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with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.
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Florida Veterans Council eyes 2018 legislative
session - helping Veterans Foundation key
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The Florida Veterans Council agreed to
help the Florida Veterans Foundation
seek state funding.
At its last regular meeting, the
council heard from and agreed by
consensus to help the foundation get a
regular appropriation from the Florida
Legislature. Dennis Baker, executive
director of the foundation, told the
council a handful of legislators have said
they’ll support new regular funding for
the state-created not-for-profit.
“We had four representatives who said
they’ll do legislation with us,” Baker said
at the council meeting.
The Florida Legislature created the
foundation in 2008 as a direct-services
organization to assist the Florida
Department of Veteran Affairs. Before
creation of the foundation, the state’s
veterans department got calls from
veterans needing financial help. It
couldn’t offer much more than sympathy.
The state’s veterans department operates
six veteran nursing homes, along with
an adult living facility. It also has
workers to help with filing claims and
making appeals to the federal veterans
department, the federal Department of
Veterans Affairs.
When the legislature created the
foundation, it did so with faith Floridians
would donate and has never appropriated
any money to it.

Funding a real challenge
The foundation has developed revenue
sources through the years, and watched
them dry up for various reasons. A couple
of years ago, it got a $1.5 million grant to
administer. That pot of money is running
out. What the foundation has never seen
is widespread public donations. Last
year, private donors gave about $20,000.
Baker told the council the foundation
is looking for the legislature to give it
$500,000 a year to help veterans. Council
members mused that it’d be better to ask
for more, some citing that there are about
1.5 million veterans in the state.
Additionally, Baker told the council the
foundation is looking to change how it
does financial assistance to requesting
veterans. He said the foundation

now responds to about 20 percent of
assistance requests.
“There were a lot of people working the
system,” Baker said He added, “We were
finding there were people working many
non-profits at the same time. It was a
money-making operation.”

Real-world assistance
Among other ideas the foundation is
considering, Baker said, is putting more
of its resources into helping veteran
service organizations provide more direct
assistance to veterans, such as rides to
VA appointments. Along with that, Baker
said, the foundation is looking at ways to
work more with county-employed veteran
service officers to provide direct aid.
“Whether it be grants to you, donations
to you, the (proposed) money we get
will be to serve the veteran service
organizations,” Baker said. “A lot less
money will go to emergency services.”
Baker told the council the foundation
has approached members of the state’s
Constitution Revision Commission about
putting a proposal on the 2018 ballot that
would allow voters to decide whether to

allow lottery games that benefit veterans.
Council members said they’d back that
proposal. Baker urged them not to.
“It didn’t have a snowball’s chance,” he
said.
Commission members, Baker said, told
him they feared creating a situation that
seemed to be pitting education against
veterans. Voters approved the Florida
Lottery in 1988 on the promise that it
would benefit education.
In other business, the council heard
from Mike Bousher, state president of the
Vietnam Veterans of America about relief
efforts for areas hit hard by hurricanes
Irma and Maria. Others encouraged him
to email more information about how
they could help as it becomes available.
The Florida Veterans Council is made
up of larger and smaller veteran service
organizations — such as the Disabled
American Veterans and Paralyzed
Veterans of America — to organize them
for legislative requests. The council
frequently coordinates with the Florida
Department of Veteran Affairs to propose
and back legislative items. While little
known in general, the council has a
presence in the Florida Legislature. Its
next regular meeting is in November.
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The legend of Sgt. York
‘I didn’t want to kill any more than I
had to. But it was they or I.
And I was giving them the best I had.’
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Sgt. York is among the most
storied of American warriors. The twist is, after a
hard-drinking, hard-fighting
youth, he was a pacifist.
On Oct. 8, 1918, Cpl. Alvin
Cullum York alone attacked
a German machine-gun nest,
killing at least 25 enemy
soldiers and capturing 132.
Fittingly, he was awarded the
Medal of Honor.
Yeah, some have raised
questions about whether Cpl.
York can be given so much
credit for the spectacular
capture, but even those in the
small band sent to silence the
German machine guns who
argued against the military’s
official version of the event
never cast doubt about York’s
remarkable courage that day.
York was a man of his generation. He was born in rural
Tennessee in 1887. His pop

was a blacksmith and farmer. The family had 11 kids,
so none got much schooling.
There was too much that
needed to be done to make
sure all of them ate. York was
the third born.
By the time his father died in
1911, York was the oldest of
the siblings still at home. The
older brothers found wives
and moved on. It fell on him to
help his mom take care of the
kids, so York found work in
the railroads and logging.

Hell-raiser
While he was, by all accounts, a good and reliable
worker, York was taking to
drink — something that horrified his devotedly Christian
mother. He was also getting
a reputation as a scrapper, a
young, angry man looking for
and finding himself in fights.
Still, the man in his mid-20s
was heading to church. He
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War comes calling
In the early days of the Great
War, public opinion, like
York’s, was strongly opposed
to intervening. Then on May

7, 1915, the war hit home.
A German U-boat sank the
R.M.S. Lusitania. More than
120 Americans died. President Woodrow Wilson urged
pacifism. A few days after the
sinking, he gave a speech in
Philadelphia.
“The example of America
must be a special example,”
the president said. “The example of America must be the
example not merely of peace
because it will not fight, but
of peace because peace is the
healing and elevating influence of the world and strife is
not. There is such a thing as a
man being too proud to fight.
There is such a thing as a nation being so right that it does
not need to convince others by
force that it is right.”
Those were the sort of words
that sat well with York.
Come 1916, Wilson’s campaigners proudly proclaimed,
“He kept us out of war.” It
wasn’t just the Great War
that could have tempted the
Commander in Chief to send
troops to fight an all-out war.
There were growing tensions
with Mexico, too. That culminated in the famed Pancho

See YORK page 5
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even sang in the choir.
That back-and-forth life
lasted a few years. No one
can say for sure what passes
through a man’s head, but on
New Year’s Day, 1915, York
responded to a message he
heard at a revival and set to
changing his life for the good.
The Church of Christ in
Christian Union was one of
the many that sprang up
around the teachings and legend of John Wesley. It never
branded pacifism into its core
doctrine, but that’s always
been understood as its way.
Europe had plunged into war
months before York committed himself to a Christian life.
America nervously watched
the Old World tearing itself
apart. Long after the Great
War, York reportedly told an
audience the prospect of going
to Europe bothered him.
“I didn’t want to go kill,” he
reportedly said. “I believed in
my Bible.”

Greg Willhite
of Melbourne

Phil Galdys
Publisher

for his support to sponsor veterans

Mary Kemper
Staff Writer/
Marketing Consultant

with a year-long, weekly subscription

Patrick McCallister
Contributing Writer
Ted Elkins
Subscriptions
Frankie Agosto
Legal Advertising
Tori Spoth
Legal Advertising
Colleen Penlon
Bookkeeper

to Veteran Voice newspaper.
If you are interested in sponsoring veterans in
your community with a weekly subscription,

Wayne Newland
Distribution

complete the form on page 2 and we will match

Sharon Elkins
Owner

a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.

VETERAN VOICE • OCTOBER 5, 2017 • 5

www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

Sgt. Alvin Cullum York is among
the most storied of American
soldiers. On Oct. 8, 1918, he
singlehandedly attacked a
German machinegun position
and took 132 prisoners. His
complicated inner struggles
about war captured American
sentiment of the time.

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia

YORK

from page 4
Villa raid into New Mexico that killed 18
Americans. Wilson sent Gen. John “Black
Jack” Pershing into Mexico to capture
Villa. The nations teetered on war, but
Wilson and Venustiano Carranza Garza
managed to negotiate their ways out of it.
York doubtlessly approved.
But, there was so much war going on
in the world, that in 1917 the seemingly
inevitable happened. The United States
Congress largely motivated by the Zimmerman Telegram — an apparent appeal
by Germany to entice Mexico to go to war
with the U.S. — declared war on the Germany and its allies.

Taking his place
York was 29, so he registered for the
draft. He claimed contentious objector
status. The military was still considering

his claim when he reported for training
at Camp Gordon, Ga. He’d later refuse to
use a letter written by his pastor to buttress the CO claim. York took his place
in Company G, 328th Infantry Regiment,
82nd Infantry Division.
On Oct. 8, 1918, York found himself in
the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in France.
He and 16 others were ordered to get behind enemy lines and neutralize German
machine guns. The group did infiltrate
the German lines and chanced to thwart
a counter-attack the enemy was preparing. Six died and three were wounded
in that fight. York, a corporal, was the
highest ranking soldier left after that. The
small patrol had taken prisoners.

German surrender
York had the other men guard the prisoners and started toward a machine gun
position. He later wrote:
“As soon as the machine guns opened
fire on me, I began to exchange shots
with them. There were over thirty of them

in continuous action, and all I could do
was touch the Germans off just as fast as
I could. I was sharp shooting.”
With a M1917 Enfield.
York advanced, fending off hand-to-hand
attacks. He ran out of rifle ammunition, but continued armed with a M1911
handgun. York finally got to the German
commander, Lt. Paul Vollmer, who emptied a pistol at him. York was still standing. The commander was out of bullets.
True to his pacifistic preferences, York
asked him to surrender. Vollmer accepted.
A little more than a month later, an armistice would end the fighting in Europe.
By then, York made sergeant.
In addition to the Medal of Honor, York
would receive France’s Legion d’Honneur
and Croix de Guerre with palm, along
with Italy’s Croce di Guerra al Merito and
Montenegro’s Montenegrin War Medal.
He returned home and lived a pretty
quiet life and, among other things, built a
Bible school. He died at a veterans’ hospital in 1964.

6 • OCTOBER 5, 2017 • VETERAN VOICE

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.

GOLD & GRANITE

Families of fallen remember loved ones, commemorate monument’s 1st year
Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Going back all the way to 1936, the last
Sunday in September has been dedicated
as Gold Star Mothers Day.
Congress dedicated the day to recognizing the ultimate sacrifice paid by those
whose sons, and daughters, in service to
their country.
Now, it’s Gold Star Mothers and Families
Day, paying tribute also to fathers, siblings and other family members who will
also mourn their loved ones for the rest of
their lives — though mothers will continue to spearhead the remembrance.
On Sept. 24, at Veterans Memorial Park
in Port St. Lucie, families, friends and
supporters of those who gave their lives
in service of their country gathered to
remember them, and to commemorate
the first anniversary of a stunning granite monument to them which was many
months in the making.
It was a simple — and emotional — gathering. Cars whizzed past on the busy
Veterans Memorial Parkway, but those
who came to honor the fallen were quiet
and reverent.
The Treasure Coast Gold Star Mothers
were front and center at the ceremony,
along with their families. The United Veterans of St. Lucie County were represented by the Michael Bradley Chapter 566
of the Vietnam Veterans of America, who
provided a Color Guard; the Jack Ivy 666
Detachment of the Marine Corps League,
who provided the Honor Guard; and the
Flag Detail was provided by the Reverence
Motorcycle Association of the Space and
Treasure Coasts. Bagpipe music and the
playing of “Taps,” along with readings of
presidential and gubernatorial proclamations, rounded out the ceremony.

‘This is about all of us’
President of the UVSLC Roy Brewer
is an Air Force veteran of the Vietnam
War. Though he recently lost a leg due to
illness, as master of ceremonies, he was
determined to make sure the ceremony
did its job — to honor the fallen.
“It was a long 16 months to get this
monument here,” he said. “We’re thankful
we could get it done. But it’s not about
any of us, it’s about all of us. We will never forget.”
The VVA Michael Bradley Chapter 566

Staff photo by Mary Kemper
On Sunday, Sept. 24, the one-year anniversary of the Gold Star Mothers and Families Monument at Veterans
Memorial Park, Port St. Lucie, was observed as part of Gold Star Mothers and Families Day. In the background,
members of the Reverence Motorcycle Association of the Space and Treasure Coasts stand flag guard.

Color Guard began the commemoration.
It was followed by an invocation, and a
reading of the proclamations by President Donald Trump and Florida Gov.
Rick Scott — both recognizing that Gold
Star Mothers and Families Day will be
a nationally and state-recognized day of
remembrance, complete with flags flown
on federal and state buildings.

Simple, treasured gestures
Then, Treasure Coast Gold Star Mothers
President Karen Zook oversaw the presentation of yellow roses to the mothers
and families, as well as their personal
declarations — the names of their sons

and daughters, their branch of service,
and the dates and places of their death.
Zook, along with her husband, Mark,
a former State Trooper, lost their son,
Marine Cpl. Ian Zook, who was killed in
Iraq. Her voice breaking, she said she
spoke for “every one of us who are here
today. We must always be thankful for
the freedom we have and enjoy.”
Many of those who took the microphone
to share their loved ones’ stories broke
down, though it has been 10 or more
years since they lost their lives.
“You can’t put a timetable on how long
you miss someone,” a member of the Reverence Motorcycle Association was over-

See GOLD page 7

VETERAN VOICE • OCTOBER 5, 2017 • 7

www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

ABOVE: Members of the Jack Ivy
666 Detachment of the Marine
Corps League, Port St. Lucie,
provided an Honor Guard Sept. 24
at Veterans Memorial Park, Port
St. Lucie, to commemorate Gold
Star Mothers and Families Day
and the one-year anniversary of
the emplacement of a monument
honoring Gold Star families at the
park.
Photo courtesy of Greg Mann

LEFT: The parents of Spc.
Andre McNair receive a special
honor flag as part of the
commemoration Sept. 24 of
Gold Star Mothers and Families
Day at Veterans Memorial
Park in Port St. Lucie. In the
background are members of the
Treasure Coast Gold Star Mothers
and their families. Also being
commemorated was the oneyear anniversary of the Gold Star
Mothers and Families Monument
at the park.
Staff photo by Mary Kemper

GOLD

from page 6
heard to say. “It lasts all your life.”

Monument, going forward
The imposing monument at Veterans
Memorial Park grabs the attention of
all visitors to the park, as it’s one of the

first they see. Crafted in Italian granite
by craftsman Jose Urbilla, the monument was overseen by the Medal of Honor Foundation, spearheaded by Hershel
“Woody” Williams, the last surviving
recipient of the Medal of Honor from the
Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II. The
United Veterans of St. Lucie County took
up the task.
The UVSLC spent many long months
fundraising and organizing the emplacement of the monument. There were times
when they worried that it couldn’t be

done. But it was.
It is a simple monument, but powerful. It will stand at the veterans’ park for
many long years, with benches provided
to visitors to sit and reflect on it.
A special “Honor and Remember” flag
was presented to the parents of Army
Spc. Andre McNair Jr., who was killed in
a helicopter crash at Kandahar Air Base,
Afghanistan, in 2008.
“We just want to thank you for all your
support to us,” said McNair’s father. “We
are all in this together.”
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Army Staff Sgt. Vincent
Dupree, a petroleum supply
specialist with the 249th
Quartermaster Composite
Supply Company at Fort
Bragg, N.C., lost his home in
Florida to Hurricane Andrew
in 1992. Twenty-five years
later, the Miami native
has returned to Florida
to provide support after
Hurricane Irma.

Photo by Spc. Erica Earl

Hurricane memories

For Florida soldier, Irma brings back Andrew all too well
Erica Earl

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Vincent Dupree was a 22-year-old
security guard at Miami’s Cutler Ridge
Mall when Hurricane Andrew roared
through South Florida in 1992.
The Category 5 storm came with little
warning, said Dupree, now an Army staff
sergeant. He was at work and confident
like many others that the storm was
going to turn and miss Florida. Then,
he heard what he said sounded like an
approaching train.
“We took cover in the mall’s brick
corridors, and some of us held onto the
doors as the whole building began to
shake,” he said.
Tornadoes spun off from the furious
hurricane, hurling vehicles from the car
dealership next door through the roof of
the mall, Dupree said.

Widespread Destruction
After it was over, he said the streets
of Miami and Homestead were
unrecognizable. Hurricane Andrew
demolished tens of thousands of homes
in Florida, caused more than $26 billion
in damage and left 65 people dead.
“I couldn’t even find my way driving
home,” Dupree said. “All trees, street
signs and landmarks were completely
gone. Houses were scattered down the
streets.”
The storm destroyed Dupree’s home, and
briefly disrupted the life the young man

was working to build for himself. He had
just purchased his first home two weeks
before Andrew’s landfall.
There were so few buildings remaining
that were deemed safe enough to use
as shelters that Dupree and his family
had to live in one of the many tent cities
that popped up in Andrew’s wake. After
a few weeks, he and his family were able
to move into the skeletal structure of a
relative’s home, a gutted shell of what it
used to be, he said.

‘I Know How to Help People’
“I learned a lot through that experience,”
Dupree said. “I know how to help people
now if they ever go through something
like this.”
Twenty-five years after Hurricane
Andrew, Dupree, a petroleum and
supply specialist with the 82nd Airborne
Division’s 249th Quartermaster
Composite Supply Company, has
returned to the Sunshine State with his
unit to support the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and the state of
Florida in relief missions after Hurricane
Irma, which struck Miami as a Category
4 hurricane.
This is Dupree’s first natural disaster
relief mission, and he said it is also
the first mission of this kind for many
soldiers in the 82nd Airborne Division.
“All of the soldiers with the 82nd are
motivated and eager to help,” he said.
“The unit is prepared to deploy anywhere
within a 72-hour period, but they are
excited and proud to directly help

American citizens.”

To Stay or To Go
Dupree said the mood before a hurricane
among native Floridians is a mixed
feeling of panic and apathy. It is common,
he said, for residents to “ride it out,”
shuttering up their homes and staying
put rather than evacuating.
Even though Dupree had urged his
family to evacuate, only his sister
evacuated to North Carolina, while
his three sons and his father stayed
in Miami, as Dupree had done during
Hurricane Andrew.
“My mom and I were pleading with my
sons to get out,” Dupree said. “Cities and
buildings can be rebuilt, but there are
other things that cannot.”
While Dupree expressed relief that his
family is unharmed, albeit still without
power, he said he is hoping to help others
around the state that may not be as
fortunate.
“Some areas were rebuilt only to be right
in the path of a storm again,” Dupree
said.
Dupree acknowledges that some parts
of Florida — just as parts of some other
U.S. states or other areas in the world —
in a precarious position every hurricane
season.
“Everywhere in the world has something,
whether it’s earthquakes or fires or
tornadoes or hail,” Dupree said. “For
Florida, it’s hurricanes, and you never
know when it’s going to be the big one.”

VETERAN VOICE • OCTOBER 5, 2017 • 9

www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

Treasure Coast veteran makes fun his business
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

John Mangan was in Iraq building a
business for when he got home in 2009.
“I started my first company — actually I
was on my last tour,” he said.
Mangan worked for a children’s entertainment company in his native Fort
Pierce when he was a teenager. He got an
email telling him the owner was selling
the business. Mangan thought the price
was a bit steep, but figured the sell would
create an opening in the marketplace.
The Army veteran started ordering
bounce houses and other supplies online
and having them shipped to his parents.
“I incorporated online,” Mangan said.
“Literally, a week after getting home, my
business was up and running and I haven’t looked back since.”
That company is Superior Event Rentals. He’s also co-owner of South Florida
Event Management, which creates and
promotes events such as the upcoming
Treasure Coast Bacon Bash in Port St.
Lucie on Dec. 16.
“It’s a day revolving around nothing but
bacon,” Mangan said. “It’s all about the
bacon.”

Service as combat medic
Mangan served from 2001 to 2009. He
served in support of operations Iraqi
Freedom and Enduring Freedom – Af-

ghanistan.
“I was a combat medic,” he said. “That’s
where most of my schooling is.”
However, the reality of ground combat
took him into a variety of jobs, including
interrogation.
“I actually enlisted 31 days prior to Sept.
11 (2001),” he said. “I was thinking, I’ll go
to college; we haven’t been at war in forever. I saw the (World Trade Towers) fall
and said ‘(expletive).’”
The 2001 terrorist attacks didn’t dull
Mangan’s enthusiasm to join the Army.
After all, the family had a picture of him
at age 7 attending an airshow in camouflage clothing holding an M-16 rifle.
“I’m sure it wasn’t live fire,” Mangan
said.

to start and succeed in business.
“When I joined the military, I was kind
of lost and didn’t know what I wanted to
do,” Mangan said. “I was a typical teenage punk.”
He said the most important value he
learned in the military was respect. That
translated to giving excellent customer
service and value, Mangan said. Additionally, Mangan said he’s long aimed to
employ fellow veterans as workers and
contractors assured they’ve learned skills
such as punctuality.
“There have been times I’ve hired veterans when I didn’t even need employees,
but they needed jobs,” Mangan said.
The business has always grown into
needing those employees.

Veteran entrepreneurs

Vets helping vets

Veterans Florida and others are working
to get more veterans involved in entrepreneurship. The state-created not-for-profit
has the Florida Veteran Entrepreneurship
Program that gives veterans tuition-free
training to start businesses. The training
is done online and at six state universities. The University of Central Florida is
one.
According to Veterans Florida, more
than 300 veterans have attended the program. About 50 started businesses before
or after attending. Those businesses have
produced about $4 million in revenue.
Mangan said veterans are well equipped

South Florida Event Management selects
not-for-profits to donate some event proceeds to. The American Legion and other
veterans’ organizations have been among
them.
The serial entrepreneur offered veterans
considering opening businesses a tip.
“I think the biggest thing is never give
up,” Mangan said. “Every business goes
through tough times. You keep your head
down and get through tough times.”

RALPH NATHAN OKO

To learn more about help Veterans Florida Entrepreneurship Program, visit www.
veteransflorida.org.
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BREVARD COUNTY
Now till Nov. 15
Wish you had tickets to the Army/
Navy Game? Now’s your chance! The
American Military Retirees Foundation
has received a gift of two (2) tickets to the
Army-Navy Game to be played in Philadelphia on Saturday, Dec. 9. This game
always sells out, so this could be your
opportunity to watch the Black Knights
and Midshipmen battle it out at Lincoln
Financial Field. The Foundation, which
raises the funds for the AMRA scholarship,
has decided to hold a drawing on
Nov. 16 to determine the winner. Every
donor of a minimum of $25 between
now and noon on Nov. 15 will be placed
in a drawing for the lower-level side lines
tickets (valued at $500 each). Donations
may be made online by visiting www.
amra1973.org/Foundation and using the
DONATE NOW
button or calling 1-800-424-2969 to
donate by credit card.

Second Saturday of each Month
Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Musum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators
to stop by the museum by plane. The
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee. The
breakfast is also open to the public as
Museum visitors can also attend. Breakfast for visitors is free with paid admission
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is
Sept. 9.
Please RSVP by phone or email. The
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

CALENDAR

First Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster,
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For
more information, contact us at (888) 7502522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville.
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at
own expense) and camaraderie. For more
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing
Jobs available in Brevard County,
via
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local
locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Third Saturday of the Month
Monthly breakfast meeting, (at own
expense) U.S Navy Armed Guard and
Merchant Marines National Association,
9 a.m., Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N.
Broadway St., Fellsmere. For more information call (772) 571-0230, ask for Korky.

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway,
Merritt Island.

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County
Administration Complex, Building B.

Every Wednesday

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191,
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd.,
Melbourne, for those who wear a VFW
8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced
bar specials.

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detachment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191,
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. For more information, call (321)
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.

which compiles select passages of fiction,
nonfiction, poetry, essays and memoirs
that powerfully give voice to the authors’
experiences of military service. This
book club for veterans will be held every
Tuesday at 10 a.m. through Oct. 31 in the
Schreiber Conference Center at the IRSC
Pruitt Campus in St. Lucie West. There is
no cost to attend. Each participant will
receive a copy of the book and a limited
edition T-shirt. Registration is required
at irsc.libsurveys.com/standingdown. For
more information, contact Brett Williams
at bwilliam@irsc.edu or (772) 336-6383.

Every Friday
Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help
benefit area veterans and have fun at the
same time. For more information, email
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Every Wednesday
Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach. For more information, call (772)
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month
Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Third Thursday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048,
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 Detachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m.,
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282,
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

First Tuesday of the Month

Ongoing

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd.,
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call
(772) 342-2653.

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093, 351
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary:
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight;
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;
Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386)
668-8640.

Monthly meeting, American Military
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month
Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113,
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St.
Lucie.
For more information, call (772) 342-2653.

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt.
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

welcome Chef Vince as he joins us this
week. He will be serving lunch to the
Friday BINGO crowd and dinner Friday
night, serving meatloaf, mashed potatoes,
Southern string beans, salad and lemon
bar desserts for an $8 donation.
Please stop by and show our new cook
your support. For more information, call
(772) 334-9659.

MARTIN COUNTY
Second Sunday of the Month

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting,
noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen
Beach. Also,
lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast
by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fridays and Saturdays. For more information,
call (772) 334-8407.

Now through Oct. 31

Every Friday

Veterans invited to exclusive book
club —The Indian River State College
Libraries invite all veterans to join a
literary series reflecting on the book,
Standing Down: From Warrior to Civilian,

Music by Saxman and Posse Band,
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to
be announced. Also: Our VFW kitchen will
reopen for lunches on Tuesday. Please

Every Tuesday

Acupuncture for veterans, available on
both east and west sides of county:
On the East Side: Veterans Acupuncture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204,
Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the
West Side: Volusia Military Acupuncture
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North
Garfield Avenue,
Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY
First Saturday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.
Every Monday
Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m.,
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more information, call (727) 391-6324.

