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SEAL museum
turns up the
Cold ... War

Olympic
achiever
Army 2nd Lt.
Sam Kendricks, a
Transportation Basic
Officer Leaders Course
student at the Army
Logistics University, won a
bronze medal in the pole
vault event during the
2016 Summer Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro.

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum has
a bone-chilling new display — the Cold War
Gallery.
“It’s the center section of the museum and covers everything from World War II to 9/11,” Rick
Kaiser, executive director, said.
The Fort Pierce museum is on North Hutchinson Island where the Navy established its
Amphibious Training Base in 1943. It’s where
the Navy Scouts and Raiders the predecessors
to SEALs were born and about 3,500 were also
trained for the Naval Combat Demolition Units,
the forerunner of the Underwater Demolition
teams.
The Scouts and Raiders did their jobs well and
we won the war.
“After World War II, our predecessor units were
closed down,” Kaiser said.
But the Navy kept on two Underwater Demolition teams. They’d come in handy during the
Korean War. The Navy guys were experts at
covertly moving in rivers. They also knew a lot
about explosives.
“Our guys started moving inland,” Kaiser said.
“Blowing up bridges and rescuing POWs.”
Thus the first stirrings of Sea, Air and Land
Teams. The Korean War gave the future SEALs
something else. A nickname.
“They developed special equipment, like a
dry suit for the first time,” Kaiser said. “That’s
where the term ‘Frogman’ comes from. It was
because the dry suits they used in the Korean
War. They were green and the guys looked like

See SEAL page 7
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Reservist learns skills from hunt for medal
Terrance Bell
FOR VETERAN VOICE
With the vibrant atmosphere of the summer’s Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro now
a distant memory, a bronze medal-winning
athlete can now settle into being Army 2nd
Lt. Sam Kendricks.
The Mississippi-born soldier traded his
athletic workwear for the camouflage duty
uniform Oct. 3 when he began the 16-week
Transportation Basic Officer Leader Course at
the Army Logistics University at Fort Lee, VA.
The reservist said the transition from athletic endeavors to the military training environment has been minimal, because the levels of
focus needed to be successful are similar.
“Wherever I go around the world, I’m always
wearing the uniform under the skin and
having to represent, because you never stop

being a professional athlete as you would
never stop being an officer,” he said. “It really
allowed me step back into a role I was rather
familiar with.”

Halted Sprint During
National Anthem
Kendricks, aside from placing third in the
pole vault, earned even greater acclaim when
-- true to “wearing the uniform under the
skin” -- he halted his sprint during qualifications to stand at attention while the U.S.
national anthem was playing for another athlete. His act of honor was featured on media
outlets around the world.
The 24-year-old Kendricks’ character and

See OLYMPIAN page 5
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Lois Cassle
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Major Goldsmith Fund gives a Lefty Salute the Troops
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Folks will have a chance to help out veterans by having some fun at Lefty’s Wings
& Grill in Port St. Lucie. The Major Goldsmith Fund is having the inaugural Salute
to Troops at the restaurant on Dec. 2 to
4, staring at 6 p.m. each night. The event
will feature tributes to the military, chances to meet World War II veterans, eating
contests, darts, raffles, silent auctions
and more.
“We’re going to have fun,” founder Jim
Goldsmith said. “We’re going to have
events.”
The Major Goldsmith Fund has been
around since 2006. It used to operate
within the Veterans Council of Martin
County, but broke off earlier this year.
Goldsmith started it to honor his World
War II veteran father, a man who taught
him all about generosity and putting others first. Goldsmith’s father was in Europe
and given a chance to head home for some
R and R.
“He declined and told them to find a
soldier with a family to send home in his
place,” Goldsmith said.
The fund focuses on helping combat veterans, and those who served for decades.
However, Goldsmith said the fund doesn’t
exclude any veterans it can help.
Local veteran Chris Sarrica was driving
hard to help other veterans, but his car’s
transmission was giving out. That’s when
he learned about The Major Goldsmith
Fund.
“It changed my life,” Sarrica said.
Goldsmith met with Sarrica and asked
him a bunch of questions. That was just
the start of the relationship. Goldsmith
spent a lot of time with Sarrica.
“They took me car shopping for two

Photo courtesy of The Major Goldsmith Fund
Veteran Chris Sarrica, center, thanks Dave Barrett,
left, and Jim Goldsmith, right, for getting him a
needed car. Barrett is a sales manager at Treasure
Coast Toyota. Goldsmith is the founder of The Major
Goldsmith Fund, which helps veterans with small
and, especially, large needs. The Major Goldsmith
Fund is having the inaugural Salute to Troops at
Lefty’s Wings & Grill in Port St. Lucie Dec. 2 to 4.

months,” Sarrica said.
Now Sarrica is driving around in another
car — one without transmission or other
mechanical issues. He’s also now volunteering with the fund.
“The foundation is going around help-

ing all these veterans,” Sarrica said. “It’s
not little things. It’s major, life-changing
things.”
Goldsmith said that the fund helps about
30 veterans a year. Yeah, some of the
things are pretty big, like helping Sarrica
get a car. Others, he said are the more
routine helps, such as paying a month’s
rent, or a power bill. Big or small, however, Goldsmith said it’s not about feel-good
check signing.
“I don’t hand out welfare,” Goldsmith
said. “If they’re not making an effort, I
don’t want to hand out help. I don’t like
people who are looking for handouts. If I
find a veteran who’s really, really trying,
I’ll stick with him.”
Most of the veterans are referred to Goldsmith by county veteran service officers in
Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie and Indian River counties. Until now, most of the
fund has come from tennis tournaments
hosted by Mariner Sands County Club.
Goldsmith is an avid tennis player, and
he’s made lots of friends on the courts.
“The tennis community — that’s where
we’ve been raising our money,” Goldsmith
said.
The next tennis tourney is going to be on
Jan. 14.
Goldsmith said what the tennis tournaments haven’t covered, he has. The fund
pays neither salaries nor expenses to
volunteers. Goldsmith said the fund will
always give veterans nearly 100 percent of
the donations it raises.
“I make sure of that,” Goldsmith said.
“My father’s name and my name is on
this.”
Lefty’s is at 1034 S.E. Port St. Lucie Blvd.
More about The Major Goldsmith Fund is
at www.majorgoldsmithfund.com.

Pivotal SecDef Laird dies
FOR VETERAN VOICE

Department of Defense Photo
Melvin R. Laird, who served as secretary
of defense from 1969 to 1973 and
oversaw the military’s transition to an
all-volunteer force,

Melvin R. Laird, who ended the
military draft and oversaw the
beginning of the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam while serving
as President Richard M. Nixon’s
secretary of defense from 1969 to
1973, died Nov. 16 at age 94.
In a statement, Defense Secretary Ash Carter said Laird’s death
is “a loss for the United States
and the Department of Defense.
“Secretary Laird served his
nation with distinction in the
United States Navy, where he was
awarded a Purple Heart during
World War II, in the U.S. Con-

gress, as secretary of defense,
and at the White House,” Carter
said.

Transition to All-Volunteer
Force
“Under President Richard Nixon,
Secretary Laird led the Defense
Department through a time of
great change in the world and
within our department,” Carter
continued. “He was always particularly proud that he oversaw
the successful transition to an
all-volunteer force. Through it
all, he demonstrated an unfailing

commitment to protecting our
country, strengthening our military, and making a better world.”
Laird never lost that dedication
or his willingness to contribute to
the Defense Department’s mission, Carter said.
“As secretary of defense, I’ve
often benefited from his counsel, his encouragement, and his
friendship,” he added. “He was
a reminder of the long arc of our
great country, and what we all
owe to those who came before us.
On behalf of the men and women of the Defense Department, I
send my thoughts and prayers to
the Laird family.”
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Veteran star tourist
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Veteran Hugh Ward loves taking
folks to the planets and stars.
Ward founded the West Volusia
Astronomical Society and runs its
Star Tour program, which gives
folks astronomical information
and chances to look through good
telescopes to appreciate it. He
said some of the folks who show
up to see the night sky tell him
about really noticing it for the
first time when they were in the
military.
“(The military is) a 24-hour job,”
Ward said. “Military bases are
not necessarily next to big cities.
They’re all over the place.”
Meaning a lot of young soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines pull
late-night duty outside in dark
places all over the world. Some
look up, and that experience
stays with them for the rest of
their lives.
Ward, who’s 69, has been looking at the stars since he was a
lad. His aunt’s husband was a
stargazer who took him out with
a telescope one night.
“When I saw Saturn through
that telescope, it wasn’t like looking at a picture,” Ward said. “It
was real. It was like I could reach
up and touch it.”
It was the 1950s. America was
on the verge of going space crazy.
“I was 9 or 10,” Ward said. “The
same age my uncle showed me
Saturn, it was the year Sputnik
went up.”
Sputnik 1 was Earth’s first artificial satellite. The Soviet Union
launched it into low Earth orbit

on Oct. 4, 1957, setting off fear
across America and the world. At
the time none outside of a handful in the Soviet space program
knew that Sputnik with its simple
radio transmitter was a tremendously scaled-down version
of lead rocket engineer Sergey
Korolyov’s original proposal for a
satellite with sensors and sophisticated transmitters.
Still, the Space Race was on and
Ward was part of a generation
looking up at the night sky that
now had manmade objects. His
Jacksonville school let students
watch rocket launches.
“When John Glenn went up, we
got to go outside and stand out
there (to watch),” Ward said.
Glenn was the first American to
orbit Earth.
As the world watched the Soviet
and American space programs
send machines and men ever
farther, Ward’s parents fed him
a steady diet of telescopes and
astronomy books. When he went
to the University of Florida, Ward
got a chance to look through a
big telescope.
“They had an observatory on the
grounds, not out in the middle of
nowhere,” he said. “They’d have
open houses.”
Ward trained to teach math,
but he kept looking up at night.
He’d go back to school for a few
needed credits to teach astronomy. Among other places, he
taught astronomy at DeLand and
Seabreeze high schools for the
Volusia County Schools.
While at DeLand High, he started having informal telescope
nights with students. That led
him to eventually start the West
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Photo by Patrick McCallister
Veteran Hugh Ward shows a handmade Dobsonian telescope at a recent West
Volusia Astronomical Society Star Tour. Ward has been an avid stargazer all his life
and taught astronomy at Volusia County high schools.
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Volusia Astronomical Society,
which is really more so a name
to put on doing what he loves —
showing people the night sky.
Volusia County eventually contacted him about doing his star
tours at the Wiregrass Prairie
Preserve near Osteen. The woody
area doesn’t have much in the
way of amenities. Indeed, it
doesn’t have anything in the way
of amenities. But, it’s got that one
thing stargazers love most.
“A dark sky is something to behold,” Ward said.
However, the preserve’s best
feature — distance from artificial
lighting — is also a downside. The
dirt roads in the preserve can be
difficult to impossible for some
cars to use. Still, the star tourists
go.
“I’ve had as many as 50 out
there at the Wiregrass,” Ward
said. “I’ve had people come from

Orlando.”
He’s trying out another location
— the DeLand Municipal Airport.
The Experimental Aircraft Association, which he’s a member
of, has a hanger on the airport’s
northeast side. It’s not as dark as
Wiregrass, but is convenient for
folks to get to.
Ward said looking at the night
sky reminds him to be humble.
“It’s like going into another realm,” he said. “We’re in a
three-dimensional place, and the
third goes to infinity. It helps me
realize my place in the universe.”
The next Star Tour, weather and
conditions permitting, will be on
Friday, Dec. 2.
For more about the West Volusia
Astronomical Society and upcoming Star Tours, email Ward at
hcward@cfl.rr.com.
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Your Career
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athletic excellence have their roots
in an Oxford, Mississippi, family
headed by a Marine veteran and
high school track-and-field coach.
Scott Kendricks said he and his
wife, Marni, reared their son and
his siblings on bedrock values.
“I tried to instill some discipline
in him and his brother,” said the
elder Kendricks of Sam and his
fraternal twin, Tom, an engineer.
“We used to get up together in the
mornings and run, and we did a
lot of pushups and sit-ups.”

Technical Support Specialist
Customer Care Professional
Healthcare Support Specialist

Disciplined Environment

• Full and Part Time employment
• Excellent Benefits after
60 days
• Casual fun environment
• Exciting contests and events
• Worldwide Career
Opportunities
• Paid Training
• Immediate positions available
for a new line of business

The environment in which the
Kendricks children were reared
demanded discipline. The family
raised horses and other animals
that required constant attention.
The work also was humbling.
Sam and his brother had plenty of
chances to exercise their olfactory system as well as their biceps,
“scooping” manure on a daily
basis.
“We wanted them to have a
work ethic, and we wanted them
grounded,” said Scott, who headed
the Oxford High School track-andfield team at that time.
The Kendricks’ way of child-rearing would pay off. Considered only
a mediocre pole-vaulter in the
beginning — “He was probably the
worst pole vaulter prospect I ever
coached,” said his father — Sam
surged ahead on his path toward
improvement.
“Eventually, because of that work
ethic, he got better, and pretty
soon he was the guy who was
doing the winning, but he had to
earn it,” Scott said. “That’s one
reason he is grounded and humble.”
Sam went on to become the state
high school outdoor pole-vault
champion in 2010 and 2011, his
junior and senior year, respectively. The elder Kendricks quit
his job as Oxford’s coach, and at
considerable risk, took a volunteer position with the University of
Mississippi to coach his son and
the other vaulters.

28824

Immediate Dividends

Port St. Lucie - Boca Raton - North Lauderdale

Follow us on

TeleperformanceUSA

The move paid dividends immediately. During his sophomore year
at Ole Miss, Sam made his biggest
leap in ability, vaulting 19 feet, ¾
inches.
“It was a personal best by almost
eight inches,” Sam recalled of the
event at the 2013 Clyde Littlefield
Texas Relays. He went on to win
an NCAA national championship
that year.
The achievement underscored
what could be accomplished by a
once subpar athlete and a volunteer coach with no pole-vault
coaching experience whose pairing

was subject to father-coaching-son
pitfalls. There was plenty of upside
as well, Sam said.
“It kind of opened our eyes to
say, ‘OK, we’re doing the right
thing,’” he explained. “If we keep
honing that ax, making it sharper
and tightening all the lose bolts
of what makes me a great jumper
and what we do that works, then
we can go to great heights.”

Outdoor Titles
Sam later propelled himself to
the amateur athletic stratosphere,
earning the 2013 and 2014 NCAA
outdoor titles, among other accolades. Feeling the need for greater
competition, he decided to leave
the Ole Miss track and field program in 2014 to turn pro, though
he continued on as an ROTC
student and engineering major,
graduating in 2015. The elder
Kendricks continued to coach him.
“I wanted to make a living in
the sport,” Sam said. That meant
building notoriety. The Olympics
would help. He finished first at the
Olympic trials and aimed his pole
toward Rio. His father and girlfriend came along. It was surreal,
Sam recalled, adding that winning
the medal and standing atop the
podium with millions watching
was not the proverbial cherry-onthe-top moment for him.
“There was an internal victory
and gratitude long before I stepped
on the runway to compete,” he
said. “I wondered, ‘If I won a medal, what would I do?’ I decided I
was going to feel that way now. I’m
going to really internalize what it
means to be a winner and a loser
and understand that neither of
those matter. It is my ability to
compete. That’s most important,
and I’m going to enjoy that. The
time on the podium was for everyone else.”

Leadership Qualities
Sam’s ability to capture perspective might serve him well as a
leader-course student. He said he
has given deep thought to what it
means to be a leader and how his
stature as a championship athlete
might influence others.
“I think I can help soldiers by
helping to convey that short-term
goals equate to long-term goals by
emphasizing discipline and detail,”
he said. “My mission as an athlete
is to jump high, but my goal is to
compete well. To do both, I must
do the small things. I must get a
little faster, get a little stronger
and learn a little bit more. If I can
do all those things every day, I can
accomplish the mission.”
Kendricks is assigned to the
655th Transportation Company,
373rd Quartermaster Battalion,
38th Regional Support Group,
based in Millington, Tenn. He said
the unit was more than supportive
during his Olympic quest. Kendricks has his sights on the 2017
world championships in London.
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BREVARD COUNTY
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 123, Execs, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
(Members, second Thursday each
month 10:30 a,m. to 12:30 p.m.)
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m.,
Smoky Bones Restaurant, 1510 W.
New Haven Ave., Melbourne. All
veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at
own expense) and camaraderie. For
more information, contact Peter Diaz
at (321) 253-0552 or Ray DiZefalo at
(321) 952-4474.
Lunch by Richard, VFW Post 8191,
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City
Blvd., Melbourne. Second drink free
for those who wear a VFW 8191 logo
hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced bar
specials.
Saturday, Dec. 17
3rd Annual Veterans Fishing Challenge and “Braggin’ BBQ Bash,”
(rescheduled) 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Anglers
will fish aboard the Orlando Princess, taking off from Riverview Park,
2400 Riverview Drive, Melbourne.
Only 100 seats available. Sponsored
by the Veterans Resource Council of
the Melbourne Regional Chamber of
Commerce. There is a $75 cost for
fishing, and the cost for the barbecue alone is $15. If you are unable to
attend, please consider sponsoring a
deserving veteran. To register, go to
melbourneregionalcchamber.com and
click on the “Events” tab.

CALENDAR
Ongoing
Jobs available in Brevard County,
via
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for
local locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Monday, Dec. 5
Monthly meeting, Veterans Council
of Indian River County, 1:30 p.m.,
Indian River County Administrative
Complex, Building B.
Tuesday, Dec. 20
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt.
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian
River Drive, Sebastian. All veterans
invited to enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more
information, call Bob Parker at (321)
724-1535.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Friday, Nov. 25
Bingo, American Legion Post 355,
every Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter
113, 1150 S.W. California Blvd., Port
St. Lucie. Come on out and enjoy
some fellowship, help benefit area
veterans and have fun at the same
time. For more information, email clavalle567@att.net.

Entertainment, American Legion
Post 318, Savannas Club Boulevard,
Port St. Lucie, 7:30-11 p.m. Also on
Saturdays. For more information, call
(772) 878-0655.
Monday, Dec. 5
Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666
Detachment, Marine Corps League,
7 p.m., American Legion Post 318,
1000 Savannas Club Blvd., Port St.
Lucie. All Marines, Navy corpsmen
and chaplains welcome.
.

MARTIN COUNTY
Friday, Nov. 25
Music by Saxman and Posse Band,
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m.
Dinner to be announced. For more
information, call (772) 334-9659.
Wednesday, Nov. 30
Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American
Legion Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach. For more
information, call (772) 334-6966.

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Thursdays in December
Musician Greg Cardino performing
for Big * Burger Night, VFW Post
3282, 5810 Williamson Blvd., Port
Orange, only $5. For more information, call (386) 761-7217.
Friday, Dec. 16
Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter
1048, 6:30 p.m., VFW Post 3282,
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

SEMINOLE COUNTY
Throughout November
The Kiwanis of Seminole is presenting a “Field Of Honor” display
at the Seminole City Hall on 113th
Street for the month of November.
You are invited to sponsor a flag for a
veteran, with a personal banner with
that service member’s information.
Cost is $35. For more information, call
Wayne at (813) 767-4682 or Vicki at
(727) 744-4418 or visit www.kiwanisseminolebreakfast.com/
Every Monday
Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts
7 p.m., American Legion Post 252,
7 p.m., 11433 Park Blvd., Seminole.
For more information, call (727) 3916324.
Please submit event information
to info@veteranvoiceweekly.com
at least two weeks in advance, so
that we may ensure your events
receive timely publication.

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service
The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed
away as of November 14:

The mission:
Buy one, gift one
FOR VETERAN VOICE

Lift the spirits and meet the
needs of the men and women
serving our nation by delivering
much needed supplies in the
form of holiday care packages.
For every eligible order made
on OpticsPlanet.com from now
through Dec. 27, a portion of
proceeds will be allocated towards
sending gifts to our troops.
But the giving doesn’t just
end there — choose a gift to be
packed inside a care package as a
way to express your support and
appreciation to those who serve
this holiday.
Your mission, should you choose
to accept it, would be to place an
order with OpticsPlanet.com to

trigger a donation in support of
Operation Gratitude. After placing your order, you can choose
from one of the gifts listed below
to go inside care packages that
will be sent to our troops
• Paracord
• Eyewear
• Socks
• Toiletries
Operation Gratitude sends more
than 200,000 care packages to
United States service members
every year. Each care package
costs $15 to assemble and ship
and is filled with snacks, entertainment and hygiene items, plus
personal letters of appreciation.
We are proud to partner with Operation Gratitude and be a part
of their mission to lift the spirits
and meet the needs of the men
and women serving our nation.
To learn more about Operation
Gratitude, visit www.operationgratitude.com.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Richard McLaughlin, Air Force, Korea
Ronald S. Forster Sr., Navy
Harold C. Gates, Army
Robert “Bob” Martens, Army
John W. Skinnider, Marine Corps, WWII
William Van Fossen, Army Air Force, WWII
Frederick W. Myers, Navy, WWII
Roy J. Harris, Marine Corps
Paul Leo Fleischmann, Navy, WWII
Robert Carlton Kingston, Navy, WWII
Robert Walter Juback, Army, WWII
Robert C. French, Army, WWII
James Willis (Bill) Chambers, Army, WWII
Coleman J. Alexa, Marine Corps, WWII
Russell A. Kent, Navy, WWII
Robert Harrington “Bob” Clark, Marine Corps, Korea
Joseph Kushner, Air Force, Korea
Seymour Levine, Army, WWII
Robert “Bob” Everlanka, Air Force
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Photos courtesy of the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum
LEFT: Predecessors of the storied Navy SEALs got the nickname ‘frogmen,’ because of early dry suits
first used in the Korean War. This early dry suit is on display at the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum’s
Cold War Gallery.
ABOVE: Add space to sea, air land teams. Navy UDT and SEAL teams retrieved Mercury, Gemini and
Apollo astronauts when they splashed down in the ocean. That history is honored at the National
Navy UDT-SEAL Museum’s new Cold War Gallery. Two SEALS flew on space missions — Capt. Bill
Shepherd and Lt. Commander Chris Cassidy.

SEAL

from page 1
frogs.”
There was no such thing as waterproof zippers, so the suits depended on brass clamps.
“You can imagine how dry that
was — not very,” Kaiser said.
An early dry suit is among the displays at the new Cold War Gallery.
The Korean War came to a close,
but things were heating up for the
Cold War in Southeast Asia. The
Army had its Special Forces, but,
Kaiser said, there as a gap in their
operations that President John

F. Kennedy recognized. While the
Navy had special operations under
way, Kennedy formalized the process by the creation of the SEALs
in the early ‘60s.
“That was his answer to the Green
Berets to work on water,” Kaiser
said. “The Green Berets were up
and running, but they didn’t do the
water work the SEALs could, so
that’s why they started them.”
The SEALs hit the water running.
Roy Boehm, one of the men who
formed the first two SEAL teams,
said the new unconventional warfare group did some of its first covert operations in Cuba as America
contemplated military operations
against the upstart communist
government and watched for Soviet

Dogs For Life
celebrates the
graduation of 3
veteran service dogs
By Shelly Ferger
FOR VETERAN VOICE

Oh, how proud Dogs For Life is to have
celebrated the commencement of another
group of veteran service dog teams!
Last Saturday the Dogs For Life staff and
the graduates, along with friends and family gathered for the graduation ceremony
for Bill (Navy veteran) with service his dog
Freyja, Bob (Navy veteran) with his service
dog Bodacious and Harmony (Army veteran) with her service dog Gunny.
After committing to a full year of obedience, public access and task training, ex-

activity. Boehm died in 2008.
But Vietnam is where SEALs
earned their storied trident in the
American imagination, and the
Cold War Gallery reflects that.
“Obviously, the Vietnam display is
a big section,” Kaiser said.
Over the last 55 years, a lot of developers have shown the Navy the
next perfect piece of equipment.
“That’s one of (SEALs’) main jobs –
research and development,” Kaiser
said.
They test those prototype weapons
and tools.
“If it makes the cut, it’ll go to the
rest of the military,” Kaiser said. “If
not, it dies right there. The majority
of the stuff flops. It’s developed by
guys who aren’t special forces.”

ceptional results were achieved. DFL can’t
express how proud we are to have trained
and certified these three fine veterans and
their service dogs. Now they are able to go
out in public feeling safe and secure with
their canine companions at their sides.
We were so pleased when Devon Williams
and Tina Casro with Quilts of Valor offered,
for the third year, to make quilts for the
graduating veterans and their service dogs.
These quilts are lovingly made and were
more lovingly presented, without a dry eye
in the house.
Dogs For Life welcomes the public for
tours of the Training Center and learn
about our programs. Please call (772) 5678969 to arrange an appointment. You can
also visit our website at www.dogsforlifevb.
org and see our activities on Facebook for
additional information.
(Editor’s note: It is Dogs For Life’s policy
not to release last names of veterans to protect their privacy.)

Some of those flops are part of the
Cold War Gallery, including a large
knife with grappling hooks. Kaiser
said the knife is still around and
advertised as “the official knife of
the SEALs,” but few if any SEALs
like it.
“We’re like, ‘Yeah, whatever,”
Kaiser said. “It was way too big,
way too heavy. It looks impressive,
though.”
Some of the R&D flops are part of
the Cold War display.
The museum is at 3300 N. State
Road A1A, Fort Pierce. It’s open
Tuesdays to Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. It’s open from noon to 4 p.m. on
Sundays. The museum is online at
www.navysealmuseum.org.

Photo courtesy of Dogs For Life
The three recent graduates of the Dogs For Life Veteran Service Dog
training are Navy veteran Bill, with Freyja, Army veteran Harmony and
Gunny, and Navy veteran Bob and Bodacious.
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Doors Now Open!
The holiday season is the perfect time to take a tour of our community!
Support from family and friends can make a world of a difference
when it comes to making tough decisions...

Grand Oaks of Palm City provides residents
with all the comforts of home, plus a number of
premium services and amenities, including:
• Licensed nurse on-site 24/7
• Visiting Physicians available for next day appointments
• Accompaniment on all scheduled medical visits
• Multiple family style living rooms
• Lakeside walking path
• Indoor/Outdoor dining

3550 SW Corporate Pkwy.,
Palm City, FL 34990

Elegant Assisted Living by Trusted Health Experts
To schedule a tour today

please call Beth Kelley at 877-960-1330
or email Beth.Kelley@grandoakspc.com.

For more information on our community, visit
www.GrandOaks.org.
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