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puppy to partner
Four-legged
airmen prove
indispensable
in missions
SEE STORY ON PAGE  6

Candy, a military working dog assigned to the 27th Special Operations Security 
Forces Squadron, receives an Air Force Commendation medal from the unit’s 
commander, Air Force Lt. Col. Mark Hamilton, during her retirement ceremony at 
Cannon Air Force Base, N.M. Candy deployed six times across the Middle East and 
became one of the most experienced and decorated military working dogs in the 
Defense Department. - Photo by Airman 1st Class Lane Plummer
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The following are some of the 
Bills moving through the House of 
Representatives relating to veter-
ans’ issues (for more information, 
visit govtrack.us):

Nov 5, 2017 11:49 p.m. — Bill Summary

H.R. 3949: VALOR Act

H.R. 3949 would ease the approval pro-
cess for on-the-job training and apprentice-
ship programs under the GI Bill. Specifically, 
the bill allows an apprenticeship to be 
approved in a state where its headquarters 
are located and allow this approval to apply 
to other states, eliminating the need for 
employers to seek approval in each state. 
The bill also removes the requirements for 
a signature from both the veteran and the 
employer/apprenticeship program certifying 
the veteran’s apprenticeship hours.

Trackers: House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Nov 5, 2017 11:54 p.m. — Bill Summary

H.R. 3705: Veterans Fair Debt Notice Act of 2017

H.R. 3705 would require the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) work with Veterans 
Service Organizations (VSOs) to develop new 
notification letter that, in plain language, 
clearly explain why such alleged debt was 
created, and the steps the veteran can take 
to dispute or mitigate the debt. The bill 
would also require the VA to research the 

number of veterans who do not receive 
debt notification letters and provide a report 
to Congress detailing the steps the VA can 
adopt ...

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.

Nov 5, 2017 11:56 p.m. — Bill Summary

H.R. 2123: VETS Act of 2017

H.R. 2123 would authorize a Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) licensed health care 
professional to practice telemedicine at any 
location in any state, regardless of where the 
professional or patient is located.

Under current law, the VA can only waive 
state provider licensing requirements if both 
the physician and the patient are located in a 
federally owned facility. This places a burden 
on a significant number of veterans in rural, 
remote, or medically underserved areas.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.

Nov 5, 2017 11:59 p.m. — Bill Summary

H.R. 3122: Veterans Care Financial Pro-
tection Act of 2017

H.R. 3122, as amended, would require 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to 
post notice on its website about dishonest 
individuals who prey on those who receive 
pension benefits with regular aid and atten-
dance (A&A;), and are at risk of financial ex-
ploitation. Additionally, the bill requires the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) to 
conduct a study and report to Congress on 
how to better protect vulnerable veterans 
from fraud and abuse.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Nov 6, 2017 — Bill Text

H.R. 918: Veteran Urgent Access to Men-
tal Healthcare Act

This bill’s text for status Reported by 
House Committee (Nov 6, 2017) is now 

available.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.

Nov 6, 2017 — Bill Text

H.R. 3562: To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to furnish assistance for adaptations 
of residences of veterans in rehabilitation 
programs under chapter 31 of such title, and 
for other purposes.

This bill’s text for status Reported by 
House Committee (Nov 6, 2017) is now 
available.

Trackers: Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.

H.R. 1133: Veterans Transplant Coverage 
Act of 2017

H.R. 1133 would amend the Choice 
program to authorize the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to provide for any care 
and/or services a live donor may require to 
carry out a transplant procedure at a med-
ical facility in the community for an eligible 
veteran notwithstanding that the live donor 
may not be eligible for VA care.

THIS WEEK IN VETERANS LEGISLATION
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Volusia honored
with Coordinator
of the Year award 

Henry Butts Sr. served in the Marine 
Corps for 16 years. 
“I did three combat deployments to Iraq,” 

he said. 
But Butts said, to him, the highest 

recognition he’s received for his service 
didn’t come with a military medal. In Sep-
tember Gen. Robert B. Neller, Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, awarded Butts 
as the Marine Toys For Tots Foundation 
National Coordinator of the Year. 
Butts is the Volusia County Toys for Tots 

coordinator. Last year the county went 
from three Toys for Tots programs — 
West Volusia, Daytona Beach and South-
east Volusia — to one. Butts had been 
coordinator for Daytona Beach. When the 
county’s Toys for Tots programs unified, 
he took the helm at others’ request. The 
newly-fused countywide Toys for Tots had 
a lot of stumbling to get through. Still — 
“We collected over 40,000 toys (in 

2016),” Butts said. 
They were distributed to about 10,000 

children.  
Making the task more difficult is the fact 

the Daytona Beach native lives in Talla-
hassee, where his wife’s working on her 
doctorate. Butts was and again this year 
is driving from the state capitol to Day-
tona on weekends from October through 
the holiday seasons to run fundraising 
events, recruit and organize volunteers 
and get gifts out to children. 
When Butts accepted the national coor-

dinator honor at a national Toys for Tots 
conference in Leesburg, Va., he said a 
lot of people asked him about those long 
drives and time from his family to help 
children growing up where he did. 
“Some people say, ‘Why do you do 

that?,’” he said at the conference. “‘Why 
do you drive three hours to do Toys for 
Tots? You must be crazy.’” 
Insanity, he explained, had nothing to do 

with his dedication to continue volunteer-
ing for Toys for Tots in the Birthplace of 
Speed. 
“I’m not crazy; I’m a Marine,” he said. 
Butts wants children growing up in Day-

tona Beach to see a hometown Marine in 
dress uniform giving back to the commu-
nity.  
“I want them to identify with the Ma-

rines,” he said. 

Brevard County splits 

While Volusia County found it advanta-
geous to combine its Toys for Tots pro-
gram, Brevard County is splitting in two. 
“Right now, I think a lot of people are 

confused, because we’ve always been 
Brevard County Toys for Tots,” Lorrie 
Barnes, mentoring coordinator for the 
county, said. 
Randy and Lorrie Barnes coordinated 

Brevard County for six years. They’ve 
handed off their batons to Fabio and Liz 
Cedeno in South Brevard and Denise 
Farias in North Brevard. They’re helping 
the new coordinators through this first 
year. Farias said she appreciates their 
mentoring as she launches the South 
Brevard Toys for Tots. 
“It’s exciting and overwhelming all at 

once,” she said. 
Barnes explained why organizers opted 

to split Brevard.
“The reason we divided this county is it’s 

too long,” she said. 
Brevard is 72 miles from top to bottom. 

Barnes said when Randy and she were 
coordinating they realized that two Toys 
for Tots programs would likely accom-
plish more than one, and moved toward 
establishing north and south county 
programs. 
The North Brevard Toys for Tots covers 

Scottsmoor, Mims, Port St. John, Cocoa, 
Cocoa Beach north of Crescent Road, 
Merritt Island north of St. George Road, 
and Rockledge north of Barnes Boule-
vard. The South Brevard Toys for Tots 
covers everything else. 
Last year the Brevard County Toys for 

Tots program was hopping. 
“I can tell you it was 10,185 children,” 

Barnes said. “We had over 40,000 toys 
last year we collected or purchased. We 
ended up giving at least two toys per 
child and stocking stuffers.” 

Sebastian Elks plan 
Toys for Tots fundraiser

Rikki Garifo, coordinator of Indian River 
County’s Toys for Tots, said that county’s 
getting ready for one of its biggest fund-
raisers. 
On Saturday, Dec. 9, the Sebastian 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
Lodge #2714 will have its annual Toys for 
Tots Dinner & Dance starting at 5 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 each. They’re available at 
the lodge, 731 S. Fleming St. The phone 

TOYS FOR TOTS
 in full swing

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See TOYS page 4  
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The Voice of Experience

number is (772) 589-1516. 
In addition to a dinner of roast pork 

loin, mash potatoes, Caesar salad and 
cake, there’ll be music by Jerry and the 
Dolls. A Marine will be on hand to pick 
up the toys, along with veterans from 
Vero Beach Veterans: Next Generation. 
Attendees are asked to take unwrapped 
toys. Garifo said last year’s dinner was a 
smash. 
“They had a fundraiser and raised over 

$600,” she said. “Plus everybody took in 
toys. They had a whole pool table of toys 
and 12, 15 bicycles.” 
Cash donations to Toys for Tots are 

worth more than face value. One of the 
corporate sponsors, Toys “R” Us stretches 
donations’ values. 
“Whatever we spend (at Toys “R” Us), 

they match,” Garifo said.
That’s the case nationally.  
Garifo added that with many Marines 

in the community, Indian River County’s 
Toys for Tots gets a lot done. 
“Last year we were able to help 5,000 

families,” she said. “This is not children 
— this is families.”
Meaning probably about 10,000 chil-

dren.  
“We come together as a community,” 

Garifo said. “We’re a big veterans commu-
nity.”

 Martin County’s white doves 
celebrate 30th year 

It’s commonplace for civilian organiza-
tions to coordinate local Toys for Tots 
programs, although the national foun-

dation is run under the Marine Corps 
Reserve. Martin County even does that a 
little differently. 
“The United Way of Martin County Coor-

dinates the White Doves,” Nancy McCa-
rthy, director of marketing and informa-
tion, said. 
That’s Martin County’s Toys for Tots. 

This is its 30th year. 
“It’s just in Martin County we call it 

White Doves Holiday Project,” McCarthy 
explained. 
Folks in Martin aren’t confused. About 

120 businesses and hundreds of volun-
teers help out annually. 
“This year, I can tell you we’ve had over 

1,000 families apply for White Doves,” 
McCarthy said. 
Families will get more than toys from 

White Doves this holiday season. 
“One of the things we’re doing to com-

memorate the 30th anniversary is we’re 
providing a holiday meal for the families,” 
McCarthy said. “This year we really want 
to make it special and provide a meal for 
the family as well.” 
McCarthy said collection boxes in the 

county have “White Doves” on them. 
“They’re marked ‘Toys for Tots,’ and we 

have our sticker on there,” she explained. 

Challenging children 

Barnes in Brevard said a challenge all 
Toys for Tots programs face is older chil-
dren and youths. Part of that is because 
donors focus on younger children. The 
other problem is youths with high hopes. 
“They want (video games) and all that 

stuff,” Barnes said. 
However, she noted that youths’ lives 

have been changed by unexpected gifts. 
“Shaquille O’ Neal,” she said. 
The famous basketball player was 

dubbed “Shaq-A-Claus” for his work as 

an honorary spokesman for Toys for Tots. 
“He was a recipient of Toys for Tots when 

he was young,” Barnes said. “He got his 
first basketball from Toys for Tots and the 
rest is history.” 
In a previous press release, O’Neal said 

that basketball was “an amazing, unex-
pected gift.” 
Brevard’s Farias said another challenge 

is children with disabilities. The national 
foundation prohibits local programs from 
paying more than $29.99 for toys unless 
their cash donations meet certain crite-
ria. When that happens —
“We can ask to spend more for a toy for, 

say an autistic child,” Farias said. 
Children with sensory processing dis-

orders common with autism often need 
specialized toys due to things such as 
texture and sound sensitivities. 
Farias said sensory processing disorders 

are only one disability Toys for Tots deals 
with. 
“I have a young man with cerebral pal-

sy,” she said. “I have a young man who’s 
deaf.” 

Cash donations needed 

Farias added that North Brevard Toys for 
Tots, and likely others, are needing every 
dime they can get this year. 
“I think with the hurricanes and every-

thing, a lot of people are hurting,” she 
said. “The businesses are tapped out. It’s 
been a tough year.” 
While all of the local Toys for Tots work-

ers are volunteers, including the coordi-
nators, they still have expenses such as 
paying for toy storage. 

See TOYS page 7  

TOYS
from page 3
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LEFT: This photo, taken aboard the 
USS Brooklyn during the Spanish 
American War, shows Seaman George 
Henry Ellis and comrades days before 
Ellis met his death as the first person 
killed in the Battle of Santiago de 
Cuba. Coincidentally, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
had become the adopted hometown 
of the seaman, and where he met his 
wife, Sadie. - Photo courtesy of Bob 
and Kay Warren
BELOW: At their home in Fort Pierce, 
Bob and Kathleen ‘Kay’ Warren 
display research and photos relating 
to Kay’s grandfather, George Henry 
Ellis, who was the first person to die 
in the Battle of Santiago de Cuba 
during the Spanish American War, 
aboard the USS Brooklyn.
 - Staff photo by Mary Kemper

“Remember the Maine.” Teddy Roosevelt 
charging up San Juan Hill.
These are some of the enduring memo-

ries of the Spanish American War, which 
took place over just three years — 1898 
to 1901. It was Spain’s last gasp as an 
imperial power, and it left the Americans 
decisively established in the Caribbean.
The battles fought on San Juan and 

Kettle hills have overshadowed the main 
naval battle at Santiago de Cuba, which 
was no less decisive in winning the war — 
and which resulted in only one American 
casualty, George Henry Ellis, of Brooklyn, 
N.Y.
Today, his granddaughter, Kathleen 

“Kay” Schaefer Warren and her husband, 
Bob Warren, Fort Pierce, an Army veteran 
of World War II, have closed the circle on 
the history of this brave sailor. And what 
a story it is. 
Together with ancestry.com researcher 

Edward J. Donnell III, who studied Ellis 
for many years and who reached out to 
Kay for information, the story of the chief 
yeoman’s life and death at the young age 
of 23 is as compelling today as it was 
back then.

Godly young man

Born Oct. 26, 1875, and originally from 
Illinois, Ellis moved to Brooklyn with his 
mother, and became a member of the 
Washington Avenue Baptist church — 
which is likely where he met his future 
wife, Sarah “Sadie” Simonson, who was 
one year younger than him.
Known as a talented writer, Ellis worked 

for a time with a New York publishing 
company as an assistant editor before 
enlisting in the Navy at the age of 16. He 
was honorably discharged Oct. 25, 1896, 
with the rank of apprentice, first class. 
He re-enlisted May 3, 1897, as seaman, 
and rose to the rank of chief yeoman on 
February 1, 1898, jumping three ranks 
due to his skills as a communications 
non-commissioned officer aboard the USS 
Columbia.
While serving, he ordered dozens of Bible 

tracts, and got permission to distribute 
them to his fellow sailors, especially as 

there was no chaplain aboard.

Eve of war

At the outbreak of the war, Ellis was 
deployed aboard the USS Brooklyn (coin-
cidental? Fateful? Maybe.) The Brooklyn 
was the flagship of then-Commodore 
Winfield Scott Schley, who, under Adm. 
William Sampson, commanded the “Fly-
ing Squadron,” independently won the 

Battle of Santiago as the admiral was 
land-side on another mission.  
Ellis’ job was range-finder — to accu-

rately measure distances from his ship’s 
cannons to enemy ships. It required him 
to stand at the rails, open to enemy fire.
The situation was this — the Spanish 

Squadron under the command of Admiral 
Pascual Cervera y Topete. was hopelessly 

SpaniSh american hero
Family of forgotten warrior bring history to life

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See HERO page 9  



6 • NOVEMBER 30, 2017 • VETERAN VOICE   Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.

Lane Plummer
DEPARTMENT OF  DEFENSE

Candy is a military working dog with six de-
ployments under her collar, and recently, she 
was finally able to rest her paws when she 
officially retired from duty during a ceremony 
at Cannon Air Force Base, N.M.
Her career, like hundreds of canines before 

her, serves as a reminder of how powerful a 
four-legged airman can be.
For most of these working dogs, it all starts 

across the Atlantic Ocean. The Military Work-
ing Dog Buying Program will travel to Eu-
ropean kennels to purchase canines for the 
Defense Department. In some cases, however, 
MWD’s are born and raised at Lackland Air 
Force Base, Texas, where training occurs for 
both canines and their aspiring handlers. 
The way to tell the difference between foreign 
and domestic canines is in their name. For 
example, if their title is “MWD Kkeaton” or 
“MWD Ttoby,” the double consonant will sig-
nify they’re a dog raised through Lackland’s 
Puppy Program. Names without the double 
consonant are for all other adopted dogs.
After being adopted, the dogs live with foster 

families before the initial training regimen 
begins when they are 18-24 months old. Once 
they enter the training program, the dogs 
have 120 days to graduate.

Training Dogs, Handlers
During this training, they learn all the ba-

sics. Basic commands such as down, sit and 
stay are the starting point. Once they learn 
these commands, the canines begin learning 
more advanced techniques such as patrol 
work, detection and more. Successfully com-
pleting the four-month program means they’ll 
graduate and be assigned their base.
Simultaneously, aspiring dog handlers are 

training nearby. It was an experience that, for 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Kyle Pethtel, a dog han-
dler with the 27th Special Operations Securi-
ty Forces, was fun and filled with challenges 
for both canine and handler.
“It felt hard at times because you didn’t 

know how much work it takes to become [a 
handler],” Pethtel said. “I remember how ner-
vous we’d be [when] pulling our first working 
dog.”
Before they get to handle their first working 

dog, the handlers must also learn the basics 
and proper commands. Not only that, they 
also must learn how to groom the dogs and 
keep them fit to fight.
When the newly trained dogs arrive at their 

first assignments, they will be assigned a 
handler and begin learning more advanced 
techniques.

Teamwork
From there, it’s all about strengthening the 

bond between handler and canine. Just like 
airmen in an office, team chemistry is a vital 
component for these working dog teams to 
accomplish the mission. Between base patrols 
and deployments, the bond only strengthens 
each time they put their bulletproof armor on.
“When we do convoys, canines lead,” said Air 

Force Staff Sgt. Paul Little, a 27th SOSFS dog 
handler. “When we’re downrange, dog teams 

lead the way. It’s one of the most vital compo-
nents to any mission they’re involved in.”
It’s an honor that Candy, one of the most 

experienced and decorated military working 
dogs in the DoD, had one last time before she 
traded in those heavy vests for a simple collar 
and leash. After eight years of service, she 
received an Air Force Commendation Medal 
and retired to her new home in Colorado with 
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Joshua Fehringer, one of 
her former handlers.
From puppy to airman, the career cycle of 

these canine service members is long and ar-
duous, and requires as much sacrifice as the 
thousands of human airmen they serve and 
protect.

FROM PUPPY TO PARTNER
Four-legged airmen prove indispensable in missions

Photo by Airman 1st Class Lane Plummer

Candy, a military working dog assigned to the 27th Special Operations Security Forces Squadron, wears an Air 
Force Commendation medal during her retirement ceremony at Cannon Air Force Base, N.M. After eight years 
of service, she retired and was adopted by one of her former handlers. 
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Eissey Campus Theatre
11051 Campus Dr, Palm Beach Gardens

January 13, 2018
Showtime 8:00 PM

For tickets call 877-592-2787
or online

www.honorflightsefl.org/events
Proceeds will benefit Honor Flight

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
HONOR FLIGHT

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Toys for Tots born 
 shortly after World War II 

There are about 750 Toys for Tots cam-
paigns nationally. It all started with one 
very determined Marine Corps Reservist. 
Back in 1946, Maj. Bill Hendricks was 

looking forward to Christmas like every-
one else. His wife, Diane, made a doll and 
asked him to find a charity that’d give it 
to a girl for Christmas. He found none, 
so Hendricks did what any good Marine 
would. He organized a group of fellow re-
servists to become Santa’s helpers. 
“That’s what Marines do,” Butts said. 

“The mission never stops. The mission 
started in 1946 and we continue to move 
forward.” 
Those determined Marines collected and 

gave out about 5,000 toys in 1947. But 
mighty as Marines are in getting missions 
accomplished, Hendricks was also the 
Director of Public Relations at Warner 
Brothers Studios. He used the position 

to get some star power behind the novel 
project. It needed a logo, too. 
“The (Toys for Tots train) — you know 

who designed the train?,” Butts asked. 
“Walt Disney.” 
Marine Corps reservists used drill week-

ends to collect and distribute toys from 
1948 to 1979. The Total Force Program 
introduced in the late ‘70s reduced the 
drill time the Marines could commit to 
toy collection and distribution. By 1991, 
with the Secretary of Defense’s blessing, 
the Marine Corps officially recognized the 
Toys for Tots Foundation to carry on the 
annual work.

Local campaigns
 
The foundation is directed by the Com-

mander of the Marine Forces Reserve. 
However, the toy drives and distribution 
are local campaigns that may or may not 
involve Marines, or Marine Corps veter-
ans. The foundation designates coordi-
nators for local campaigns. Generally, 
local Marine Corps Leagues get involved 
whether or not they’re the designated 
coordinators.  
Butts said many Marine Corps veterans 

volunteer in Volusia. He insists they wear 

their dress uniforms when attending Toys 
for Tots events. 
“When you step out in that community, 

you show them a whole new Marine,” he 
said at the national conference in Sep-
tember. “Yes, we are Devil Dogs. Yes, we 
are motivators. But, guess what — we 
have a heart for our children.” 
In the Veteran Voice interview, he said 

his family was fortunate and never need-
ed help at the holidays. However, he had 
friends whose families got gifts from Toys 
for Tots. 
He’s volunteered for the holiday-gift 

program for 16 years, in and out of the 
Marine Corps. One thing will keep him 
doing it until he can’t. 
“The look in the child’s eyes when they 

see those toys,” Butts said. “Seeing a 
child who never had anything to see that 
toy — their whole world changes.” 

Local campaigns’ home pages are at 
www.toysfortots.com. There is a link to 
find local campaigns to volunteer for or 
donate to under “Find Your Local Toys For 
Tots Program.” Most also have pages at 
Facebook. If a store has a Toys for Tots 
collection bin, that local organization is 
still taking toy donations. Many do until 
Christmas Eve. 

TOYS
from page 4
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CIRCLE YOUR CARD TYPE
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BREVARD COUNTY
Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in 
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Mu-
seum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators 
to stop by the museum by plane. The 
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public as Mu-
seum visitors can also attend. Breakfast for 
visitors is free with paid admission to the 
Warbird Air Museum. Next date is Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the 
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircom-
mand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans 
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Me-
morial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 
2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, 
for those who wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, 
shirt or beer cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 6 p.m., 
4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. For 
more information, call (321) 254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch 
gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky Bones 
Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven Ave., Mel-
bourne. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 750-
2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch 
gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 215 E. 
Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt Island. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 
or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch 
gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie Crossroads, 
1475 Garden St., Titusville. All veterans 
invited to enjoy lunch (at own expense) 
and camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@
spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, via  

Jobs: careersourcecentralflorida.com — 
for local locations, visit www.employflor-
ida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
Third Saturday of the Month

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World War II vet-
erans, monthly breakfast meeting, (at own 
expense) U.S Navy Armed Guard and Mer-
chant Marines National Association, 9 a.m., 
Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N. Broadway 
St., Fellsmere. Meeting is open to all. Please 
arrive early to get food order in before the 
kitchen gets busy. For more information call 
(772) 571-0230, ask for Korky.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detach-
ment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at 
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch 
gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. Hiram’s restau-
rant, 1606 N. Indian River Drive, Sebastian. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 
or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Second Friday of the Month

Monthly meeting, United Veterans of St. 
Lucie County, 9 a.m., 1150 SW California 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more information, 
visit uvslcinc.org. All welcome.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Michael F. Bradley Chapter 566, 
St. Lucie County, 7 p.m., Barnabas Chris-
tian Academy, 1860 SW Fountainview 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more information 
call (772) 359-1607. 

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every 
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150 
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come 
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area veterans and have fun at the 
same time. For more information, email 
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 De-
tachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas 
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ 
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV 
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military 
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30 
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact 
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 7 
p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY
Important date change

The Southeast Florida Honor Flight’s 
Virtual Honor Flight, originally scheduled 
for Nov. 4, has been rescheduled for Jan. 
20, 2018.

Ongoing:

House Party, noon-4 p.m., House A Vet, 
835 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen Beach. Free 
beer, fun and games, and food will be 
available for purchase. Admission is items 
needed by homeless veterans, such as 
baby wipes and D and AAA batteries. Cash 
donations will be gratefully accepted.

VFW Post 10066, Jensen Beach, notable 
events:

-Breakfast Brunch, will served on Sun-
days from 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

·-VFW District 11 Meeting with lunch & 
music – Nov. 18.

-Free Thanksgiving Dinners – Nov. 23
-Live Music & special dinners every 

Friday night.

Second Sunday of the Month

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting, 
noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen 
Beach. Also, 

lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast 
by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fri-
days and Saturdays. For more information, 
call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, VFW 
Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah Road, 
Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to be 
announced. Also: Our VFW kitchen will 
reopen for lunches on Tuesday. Please 
welcome Chef Vince as he joins us this 
week. He will be serving lunch to the 
Friday BINGO crowd and dinner Friday 
night, serving meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 

Southern string beans, salad and lemon 
bar desserts for an $8 donation.

  Please stop by and show our new cook 
your support. For more information, call 
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion 
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, 
Jensen Beach. For more information, call 
(772) 334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s 
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: 
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; 
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386) 
668-8640. Acupuncture for veterans, 
available on both east and west sides of 
county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, 
Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every 
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the 
West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North 
Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Macken-
zie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY
First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 11433 
Park Blvd., Seminole. For more informa-
tion, call (727) 391-6324.

CALENDAR
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service
The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed 

away as of November 23. 

HORACE LIPKIN, NAVY, WWII                              

EVO RIGHI, ARMY, WWII                                        

MARTIN EUGENE McCONNELL, NAVY, WWII                           

HENRY MAXWELL SCHMIDT, NAVY, WWII                                 

CHARLES D. KOENIGUER, AIR FORCE               

JEROME MARCUS, ARMY       

  Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for furnishing 
the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.

outnumbered and encircled by 
the American fleet in Cuban 
waters. 
Cervera’s orders were to 

hightail his fleet back to Spain 
at his earliest opportunity. 
However, Cervera felt that 
every chance should be taken 
to stick it to the Americans on 
his way out, to preserve Span-
ish troops’ morale.
Cervera chose to move the 

fleet on Sunday morning, July 
3, 1898, as he knew the Amer-
icans would be engaged in 
Sunday services.
For the deeply religious Ellis, 

it would be his day of reckon-
ing. 

Series of errors

The Spanish fleet could not 
“run” properly due to the bad 
coal they were forced to buy, 
thanks to American block-
ades. However, some ships 
could move faster than others 
— some forced the American 
ships to pivot sharply to avoid 
collisions. 
The breakout hoped to evade 

the wall of ships the Ameri-
cans had set in motion against 
their escape.
Aboard the Brooklyn, eye-wit-

ness crewmen reported that 
Ellis was “singing out” range 

readings to messengers to 
report to gun crewmen when a 
shell from either the Spanish 
Cristobal Colon or the Vizcaya 
struck the Brooklyn. 
What’s ironic is the Span-

ish ammunition was largely 
useless — in a cost-cutting 
measure, the fleet used tar-
get-practice shells filled with 
sawdust for the most part, 
with live rounds in the minori-
ty. Somehow, though, a live 
round found its way straight 
to the Brooklyn.

Instantaneous death

Whether it was the shell itself 
or shrapnel from it, Ellis, from 
his position at the rails, was 
decapitated, and died instant-
ly.
He was the only casualty 

from the battle. 
Other officers wanted to 

immediately bury Ellis at sea, 
but Schley overrode them, 
insisting that he be buried on 
land. He was originally bur-
ied on Cuban soil, but later 
disinterred and reburied in 
Brooklyn, with his funeral 
held at his beloved Washing-
ton Avenue Baptist Church 
in Brooklyn. The church had 
a capacity of 2,000 — it was 
not only filled, but thousands 
of mourners not able to get in 
showed up outside to remem-
ber the sailor.
Thousands — most of whom 

never knew the sailor they 

honored. 
The cruiser USS Ellis, 

launched in 1918, was named 
after him, the first non-com-
missioned officer to receive the 
honor.

Family legacy

The Spanish American War 
is one of American history’s 
smallest footnotes. It only 
lasted barely over 2 years, and 
its lasting legacy is America’s 
foothold on Cuba in the form 
of the prison at Guantanamo.
But for Kay Warren, it is per-

sonal.
“My husband (Bob) is really 

the one who has kept (the leg-
acy) alive,” Kay said. “He told 
me, ‘you have to let people 
know about your grandfather.’ 
He’s unique. He stayed on me 
to get the whole thing togeth-
er. He wouldn’t let it go.”
The couple have gathered 

all of the information that 
has been found, with special 
thanks to Donnell of ancestry.
com.
They’ve been able to piece 

together the life of one humble 
sailor — the only one in the 
Spanish American war to give 
his life in service to his coun-
try.
“Of course, I’m very proud 

of my grandfather,” Kay said. 
“That can never change, and it 
never will.”

Twists and turns

But the story doesn’t end 
there.
Kay’s Dad, George Harvey 

Ellis, was only 7 months old 
when his Dad died in the 
Spanish American War. But 
George Harvey Ellis went on to 
serve in the Navy himself, as 
a radioman during World War 
I, aboard the USS Melville, 
patrolling the coast of Ireland 
for German mines and sub-
marines.
Kay’s Dad was named after 

Ellis’ best friend, John Swee-
ney, who gave his name as 
“George Harvey” when enlist-
ing illegally — and who wound 
up marrying the widow of 
George Henry. 
George Harvey Ellis was “the 

most loving, caring man you 
could ever meet,” Kay said. 
Together, Bob and Kay 

(whose previous spouses 
passed away) have seven 
children, 13 grandchildren 
and 8 great-grandchildren. 
One grandson is a Marine, 
and another is serving in the 
Navy. All know the legacy of 
the sailor who gave his all in 
the Spanish American War so 
that they could live their lives 
as proud Americans.
And thanks to Kay and Bob, 

the story of one sailor in one 
forgotten war has pride of 
place in American history.

This portrait shows 
George Henry Ellis 
as a seaman in the 
U.S. Navy, before 
he became the first 
person to die in the 
Battle of Santiago 
de Cuba in the 
Spanish American 
War. He was just 23.

Photo courtesy of 
Bob and Kay Warren

HERO
from page 5
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Caitlin Russell
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Past and present service members and 
family members suffering from traumatic 
brain injury can now take part in a Cre-
ative Forces music therapy program at 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alas-
ka, a partnership between the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Defense 
Department that’s designed to help them 
recover and rehabilitate.
According to the American Music Ther-

apy Association website, music therapy 
is the clinical use of music to accomplish 
individualized goals within a therapeutic 
relationship by a professional who has 
completed an approved music therapy 
program.
Creative Forces music therapy began in 

April as a resource to support and pro-
vide training to community art providers 
and invest in research on the impacts of 

art-based interventions such as the mu-
sic therapy program.

Instrumental therapy

For people with TBI, music therapy can 
be instrumental to rehabilitation. Music 
therapists use evidence-based techniques 
to stimulate speech, movement and cog-
nitive emotions in patients.
“I joined the music therapy group after 

finding out about it from the TBI clinic,” 
said Army Staff Sgt. Sean Young, the 
training room noncommissioned officer 
for Delta Battery, 2nd Battalion, 377th 
Parachute Field Artillery Regiment. “With 
TBI, I started losing memory and overall 
comprehension, but with music therapy 
I’m able to play the guitar and remember 
riffs without thinking about it.”
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion officials say about 1.5 million people 
in the United States suffer from a TBI 

each year and that 85,000 people suffer 
long-term disabilities.

Benefits for TBI Patients

Music therapy is an opportunity for peo-
ple suffering from TBI to express emo-
tions, promote insight and awareness, 
and strengthen neuropathways to restore 
memory, attention, concentration and 
multitasking.
“The Creative Forces music therapy pro-

gram assists with the needs of military 
patients and veterans who have been di-
agnosed with TBI, as well as their families 
and caregivers,” said Danielle Kalseth, 
673rd Medical Operations Squadron cre-
ative arts therapist/music therapist. “Not 
only do we provide clinical services, we 
want to provide patients and their fami-
lies access to the arts in the community.”
The music therapy program currently 

helps 30 patients rehabilitate from TBI, 
with new referrals every week. Patients 
who receive music therapy can partici-
pate in group or individual sessions, or a 
combination of both.
The program enables TBI sufferers to en-

gage in a meaningful activity with others 
who are experiencing the same issues.
“Music therapy helps with more than 

just my memory; it helps with my mood 
too,” Young said. “On days when I’m in 
a bad mood, playing the guitar is a great 
way to change that.”

Photo by Airman 1st Class Caitlin Russell

Army Staff Sgt. Sean Young, 2nd Battalion, 377th Parachute Field Artillery Regiment training room noncommissioned officer, strums the guitar during music therapy 
with Danielle Kalseth, 673rd Medical Operations Squadron creative arts and music therapist, at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska. Music therapy sessions help 
rehabilitate patients with traumatic brain injury.

Music therapy
aids TBI sufferers


