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STUART LEGION POST 
HOSTS GRAND OPENING

STORY ON PAGE  4

The new premises of American Legion Post 
62 are located on Fischer Street in Stuart. - 
Staff photo by Mary Kemper
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Have you

Relocated
Moved??

Th en you probably want your
Veteran Voice subscription to follow. 

Please call or email us with your new address.

Be sure to include the following information:
• Your Full Name
• Old Address
• New Address
• Phone Number

Contact us today with your new information 
or any questions that you may have.
(772) 247-0123  or 
change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

Eissey Campus Theatre
11051 Campus Dr, Palm Beach Gardens

January 13, 2018
Showtime 8:00 PM

For tickets call 877-592-2787
or online

www.honorflightsefl.org/events
Proceeds will benefit Honor Flight

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
HONOR FLIGHT

PROUDLY PRESENTS
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The Cape Canaveral National 
Cemetery has had a big year as it 
approaches the second anniver-
sary of its opening. 
“Construction is now complete,” 

Don Murphy, cemetery director, 
said. 
The work on Phase 1 was fin-

ished last month. 
“That does not mean everything 

is done,” Murphy explained. 
“There’s a punch list. There’re 
items of corrections that the 
contractor must get completed. I 
suspect the punch-list items will 
be done in 30 to 60 days.” 
Nevertheless, the big work of the 

first construction phase on the 
318-acre site is now done.  
“That means it’s nice and quiet 

and peaceful here now,” Murphy 
quipped. 

Interments
The cemetery opened to inter-

ments on Jan. 12, 2016, even as 
construction of the first of sev-
en projected phases was under 
way. On that day, the cemetery 
interred 12 in a group ceremony. 
Interestingly and coincidental-
ly, the 12 represented all five 
branches of the service: Army, 
Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps 
and Coast Guard. That wasn’t 
planned. Things have gone quick-
ly since those first interments. 
There’s been an average of just 
about 33 interments a week.  
“We’re approaching 3,250,” Mur-

phy said.  
In November, the cemetery erect-

ed and dedicated its first donated 
monument, a Blue Star Memorial 
plaque given by the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs District 
VI. It’s set by the national ceme-
tery’s public information center. 
“The plaque itself is about two 

and a half by three foot wide,” 
Murphy said. 
It reads: “A tribute to the Armed 

Forces who have defended the 
United States of America.” 

Physical layout
Phase 1 of the cemetery devel-

opment is slightly more than 90 

acres. It included the administra-
tive buildings, water-management 
areas, irrigation systems and 
more. 
“The columbarium,” Murphy 

said. “The memorial path and 
memorial wall. The flag assembly 
area.” 
Along with the gates. 
The cemetery has three fin-

ished roads, but plans are to add 
another three over time as more 
acres are opened to interments. 
With community suggestions the 
roads were named Valiant Boule-
vard, Liberty Way, Warrior Ave-
nue, Serenity Lane, Tranquility 
Way and Odyssey Lane. 
Some of the names ring bells 

for people familiar with Ameri-
ca’s space program. Odyssey, for 
example, was the name of the 
Command/Service Module for 
Apollo 13. Tranquility Base was 
the name of the Apollo 11 landing 
sight. Murphy said inclusion of 
names hinting at the space pro-
gram was deliberate. 
“They had a Space Coast theme 

behind it, as well as a military 
theme,” he said.

Phase 1 complete, more 
to come
 
The cemetery is at 5525 High-

way 1, Mims. The VA’s National 
Cemetery Administration pur-
chased the site for $2.1 million 
in 2012. The first phase will have 
about 19,000 casket and cre-
mation burial sites when done. 
Construction phases will prog-
ress over about 75 years and the 
cemetery will have about 163,000 
casket and cremation burial sites. 
“Planning for Phase 2 has al-

ready begun,” Murphy said. “That 
begun last month.” 
Murphy said that construction 

will likely start in 2021. It won’t 
be as extensive or disruptive 
as Phase 1. He hopes folks will 
go out to respectfully walk the 
grounds and honor those interred 
there. 
“Now that everything (in Phase 

1) is complete, it’s a beautiful 
place,” Murphy said. 
The office is open weekdays 8 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The cemetery is 
open to respectful visitors during 
daylight hours daily. The Na-
tional Cemetery Administration 
encourages visitors to take and 

leave natural floral arrangements 
no taller than 24 inches for grave 
placements. No artificial flowers 
or non-floral placements are per-
mitted. 
“Any veteran alive today who 

wants to be buried at Cape Ca-
naveral National Cemetery can 
be assured they’ll have a place 

available to them,” Murphy said. 
“The cemetery is not projected to 
run out of burial space for 75 to 
90 years.” 
For information about interment 

eligibility, visiting guidelines or 
other items, call the office at (321) 
383-2638, or visit www.cem.
va.gov. 

CAPE CANAVERAL NATIONAL CEMETERY
FINISHES FIRST PHASE 

Next phase already in planning 

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo courtesy of the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery 

The Florida Federation of Garden Clubs District VI gave the Cape Canaveral National 
Cemetery its first donated monument last month. The cemetery has done about 33 
interments a week since opening in January of 2015. 
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for their generous support to sponsor
several veterans with a year-long, weekly
subscription to Veteran Voice newspaper.

If you are interested in sponsoring veterans in
your community with a weekly subscription,

 complete the form on page 2 and we will match
a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.
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Not Just Another Day

To the Editor:

Everybody remembers Dec. 7, 1941 … but 
many don’t remember Dec. 16, 1944.
Saturday, Dec. 16, will be just another 

day to most — perhaps a bit colder, and 
the stores looking forward to a big holiday 
season.
To a rapidly shrinking group of 143 mem-

bers of the Battle of the Bulge, it will be the 
73rd anniversary of a most horrible time in 
their lives … the beginning of the largest and 
bloodiest battle ever fought in the Ardennes 
region of Belgium and Luxembourg.
The battle lasted only six weeks from Dec. 

16, 1944, to Jan. 25, 1945. In that short 
period of time, we suffered 80,000 casualties, 
including 19,000 who made the supreme 
sacrifice. It was the turning point of the war, 
and Germany surrendered three months 
later.
Our members, from 88 to more than 95 

years of age, may not remember what they 
had for lunch, but they will never forget the 
10-below-zero, the snow, and the horrors of 
front-line infantry combat. Only a few had 
winter clothing.
We remember our comrades who had their 

rendezvous with death, and we make every 
effort to keep their memory alive. Our Chap-
ter will meet on Sunday, Dec. 17, in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Hilton Airport Hotel to 
cleanse our wounds and have a moment of 
silence. 
We always have our meeting on Sundays 

when there are no doctor’s appointments!

George Fisher
President
Southeast Chapter of the Battle of the Bulge

For more information, call (561) 585-7086, 
email GeorgeFVBOB@aol.com or visit www.
VBOB62.com.

New premises
Legion post hosts grand opening in Stuart

It took many months, but 
at long last, American Legion 
Harold Johns Post 62 gave 
a grand opening of its new 
premises Dec. 6 in Stuart.
It’s located at 2000 SE 

Fischer St., in a former Ruby 
Tuesday’s restaurant build-
ing. Renovation work began 
in December 2016, and 
members were able to move 
in by May of this year.
Representatives from na-

tional and state Legion orga-
nizations showed up to help 
“christen” the building, along 

with other dignitaries.
Dennis Boland of the Na-

tional Executive Committee 
represented National Com-
mander Denise Rowan, the 
Legion’s first female head.
“The way the Legion is grow-

ing is an awesome sight,” he 
said, noting that Post 62’s 
membership, at 188 and 
counting, has exceeded ex-
pectations.
He announced that Rowan 

will visit Post 62 Jan. 26.

Congratulations
Former Martin County 

Commissioner John Haddox 
represented U.S. Rep. Brian 
Mast (R-18). 

“I know the Congressman 
wished he could be here to-
day,” Haddox said. “He sends 
his warmest congratulations 
and best wishes.”
Post Commander Pat Ecker-

ly said, “We kept saving and 
saving, and we finally got the 
building. And I must tell you, 
this place was not built by 
just a couple of people.”
Eckerly noted that mem-

bers built the bar, donated 
and put in flooring, hur-
ricane-proof windows and 
furniture.
“We should all be very proud 

of all the hard work done, 
and how beautiful it looks,” 
Eckerly said.
Post 62 was formerly located 

on U.S. 1, near the intersec-
tion with Cove Road, a build-
ing affectionately called “the 
barracks” by members.
New members are welcome 

at the post. For more informa-
tion, contact Eckerly at (772) 
781-1851.

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Members and guests 
enjoy American 
Legion Post 62’s new 
premises in Stuart.

Staff photo by
Mary Kemper
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THUNDER ENLIGHTENING
Storm research helps Army better plan missions

Jenna Brady
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

An Army scientist working at the Army Research 
Laboratory in Adelphi, Md., has discovered a new 
pattern in the evolution of thunderstorms that 
can be used to better predict how weather and the 
environment will affect Army assets such as un-
manned aerial systems (UAS) on the battlefield.
Dr. Xiping Zeng, ARL meteorologist, recently 

presented his research at the 2017 NASA Precipi-
tation Measurement Meeting, where he discussed 
how thunderstorm research is vital to the military 
and how two environmental factors that develop 
during these storms need to be better predict-
ed and closely monitored: downdrafts and su-
per-cooled raindrops.

Measuring air, precipitation
Strong downdrafts can lead to strong surface 

gusts, and super-cooled rain drops, which re-
main liquid with a temperature below zero degrees 
Celsius, freeze immediately after colliding with 
aircrafts.
“These two factors are disastrous to UAS, as they 

cause them to fall to the ground,” Zeng said.
“However, no current model accurately predicts 

this because we have so little information on them. 
This research has revealed a coupling of the two 

factors, providing a basis to understand and im-
prove impact predictions.”
Zeng’s research has revealed a new pattern of 

down and updraft alternation and further found 
the pattern reduces the chance of super-cooled 
drops.

Unmanned systems
This new discovery provides a basis to under-

stand and further predict the two factors.
According to Zeng, prediction in the battlefield 

environment is a challenge in the era of high 
technology (e.g., UAS) and ARL researchers work 
to improve numerical weather prediction for such 
environments.
Zeng will further observe and model the down-

drafts in thunderstorms and then develop an 
algorithm to better represent them in ARL’s NWP 
models and provide them to the NWP community 
at large.
He hopes that the improved algorithm will be 

able to effectively predict surface gusts and su-
per-cooled rain drops more accurately for UAS in 
adverse weather with thunderstorms.
Zeng’s research develops situational understand-

ing by providing an opportunity to improve weath-
er forecasting for the Army through better remote 
sensing rather than deploying additional in-situ 
sensors in areas of interest.

Photo by Jhi Scott
ARL meteorologist Dr. Xiping Zeng works in 
ARL’s Atmospheric Modeling Branch located 
at the lab’s headquarters in Adelphi, 
Maryland. 
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The Military Officers Associa-
tion of America FL-28, Treasure 
Coast chapter, is running down 
donations to help high-school-
ers and homeless veterans. 
On Saturday, Feb. 3, the chap-

ter will host its second TCMOAA 
& JROTC 5K Run & 2-Mile 
Walk. A big focus of the event is 
getting the high schools in Mar-
tin and St. Lucie counties with 
Junior ROTC programs to send 
their cadets.  
“The goal is for each one of 

those to send five teams from 
each,” Bobbie Williams, the race 
director and local MOAA presi-
dent, said. He added, “It’s about 
20 cadets from each program.”

Competition

There are Army Junior ROTC 
units at Port St. Lucie, Fort 
Pierce Central and South Fork 
high schools. Treasure Coast, 
Jensen Beach and Martin 
County highs have Air Force 
Junior ROTCs. St. Lucie West 
Centennial High has a Navy 
Junior ROTC program. Wil-
liams said the two counties 
have about 1,700 Junior ROTC 
cadets according to what the 
schools have told him. 
“We have a little competition 

with the cadets,” he said. 
Last year the Jensen Beach 

High School Falcon Battalion 
took home the Cadet Challenge 
Cup at the officially-timed run.  
“We have a certified track for 

those who compete in other rac-
es,” Williams explained. “(The 
runners’) times are qualifying 
times.”
There are eight age categories 

ranging from 12 and younger to 
70 and older. Of course, those 
categories are subdivided by 
genders, too.    
“The proceeds for this run go 

to a homeless veteran program 
and the (Junior) ROTC pro-
grams,” Williams said. 

Successful run last year

The 5K raised about $4,000 
last year after expenses, be-
cause of sponsorships. A little 
more than $500 went into the 

local MOAA’s homelessness-vet-
eran assistance efforts. 
“It’s our internal program,” 

Williams said. “We generate 
care packages.” 
Those packages include per-

sonal hygiene items, contact 
lists for social programs and 
more. The chapter recently held 
a stand down with help from 
Sarah’s Kitchen of the Treasure 
Coast, a faith-based food as-
sistance program in St. Lucie. 
MOAA focused on getting vet-
erans out, but assisted all who 
showed up.  
Along with getting veterans 

connected with service officers 
and others who could help 
them, Williams said the chap-
ter gave out 140 care packages. 
Sarah’s Kitchen provided 150 
meals.

JROTC benefits
 
The balance of the raised 

money went to the participat-
ing high school’s Junior ROTC 
programs. Each received about 
$380. 
“We had about 135 runners, 

and I had a lot of sponsors,” 
Williams said. He later added, 
“First year, we had 40, 50 spon-
sors.”
There’ll be a pre-event raf-

fle and auction fundraiser at 
Recovery Sports Grill on Tues-
day, Jan. 9, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Recovery is at 10350 S.W 
Don R. Led Duke Drive, Port St. 
Lucie. 
The run will start at the in-

tersection of Southwest Village 
Parkway and Southwest Discov-
ery Way in Tradition, Port St. 
Lucie. 

“Race day registration starts 
at 7 (a.m.),” Williams said. “The 
race starts at 8:30 (a.m.).” 
Those who register in advance 

pay $15 without the T-shirt, 
and $25 with. Race day regis-
tration is $5 additional. 
Between now and race time 

Williams is seeking opportuni-
ties to speak to veterans groups 
about the run. MOAA is also 
seeking individual and company 
sponsors of all sizes and dona-
tion levels.  

Williams is available at (540) 
429-2057, or answerthecall4u@
gmail.com. Online signup is 
at www.runsignup.com. More 
about the Treasure Coast MOAA 
is at www.moaafl.org/Chapters/
TCMOAA.

MOAA RUNS 5K 
Event will involve JROTC Cadets to help high-schoolers, homeless vets

Photo courtesy of Treasure Coast MOAA

The Jensen Beach High School Air Force Junior ROTC, Falcon Battalion, cadets took home the Cadet Challenge Cup at the 
inaugural TCMOAA & JROTC 5K Run & 2-Mile Walk last year. The Treasure Coast Military Officers Association of America chapter 
is hosting the second on Feb. 3. 

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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There are a lot of veterans in Central 
Florida. And a lot of them call the Heart of 
Florida United Way for help. The non-profit 
social-services agency serves Osceola, Or-
ange and Seminole counties. 
“In terms of the call system, we’ve gotten 

16,000 calls in 2016 from veterans in that 
tri-county area,” Priscila Kalagian said. 
Kalagian is the director of the Central Flor-

ida United Way’s Mission United. Most of 
those calls were relatively simple requests 
for information. Some were much more 
complicated and highlight why Mission 
United exists. 
“It’s a community collaborative to improve 

the system of care for veterans in the com-
munity,” she explained. 

Focus group

The local Mission United had a focus 

Heart of Florida United Way
united in mission for veterans
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See UNITED page 9  

Legislative update for the week 
of Dec. 4

For more information, visit gov-
track.us

S. 2168: Veterans Improved Ac-
cess and Care Act of 2017

This bill’s text is now available.

Trackers: Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs.
Nov 29, 2017 — Bill Text

H.R. 4479: Student Right to Know 
Before You Go Act of 2017

This bill’s text is now available.

Trackers: House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs.
Nov 30, 2017 — Introduced

S. 2174: A bill to direct the Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs to conduct 
a study on the Veterans Crisis Line.

Sponsor: Sen. Todd Young [R-IN]

This bill was referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
which will consider it before 
sending it to the Senate floor for 
consideration.

Trackers: Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs.
Dec 1, 2017 — Introduced

S. 2184: A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve 
veterans’ health care benefits, and 
for other purposes.

 Sponsor: Sen. John McCain [R-
AZ]

This bill was referred to the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
which will consider it before 
sending it to the Senate floor for 
consideration.

1 cosponsor is on that commit-
tee.

Trackers: Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs.

Dec 1, 2017 4 p.m. — Legislation 
Coming Up

S. 1266: Enhancing Veteran Care 
Act

This bill has been added to the 
House’s schedule for the coming 
week, according to the House Ma-
jority Leader. See the week ahead.

Last Action: This bill passed in the 
Senate on November 9, 2017 and 
goes to the House next for consid-
eration.

THIS WEEK IN VETERANS LEGISLATION
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BREVARD COUNTY

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in Breakfast, 8-10:30 
a.m., Warbird Air Museum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. 
Monthly Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators to stop 
by the museum by plane. The pilots and their guests 
pay a $12 fee.   The breakfast is also open to the public 
as Museum visitors can also attend. Breakfast for visitors 
is free with paid admission to the Warbird Air Museum. 
Next date is Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The phone number is 
(321) 268-1941 and the email address is Warbirds@valian-
taircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans Council, 9 a.m., Bre-
vard Veterans Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday

Second drink free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 2 p.m., 4120 
N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, for those who wear 
a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced bar 
specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 6 p.m., 4210 N. 
Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. For more information, call 
(321) 254-9885.

First Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 
11:30 a.m., Smoky Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 
11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, 
Merritt Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at own 
expense) and camaraderie. For more information, con-
tact us at (888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.
org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 
11:30 a.m., Dixie Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at own expense) and 
camaraderie. For more information, contact us at (888) 
750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, via  
Jobs available in Brevard County, via Jobs:
www.careersourcebrevard.com – for local locations,
visit www.employflorida.com for job listings.

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Third Saturday of the Month

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World War II veterans, monthly 
breakfast meeting, (at own expense) U.S Navy Armed 
Guard and Merchant Marines National Association, 9 
a.m., Marsh Landing Restaurant, 44 N. Broadway St., 
Fellsmere. Meeting is open to all. Please arrive early to 
get food order in before the kitchen gets busy. For more 
information call (772) 571-0230, ask for Korky.

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council of Indian River 
County, 1 p.m., County Administration Complex, 
Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detachment of Marine 
Corps League, 7 p.m., at the Victory Center in Indian River 
Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 
11:30 a.m., Capt. Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River 
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, 
contact us at (888) 750-2522 or  
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Saturday, Dec. 16

Wreaths Across America, noon sharp, Rolling Oaks Cem-
etery, Port St. Lucie. Escort of wreaths will depart from 
Flying J, Fort Pierce. For more information, contact Diane 
Aldomovar, chair, at dianealmodovar59@gmail.com

Second Friday of the Month

Monthly meeting, United Veterans of St. Lucie County, 
9 a.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more 
information, visit uvslcinc.org. All welcome.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of America Michael 
F. Bradley Chapter 566, St. Lucie County, 7 p.m., Barnabas 
Christian Academy, 1860 SW Fountainview Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. For more information call (772) 359-1607.

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every Friday at 6:45, 
DAV Chapter 113, 1150 S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Luc-
ie. Come on out and enjoy some fellowship, help benefit 
area veterans and have fun at the same time. For more 
information, email clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 Detachment, Marine 
Corps League, 7 p.m., American Legion Post 318, 1000 
Savannas Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ Association, 
Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military Retirees Associ-
ation Chapter FL1, 7:30 p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 
1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact claval-
le567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 for more informa-
tion.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 7 p.m., 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Important date change

The Southeast Florida Honor Flight’s Virtual Honor 
Flight, originally scheduled for Nov. 4, has been resched-
uled for Jan. 20, 2018.

Saturday, Dec. 16

Wreaths Across America, noon sharp, Forest Hills Memo-
rial Park, 2001 SW Murphy Road, Palm City. Please join us 
as we honor our veterans and our fallen military.  Follow-
ing our opening ceremony, we will, with the community, 
lay wreaths of honor at the over 1000 veterans final rest-
ing place at Forest Hills Memorial Park. For more informa-
tion, contact Karen Zook, chair, at suze517@hotmail.com.

Ongoing:

VFW Post 10066, Jensen Beach, notable events:
·   Breakfast Brunch, will served on Sundays from 9 a.m. – 

2:30 p.m. Live Music & special dinners every Friday night.

Second Sunday of the Month

AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting, noon, 747 NE Dixie 
Highway, Jensen Beach. Also, 

lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast by Debbie. 
Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fridays and Saturdays. For more 
information, call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, VFW Post 10066, 
1805 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Din-
ner to be announced. Also: Our VFW kitchen will reopen 
for lunches on Tuesday. Please welcome Chef Vince as he 
joins us this week. He will be serving lunch to the Friday 
BINGO crowd and dinner Friday night, serving meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, Southern string beans, salad and lem-

CALENDAR
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on bar desserts for an $8 donation.

  Please stop by and show our new cook your support. 
For more information, call (772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion Post 126, 3195 N.E. 
Savannah Road, Jensen Beach. For more information, call 
(772) 334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 6:30 p.m., at VFW 
Post 3282, 5830 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 5810 S. William-
son Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 S. Charles 
Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – 
midnight; Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 p.m. Canteen 
telephone number is (386) 668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on both east and 
west sides of county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupuncture Clinic 112 
Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 
every Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the West Side:  
Volusia Military Acupuncture Project, Deland Lions Club, 
400 North Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Mackenzie Muir at 
(386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 a.m., 10997 72nd 
Avenue North, Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 p.m., 300 Lake 
Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 p.m., American 
Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For 
more information, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to info@veteranvoice-
weekly.com at least two weeks in advance, so that we 
may ensure your events receive timely publication. 
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group at the Seminole County 
Veterans’ Services at the end of 
November. It was the last of a 
series of discussion groups to 
help Mission United figure out 
how best to serve local veter-
ans. In addition to the groups, 
Mission United surveyed vet-
erans online and at brick-and-
mortar locations, such as the 
three counties’ veteran services 
offices. About 150 completed 
the surveys. Kalagian said 20 
percent of the completed sur-
veys were by Seminole veterans.
“Employment came out num-

ber 1 as the area that needs the 
most attention,” Kalagian said. 
“Education number 2.” 
The recent Seminole focus 

group had five participants. 
“We wanted somewhere be-

tween four and 10, so everybody 
had the opportunity to speak,” 
Kalagian said. 

Nationwide effort

The Central Florida Mission 
United is one of 21 nationwide. 
Six are in Florida. Heart of 
Florida is the only United Way 
chapter with a Mission United 
in the Veteran Voice coverage 
area. 
The program started in Bro-

ward County in 2013. Stephen 
Moss, a Fort Lauderdale at-
torney, had a daughter return 
home from a deployment in 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
– Afghanistan with shoulder 
injuries. Moss was disconcerted 
with how long it took his daugh-
ter, Shannon, to get promised 
and needed assistance and 
benefits. 
Moss, a Vietnam War veteran, 

was concerned not only about 
Shannon, but her friends, too. 
Some were at risk for homeless-
ness after returning home as 
they languished awaiting help. 
Moss took the reins of nascent 
efforts at his local United Way 
to help veterans and launched 
Mission United. 

Two-pronged strategy

The Heart of Florida Mission 
United started in June of 2015. 
Kalagian explained it takes a 
two-pronged approach to help-
ing veterans. One is looking for 
trends among United Way part-
ner agencies and figuring out 
ways to help more veterans. 
“In the first year, we saw that 

a lot of veterans were being 
turned away from (the Legal Aid 
Society of the Orange County 
Bar Association),” she said. 
That was because many ex-

ceeded income threshold for 
services there. 
“We dug deeper into the data 

and noticed a lot of people being 
turned way had a service-con-
nected disability,” Kalagian 
said. 
Armed with that information, 

Mission United made a case 
to the legal aid society to fig-
ure out a way to deliver more 
assistance to veterans. The 
society used the data to tap an 
unrestricted grant to expand 
services to veterans with dis-
abilities.  
“They estimate they can see 30 

percent more veterans for the 
next three years,” Kalagian said. 

Navigating local services

The other way Mission United 
is helping is by navigating veter-
ans with more difficult circum-
stances through the maze of 
local services. 
“We have a couple staff here 

that are kind of subject matter 
experts for the veterans’ com-
munity,” Kalagian said. 
Indeed, Kalagian is an Army 

veteran who served in Operation 
Enduring Freedom – Afghani-
stan.
“I’m also an Army wife, so I 

know it from both ends,” she 
said. “There are challenges on 
both sides.” 
The local Mission United oper-

ates on about $300,000 a year 
in private donations. Next year, 
it’ll publish the results of the 
surveys and focus groups. 
“The surveys and focus groups 

are being combined with data 
we’ve collected from various 
partners,” Kalagian said. “We’re 
going to publish a community 
report so people can see overall 
how the community is doing 
(with veterans).” 

For more, visit www.hfuw.org/
mission-united.

UNITED
from page 7
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Melissa Parrish
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

The sun is rising over the ocean 
around Joint Base Pearl Har-
bor-Hickam as the Army logistic 
support vessel (LSV) the USAV 
CW3 Harold A. Clinger, prepares to 
depart for gunnery practice off the 
Hawaiian coast.
The Clinger’s mission is to trans-

port training equipment for exercis-
es involving soldiers and Marines 
across the Pacific region.
The winds are stiff and the waves 

are causing the vessel to sway. The 
Clinger’s cooks are sliding around 
the closet-size galley as they chop 
vegetables to prepare meals for the 
day ahead.

‘Welcome to the Boat Life’

Army Sgt. James Munar laughs as 
he slides into the wall with a spat-
ula in one hand and a bowl in the 
other. He tells his newest kitchen 
helper, “Welcome to the boat life.”
Munar, who hails from Pomona, 

California, is a culinary specialist 
aboard the Clinger with the 605th 
Transportation Detachment, 8th 
Special Troops Battalion, 8th The-
ater Sustainment Command.
He said he loves his job as a crew 

member on one of only eight LSVs 
in the Army, but admits he didn’t 

know what to expect when he ar-
rived.
“I was overwhelmed on my first 

day. I didn’t even know the Army 
had boats, and now I would be 
cooking on one of them,” Munar 
said. “I knew it was going to be 
different than a regular Army din-
ing facility. It was a challenge at 
first, but I am used to it now. I just 
prepare the meals, and sometimes 
I have to catch things as they fall 
and the boat is rocking.”

Creative Meals

Munar and his two helpers feed 
the 31 crew members breakfast, 
lunch and dinner while they are 
out to sea. He said he likes to get 
creative with meal options.
“In a dining facility, things are 

pretty strict when it comes to menu 
items and seasonings you can 
use,” Munar said. “I like to get my 
soldiers involved, and we all come 
up with meal ideas as a team. We 
experiment with different ingredi-
ents and try to feed the crew food 
they will love.”

Morale is Crucial

The morale of the crew is often de-
pendent on the quality of the meal 
they receive according to Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Donald Dinsmore, a 
watercraft operator and the de-

tachment sergeant on the Clinger. 
He’s with the 605th Transportation 
Detachment, 8th Special Troops 

Battalion, 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command.
“If Sgt. Munar and his team serve 

a meal that is on point, you can 
just see the crew’s morale go up,” 
Dinsmore said. “People are happier 
and more willing to push through 
their tasks with a smile. We work 
in close quarters, so if the meal is 
great we get to thank him and tell 
him we loved it, and if it isn’t they 
let him know that, too.”
Munar serves his meals with 

pride, knowing he was able to whip 
up something unique for the crew.

‘Eating Good Food is a Good Reward’

“When the crew tells me they loved 
dinner or thank me for the meal, it 
gives me pride because I know that 
it didn’t just come off of a recipe 
card. It came from something my 
team cooked up,” Munar said. “I 
feel a responsibility to keep morale 
high on the boat, and I try and do 
that every day. Everyone on this 
vessel works really hard, and eat-
ing good food is a good reward.”
Munar also is the armorer aboard 

the Clinger, and he has designated 
tasks for emergency situations. He 
trains with the crew and pitches in 
on other tasks in any way he can.
“I love this assignment,” Munar 

said. “If I can re-enlist to stay on 
the LSV-2, I would do it in a heart-
beat.”

Photo by Army Staff Sgt. Melissa Parrish

Army Sgt. James Munar, a Pomona, Calif., native and a culinary specialist with the 605th Transportation Detachment, 8th Special Troops Battalion, 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command, helps prepare lunch with his soldiers on the logistic support vessel, the USAV CW3 Harold A. Clinger, off the Hawaiian coast.

COOL COOK:  Soldier whips up good eats on Army vessel

Photo by Army Staff Sgt. 
Melissa Parrish

Army Sgt. James Munar, a Pomona, Calif., 
native and a culinary specialist with the 
605th Transportation Detachment, 8th 
Special Troops Battalion, 8th Theater 
Sustainment Command, helps prepare 
for the waterborne gunnery mission on 
the logistic support vessel, the USAV 
CW3 Harold A. Clinger, off the Hawaiian 
coast.


