches, the 13-year-veter-
an of the Service Rifle Team 
agrees that it is “a different 
game now.”
“It takes a lot more to break 

good shots with iron sights,” 
Green said. “It just does. 
There is no question about it. 
But optics are the new norm. 
They are not going away.”
The use of optics though, is 

not a bad thing to Green. He 
explained that iron sights lead 
to more eye fatigue, which 
caused a number of people to 
leave the sport. Allowing op-
tics into some of the matches 
brings those people back, he 

said.
Handling the Pressure

When everyone has the same 
gear, the bottom line still 
comes down to the shooter 
and the shooter’s skills. And 
in the end, the best shooter 
is the one who hits the most 
targets, said Green, who just 
spent the summer competing 
in several matches against 
hundreds of civilians, veter-
ans and other current service 
members across the Depart-
ment of Defense.
“You can’t let your guard 

down for a second,” he said. 
“They will pass you up.” 
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Photo by Army Maj. Michelle Lunato

 Army Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Green, a shooter/instructor with the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, takes notes after firing his 
service rifle at Camp Perry, Ohio, during the National Rifle Matches.

SHOOTER
from page 8
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