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Navy veteran Gov. Rick Scott is 
heading to Melbourne on Thursday, 
Aug. 31, hoping to meet lots of 
veterans. 
“This is the governor’s second time 

in Melbourne for a similar ceremony,” 
Steve Murray, communications 
director at the Florida Department of 
Veteran Affairs, said. “He was there in 
January, 2015.” 
Scott will present veterans who 

request it the Governor’s Veterans 
Service Award. 
The governor’s office introduced the 

service awards in August of 2013. 
All honorably discharged Florida 

Navy Veteran Gov. Rick Scott will be in 
Melbourne meeting veterans on Thursday, Aug. 
31. Scott created the Governor’s Veterans Service 
Award in 2013 to honor those who’ve served 
in uniform. So far he’s handed 11,600 veterans 
the medals. - Image courtesy of the Florida 
Department of Veteran Affairs 

See MEDAL page 6  
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JOHN McCARRY

A  V E T E R A N S  P H O T O  S E R I E S
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PORTRAIT BY PHIL GALDYS

 United States Navy and Korean 
War veteran, Boiler Technician-Petty 
Officer Third Class John McCarry 
served our country from 1951-1954.

He graduated from La Salle 
Academy High School in Manhattan 
at the early age of 16 and 
approaching his 17th birthday, 
McCarry was still too young to enlist 
on his own. He received his father’s 
blessing and signature to join the 
military.

McCarry enlistment was inspired by 
his uncle, a World War 2 veteran and 
fellow Navy soldier. But it was not his 
uncle who motivated him to choose 
the Navy. McCarry said he selected 
that branch of the military because 
he “knew he would have a clean bed 
at night and three squares a day.”

McCarry was part of the crew that 
operated the Fletcher-class destroyer 
USS Smalley (DD-565).

They crew spent all of 1952 

conducting maintenance and training 
before departing Boston en-route to 
Korea in May 1953. 

For the next three months, 
McCarry’s ship acted as the plane 
guard for the USS Princeton and was 
later part of Task Force 77 supporting 
other aircraft carriers at they carried 
out Cherokee strike through the 
period of the Armistice signing in July 
1953.

Today, McCarry lives in Port St. 
Lucie. He says his time in the Navy 
made him the person he is today. He 
is very proud to be a veteran.

------------------------------------

Veterans can
register now for
a FREE Portrait 

www.Por trai tsOfPatr io ts .com

A weekly subscription to Veteran Voice. For only $12 a year (23 
cents a week), your veteran can receive Veteran Voice in his or 
her mailbox weekly and keep up on all the latest news and
information dedicated to veterans, active duty service members, 
retired military and families of veterans in Martin, St. Lucie, Indian 
River, Okeechobee and Brevard counties. Subscriptions are also 
available to non-veterans for $18 a year (35 cents a copy). 

28
59

4.
in

dd

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!!!
1 Year Subscripti on (52 Weeks)

□ Regular .................................... $18/yr

□ Veterans/Acti ve Military......... $12/yr

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□  Enclosed check payable to:
           VETERAN VOICE, LLC.   Check# ______

□ Credit Card 

#_____________________________________

Expirati on # _______________   CVC #_______

SUBSCRIPTION/GIFT  FORM

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENT TO:
Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487, Stuart, FL  34995-1487

If you choose to call in your credit card payment, please reach us at  (772) 247-0123

BILL TO NAME: ___________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

PHONE:  _________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________________

GIFT TO NAME: ___________________________________________

GIFT TO ADDRESS: _________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________

Th e Voice of Experience
Veteran Voice



www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com VETERAN VOICE • AUGUST 17, 2017 • 3

Decision Ready Claims, DRC, is heading to 
St. Lucie and other Florida counties. Earlier 
this year the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration introduced the expedited disability 
claims system and is expanding it over time 
throughout the United States. 
Folks at St. Lucie County Veterans Services 

were in training to use the expedited claims 
system last week.   
“If you submit a claim with everything (the 

Department of Veterans Affairs) needs, you 
can get a decision in 30 days,” Wayne Teegar-
din, the county’s veterans services manager, 
said. 
That’s about three times faster than the 

current claims systems when it’s going well, 
Teegardin explained. 
“If you got all your documents there and 

everything looks good, three months, four 
months,” Teegardin said.  
Generally his office tells veterans to expect 

about six to nine months to hear back from 
the Department of Veteran Affairs on revised 
disability claims. That, he said, is too often 
how long it takes the VA to issue decisions.

Red tape
   
Every rose has a thorn, as they say. The ex-

pedited decision will require more work from 
veterans and their representatives. 
“It appears that (DRC) puts a lot of the work 

back on the (veterans service officer),” Tee-
gardin said. “They want you to send them a 
claim that’s ready to be rated.” 
Teegardin said it’s commonplace when filing 

new or revised disability claims for veterans 
to show up with large medical files. He said 
under current claims systems — which will 
remain in place alongside the Decision Ready 
Claims — the service officers would explain 
to the Department of Veteran Affairs what a 
veteran wants and why he or she thinks it’s 
warranted, then pretty much sends the whole 
file. 
“Normally we’d box that up and send it with 

the claim and say, ‘VA, there you go,’” said 
Teegardin. 
DRC, he said, requires the service officers 

and veterans to have the specific information 
needed for the revised claims ready for the 
VA’s claims processors to look at and agree or 
disagree.  
“Now, they don’t want that six-inch stack,” 

Teegardin quipped.

Pilot program
  
The benefits administration started a pilot 

program of the new claims system in May. 
That was in Minnesota. Delayed claims has 
been a variously heated and simmering issue 
for years. But it’s been a while since it wasn’t 

an issue.  
Around 2013, “million claims backlog,” 

became a common cry among many veter-
ans groups. The number of new and revised 
claims that took more than six months for 
the VA to process never actually reached 
that commonly cited number. It was clos-
er to 620,000. Still, for those with delayed 
decisions from claims processors, it was no 
comfort whether there were a million others, 
or 620,000.   
The VA took aggressive actions, including 

increased use of technology and mandato-
ry overtime for claims processors, and the 
number of backlogged claims was whittled 
down to about 70,000 by fall of 2015. The VA 
generally believes that for its current volume 

of claims, that’s probably about as small as 
the backlog can get. 
But, it started climbing again. One reason 

for that is the number of claims it’s growing. 
In 2016, the VA processed a record-breaking 
1.3 million disability claims. It’s projecting 
that to be 1.4 million in 2018. 
Teegardin said if a claim doesn’t meet cri-

teria for the Decision Ready Claims process, 
then it’ll automatically revert to claims pro-
cessors handling it as a normal claim. 
“The Decision Ready Claim is for increases 

only,” Teegardin said. “There are all kinds 
of exclusions in that. If you already have a 
rated claim, then that can go under the DRC. 
You’re only dealing with what the new issues 
are when you go in for an increase.” 

VA expands Decision Ready 
Claims to Florida
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Have you

Relocated
Moved??

Th en you probably want your
Veteran Voice subscription to follow. 

Please call or email us with your new address.

Be sure to include the following information:
• Your Full Name
• Old Address
• New Address
• Phone Number

Contact us today with your new information 
or any questions that you may have.
(772) 247-0123  or 
change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com
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Veteran Voice would like to thank
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of Port St. Lucie

 for her support to sponsor veterans

with a year-long, weekly subscription

to Veteran Voice newspaper.

If you are interested in sponsoring veterans in
your community with a weekly subscription,

 complete the form on page 8 and we will match
a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.

As I photographed the Sanford 
Memorial Day Parade, the strang-
est sight marched up. 
Santa Claus in red-and-white 

camo with a large candy cane 
shouldered a rifle. Then there was 
another. And another. Turned 
out, I’d gotten my first look at the 
Palm Tree Santas Drill Team. 
That looked like a story. 
“We march a few parades (a 

year),” Bob “Santa Bob” Elkin, 
told me when I recently looked up 
the group online and called. “A 
large part of what we do is sup-
port Honor Flight (West Central 
Florida).”
The Santas Drill Team attends 

that Honor Flight hub’s Oper-
ation Welcome Home events 
greeting veterans returning from 
visiting Washington D.C. at the 
airport. Elkin said the veterans 
seem to love shaking hands with 
the Christmas-camo-clad Santas.   
Most of the group’s members live 

on the Gulf Coast, and yeah, they 
all look like the iconic image of a 
white-bearded Santa Claus. Elkin 
said the group recently got its 
federal not-for-profit status and 
he’s hoping others throughout 
the state will expand the idea.

 
 

Patriotic St. Nick
 
Santas Drill Team — which was 

started by nine veterans and an 
Eagle Scout — is largely about 
getting patriotism to the young.  
Elkin said the founding mem-
bers were largely inspired by, 
and aimed to spread, Red Skelt-
on’s famous commentary on the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
“We’ve adopted that as one of 

our signature pieces,” Elkin said. 
Today most of the 14 members 

are veterans, but not all are. 

How it got started  

Elkin and others from Palm Tree 
Santas, a Florida group of pro-
fessional Santa performers, were 
attending a national convention 
of other white-bearded fellas in 
Tennessee. That was in 2010. 
Convention organizers included 
skits in the program, The Florida 
Santas hit on the idea of drawing 
on their collective military pasts 
to do a Christmassy drill routine. 
“All the Santas went wild when 

we did it,” Elkin said. 
Then there was a deluge of 

requests to march in the red-
and-white camo in parades all 
over the country, but they were 
all in December. These guys are 
professional Santa portrayers, so 

Seeking Santas who served

See SANTAS page 5  

Photo by Patrick McCallister 

The Palm Tree Santas Drill Team is a hit everywhere it goes. The group marches 
in Sanford’s Memorial Day Parade most years. Bob “Santa Bob” Elkin is trying to 
spread the idea of patriotic Santas entertaining veterans and promoting patriotism 
with children. 

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as 
of AUGUST 10:

 ART E. BARTELME, NAVY, WWII                                              

DREW G. CLARK, NAVY                        

NICHOLAS V. PERAGRINE, MARINE CORPS        

JOHN MICHAEL BROWNE, MARINE CORPS       

RUSSELL GALASSO, ARMY                   

DANIEL SINETOS, ARMY, KOREA                                                      

JAMES “JIM” HARDY THURESON, ARMY, KOREA     

ROBERT N. CASSIDY, AIR FORCE, KOREA                 

DAVID JEFFERY BIGGS, MARINE CORPS             

ARTHUR D. ZANOTTI, MARINE CORPS, WWII              

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for           
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.                            

that wasn’t working out too 
well. The group did a couple 
of those parades in other 
states, but got out of that 
business pretty fast. 

Military holidays

Since Memorial Day is a 
long ways from Christmas, 
Elkin said the group makes 
it to the Sanford parade 
most years. And, most years 
lots of folks ask about get-
ting the Santas Drill Team 
to posts throughout Central 
Florida. Of course, those are 
requests for showing up at 
December meetings. Elkin 
said members of the Santas 
Drill Team usually have to 
decline the requests.  

“We’re busy as Santa 
during the season,” he said. 
Elkin said he’d love for oth-

ers start up their own Santa 
drill teams. Of course, that 
requires at least one mem-
ber who can pull off a good 
Santa. And —
“It takes somebody to take 

hold of the reins and drive 
the team and get it done,” 
Elkin said. 
But, there’s a reward.  
“I’m just not real sure God 

intended for old men to 
have this much fun,” El-
kin remarked. “There’s just 
nothing more fun for me.”
Elkin said anyone inter-

ested in creating a sol-
diery Santa performance is 
welcomed to contact him at 
santabob@santasdrillteam.
org. 
Now’s the time to start for 

this year. The Christmas 
season is only about four 
months away. 

SANTAS
from page 4

New non-smoking VFW post 
comes to Merritt Island
FOR VETERAN VOICE

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
are in the process of opening a 
new post that will meet at the 
Veterans Memorial Center at 
400 S Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island. 
Within the past few years 

two VFW posts closed — one 
in Barefoot Bay and the other 
in Palm Bay, according to 
Don Pearsall, VFW District 8 
Commander. 
“In Brevard County, more 

than 10,500 veterans are 
younger than 45, so a new 
post located here, catering 
to our younger generation of 
veterans, will certainly be a 
welcome addition,” according 
to Pearsall.
The new non-smoking post 

will be family oriented to draw 
the younger veterans that 
are eligible. As yesterday’s 
defenders of freedom, we want 
to welcome today’s military 

service members into our 
ranks to become part of our 
elite group. 
Our common bond is the 

battlefield, whether it is 
service in the Persian Gulf, 
Korea, Vietnam, Somalia, 
Kosovo, the war on terrorism 
or peace-keeping expeditionary 
campaigns. Your courage 
and sacrifice have made a 
difference in preserving and 
defending world peace. 
All that is needed is to 

drop by the office at the 
Veterans Memorial Center 
and Military Museum, pick up 
an application and return it 
with a copy of your eligibility 
(DD 214) The annual dues 
are currently set at $40. For 
on-site information, please ask 
for Donn Weaver, Bob Doyle 
or Chip Hanson or call (321) 
313-2444
VFW Members at Large are 

encouraged to transfer their 
memberships and find your 
new home at the post.

Help AMVETS tee off at 
4th Charity Golf Tourney
FOR VETERAN VOICE 

The 4th Annual AMVETS Riders Charity Golf tourna-
ment will be held on Saturday, Sept. 16, at the Ocean 
Club Golf Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott Resort 
& Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard, Stuart.
Proceeds from past tournaments were used to support 

(1)Wreaths Across America in Martin County, St. Lucie, 
and Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast Honor Flight 
guardians; and (3) Operation 300- the Aaron Vaughn 
Project, as well as fulfilling emergency needs of veterans 
in the local community.
Registration for foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as 

tee/green sponsorships are still available. Please make 
checks or money orders payable to: AMVETS RIDERS 
CHAPTER FL-92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship 
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34983.
For more information, email rdadio@yahoo.com.
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veterans qualify to receive 
them in person from the 
governor. In the four years 
since its introduction, Scott 
has given 11,600 of the 
state medals to veterans at 
ceremonies throughout the 
state. 

Honoring Florida vets

“This is the governor’s way of 
personally thanking veterans,” 
Murray said.
The governor’s office works 

with the state’s veterans 
department, known by the 
moniker FDVA, and Florida 
National Guard to arrange 
the ceremonies. Not only do 
the ceremonies give Scott the 
chance to meet and honor 
veterans, the FDVA uses them 
to reach out to veterans to 
urge them to apply for federal 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
services and benefits. 

“When you walk into a 
Governor’s Veterans Service 
Award presentation during 
registration, you’ll find at 
the front table (FDVA claims 
examiners) and usually the 
county veterans service 
office there,” Murray said. “It 
affords our veterans outreach 
specialists a way to talk to the 
veteran and the family.” 
Along with getting veterans’ 

business cards, the outreach 
specialists make sure they 
have an important annual 
publication from the state’s 
veterans department. 
“We provide them a copy of 

the Florida Veterans Benefits 
Guide,” Murray said. “(And) 
get them connected with 
county veterans services.” 

Networking

Murray said the environment 
urges veterans to do some 
impromptu networking, too. 
“In any given ceremony, it’s 

about 70 percent veterans and 
30 percent family members,” 
Murray said. “You get a good 
mixture (of ages). Most of the 

veterans you see are in their 
40s and older.” 
Murray said Scott and others 

especially like seeing older 
veterans. 
“We see a lot of Korea and 

World War II veterans there, 
and that’s always exciting,” he 
said. 
The medals have the Great 

Seal of the State of Florida is 
on the front. On the back, the 
seals of the five branches of 
the military — Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard. Below those 
seals are the words, “Honoring 
Those Who Served.”

Various IDs allowed

Veterans who want to attend 
ceremonies and receive the 
awards can use military ID 
cards, DD 214s, military 
retirement ID cards, VA 
ID cards, veteran service 
organization IDs, or Florida 
driver’s licenses with the “V” 
designation for proof of their 
service.  
The ceremonies are done just 

about monthly, depending 

on the governor’s availability. 
Murray said the aim is to 
cover the state fairly evenly. 
He said those with location 
suggestions can email them 
to him at MurrayR@fdva.state.
fl.us. The FDVA will pass 
along the suggestions to the 
governor’s scheduling office. 
The ceremony will be at the 

National Guard Armory, 1889 
Stewart Road, Melbourne. 
The doors open at noon. The 
ceremony starts at 1:30 p.m. 
Scott was in the Navy from 

1971 to 1974. He served as a 
radar operator aboard the USS 
Glover.
The next governor will have 

to decide whether to continue 
presenting the service awards 
after he or she takes office in 
January, 2019. Scott is on his 
second and last term. Florida 
governors are limited to two 
terms. 

Those wishing to register in 
advance can do so at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/GVSA. 
For more, call (727) 518-3202, 
ext. 5572.

MEDAL
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County Veterans Service Officers
St. Lucie County, Wayne Teegardin
Phone: (772) 337-5670
Fax: (772) 337-5678
veterans@stlucieco.org
Dorothy J. Conrad Building
(formerly the Walton Road Annex Bldg.)
1664 S.E. Walton Road, Suite 205
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952
By appointment
Mon., Tues, Thurs, Fri * 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Wed * 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
St. Lucie County Community
Services Bldg.
(Corner of Avenue D and 7th Street)
437 N. Seventh St., Fort Pierce, FL 34950
Walk-ins
Mon. and Fri. * 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Brevard Veteran’s Services Office
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way,
Bldg. B, Suite 102, Viera, FL 32940
Office: (321) 633-2012
Fax: (321) 637-5432
Mon., Tues. and Thurs., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wed. and Fri, 8 a.m.-noon
Manager: Glenn McGuffie
Indian River County
Joel Herman
Vero Beach
 2525 St. Lucie Ave.,
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
Ph: (772) 226-1499 
Fax: (772) 770-5038
Sebastian Square 
11602 U.S. 1, Sebastian, FL 32958 
Ph: (772) 589-6597  Fax: (772) 581-4988

Martin County
Tony Reese, Veterans Service Office 
Supervisor
(772) 288-5448
Veterans Services Office
Martin County Community Services
435 S.E. Flagler Ave., Stuart, FL 34994
Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
VA Life Insurance Ctr., Phil., PA - 1-800-
669-8477 
VA Regional Office - 1-800-827-1000 
VA Medical Ctr, W. Palm Beach - 1-800-
972-8262 
Pharmacy, VA Medical Center - 1-800-
317-8387 
Military Retired Pay Activities, Cleve-
land, OH - (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force ONLY) 
1-800-321-1080 
Military Retired Pay Activities, Topeka, 
KS - (Coast Guard ONLY)
1-800-772-8724 
Survivor Benefits (SBP),
Denver, CO - 1-800-435-3396 
Stuart VA Clinic - (772) 288-0304 
Okeechobee County
Veterans Services office 
 (863) 763-6441, Ext 5.
Fax: (863) 763-0118.
Orlando VA Medical Cente
5201 Raymond St., Orlando, FL 32803
(407) 629-1599 or (800) 922-7521
Telephone Care
(407) 599-1404 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (800) 645-6895 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon - Fri  (321) 637-3625 
Viera patients
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Fri. (877) 741-3400 
Weekends, holidays, evenings and nights

West Palm Beach Department of Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center
7305 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach, 
FL 33410
(561) 422-8262 or (800) 972-8262 
Telephone Care
(561) 422-6838  (866) 383-9036 
Open 24 hours - 7 days
Viera VA Outpatient Clinic
2900 Veterans Way, Viera, FL 32940
Phone: (321) 637-3788 
1 (877) 878-8387
Mon. - Fri. - 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
St Lucie County PTSD Clinical Team 
(PCT) Outpatient Program
126 S.W. Chamber Court,
Port St Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: (772) 878-7876
Fort Pierce Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
1901 South 25th Street., 
Fort Pierce, FL 34947
Phone: (772) 595-5150
Fax: (772) 595-6560
St Lucie Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic
128 S.W. Chamber Court,
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34986
Phone: (772) 344-9288
Stuart Community Based
Outpatient Clinic 
3501 S E Willoughby Boulevard,
Stuart, FL 34997
Phone: (772) 288-0304
Fax: (772) 288-1371
Vero Beach Community Based
Outpatient Clinic
372 17th St., Vero Beach, FL 32960
Phone: (772) 299-4623
Fax: (772) 299-4632

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS ...

   Veteran Voice is a weekly publication designed to 
provide information to and about veterans to veterans 
and to the broader community. Veterans are an integral 
part of their Florida communities, which currently have 
individual organizations of their own, such as the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion, the Vietnam 
Veterans of America and many other groups with a nar-
row focus, but no convenient way to connect to a wider 
population of veterans and to the community in general 
within a limited geographic area, their community.
    The mission of Veteran Voice is to publish a weekly 
source of information that will provide, in one place, a 
listing of resources available to veterans, articles about 
changes in policies or organizations affecting veterans 
and events of interest to veterans as well as articles 
about veterans of interest to the general public.
   Veteran Voice LLC is organized as a partnership of 
experienced newspaper executives with an interest in 
veterans and in the communities of Florida veterans 
and friends. Veteran Voice  is a start-up intended to ad-
dress a perceived lack of information readily available 
to veterans on programs and policies affecting them 
and objective reporting of veteran affairs to the public.
To our knowledge, and based on comments from lead-
ers of local veterans organizations, there was no media 
or website currently meeting this need until the launch 
of Veteran Voice.
   We hope you agree, and will support this publica-
tion with your subscription. Without subscriptions there 
will be a limited number of people we can help, without 
which this mission will not be realized. As part of our 
commitment to supporting local veteran communities, 
we will donate 10 percent of our profi ts each quarter 
to qualifi ed veteran charities recommended by you, our 
readers and subscribers. Please let us know what you 
think by emailing news@veteranvoiceweekly.com
or mailing your comments to us at:
P.O. Box 1487, Stuart, FL 34995-1487

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
AND OUR OBJECTIVE
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In a way, it was more a battle 
of two titanic egos — Lt. Gen. 
George S. Patton of the American 
Army, and Field Marshal Sir Ber-
nard Law “Monty” Montgomery of 
the British Army.
They’d compete throughout 

World War II, but two of the war’s 
most colorful generals first went 
head to head in the invasion of 
Sicily. On Aug. 17, 1943, there 
would only be one winner.
When the American troops land-

ed in North Africa in 1942, they 
were raw and inexperienced, and 
took a heavy pasting by German 
troops. Patton became aware that 
Montgomery and his staff had a 
low opinion of the Americans.
The plan for invading Sicily 

involved deploying Patton’s 7th 
Army to the west, and Montgom-
ery’s 8th Army to the east, with 
the Allies eventually meeting up 
in the north. Patton was des-
perate to show the British that 
the “Yanks” could be as good or 
better than the British. 

‘I’m the best a**kicker’

While Gen. Eisenhower was 
commander in chief of what was 
called Operation Husky, British 
Gen. Sir Harold Alexander was 
given operational command. 
He promptly decided to deploy 

his British and Canadian armies 
in a wide sweeping maneuver, es-
sentially relegating the American 
7th Army to protecting Monty’s 
left flank and providing mop-up 
duties.
Predictably, Patton was infuriat-

ed, particularly when Alexander 
gave Monty exclusive access to a 
main highway that had previously 
been promised to the Americans.
“I’m the best a**kicker in the 

U.S. Army,” he wrote in his diary, 
and set about planning an end 
run around Monty’s forces.
There were less German and 

Italian troops in the west, so Pat-
ton sought — and got — permis-
sion from Alexander to “expand 
the perimeter” further west.
While Monty’s forces got bogged 

down in the east, Patton “expand-
ed the perimeter” further and fur-
ther north. Monty realized a race 

Race to Messina
Patton, Montgomery vie to be conqueror of Sicily

LEFT: British Gen. Bernard 
Montgomery is shown in 
North Africa in 1942. 
BELOW: Army Gen. George 
S. Patton is shown here 
next to a M2 tank in 
Tunisia in 1942.

Source: Wikimedia 
Commons

was afoot, and strived to push 
ahead harder.

Unpleasant incident

While pressing toward Palermo, 
and ultimately Messina, Patton 
stopped at a field hospital in 
Nicosia to visit injured soldiers. It 
was there he discovered a sol-
dier with “battle fatigue” (what 
is now known as PTSD). Patton 
called the soldier a “coward” and 
slapped him across the face.
A week later, at another hos-

pital, he did the same thing to 
another soldier. Eisenhower 
made Patton issue a formal apol-
ogy, but considerable damage to 
his reputation had already been 
done.
However, such was Patton’s 

effectiveness as a leader that he 
was given the all-important com-
mand that eventually beat the 
Germans after D-Day, particular-
ly during the Battle of the Bulge 
in the Ardennes forest.
Patton beat Monty to Messina by 

mere hours. Two of Monty’s offi-
cers had even brought bagpipes 
to celebrate beating the “Yanks,” 
but the Americans prevailed. 
From then on, the Americans 

earned the admiration of all the 
Allies, and went on to make his-
tory.

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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Sponsor a 
Veteran...
and we will thank 
you and recognize 
your generosity in 
an upcoming issue 
of Veteran Voice

Sponsor a Veteran’s Subscription
TODAY!

Sponsoring a subscription to Veteran 
Voice is a wonderful way to honor those 
who served.

Simply decide how many veterans you 
would like to sponsor and select the
quantity on the form. We will match your 
sponsored subscriptions with a local
military veteran in your community. 

We will mail your veterans 52 editions of 
Veteran Voice. One every week for the 
next year.

Photo by  DVIDSHUB

I would like to sponsor a one Year Subscripti on (52 Weeks) for 
the following number of veterans in my community.

□ 1 Veteran Subscripti on @ $10
□ 2 Veteran Subscripti ons @ $20
□ 5 Veteran Subscripti ons @ $50

□ 10 Veteran Subscripti ons @ $100
□ 25 Veteran Subscripti ons @ $250
□ _____  Veteran Subscripti ons x $10/ea.

SPONSOR SUBSCRIPTION FORM

MAIL PAYMENT TO:

Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487
Stuart, FL  34995-1487

If you choose to call in your payment, please reach us at  (772) 247-0123

BILL TO NAME: ____________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS: __________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ____________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:  __________________________________________

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans, active military, their families and their friends.
Th e Voice of Experience

Veteran Voice

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□  Enclosed check payable to:   VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card   #____________________________________________

 Expirati on # _________   CVC ________
CIRCLE YOUR CARD TYPE
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BREVARD COUNTY

Wednesday, Aug. 23

Valor Awards 2017, recognizing 
Brevard County’s military, police, fire and 
rescue personnel, 6 p.m., Hotel Melbourne 
Rialto Place, sponsored by the Melbourne 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Admis-
sion is $50 if registering early; $58 at the 
door; non-Chamber members $62; and 
corporate tables of 8 are $750. Register at 
www.melbourneregionalchamber.com 
under the events tab.

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in 
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Mu-
sum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators 
to stop by the museum by plane. The 
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public as 
Museum visitors can also attend. Break-
fast for visitors is free with paid admission 
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is 
Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the 
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircom-
mand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans 
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Me-
morial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Tuesday

Lunch by Richard, VFW Post 8191, noon 
to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. Second drink free for those who 
wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer 
cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. For more information, call (321) 
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky 
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt 
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 750-
2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie 

Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or 
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, 
via  

careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local 
locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council 
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County 
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detach-
ment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at 
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River 
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Tuesday, Aug. 22

 First-ever Fundraiser, American Gold 
Star Mothers, Inc., Treasure Coast Chap-
ter, “Bingo at Ballantrae” at the beautiful 
Santa Lucia River Club (3325 SE Ballantrae 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie.) A dinner buffet will 
begin promptly at 6 p.m. for $10 per 
person. There will be raffle items to bid 
on, door prizes, 50/50, and of course your 
“bingo” cards to purchase. A cash bar will 
be available. This is event is for those who 
are 21 years and older. Please help us 
fulfill our mission in serving our veterans!  

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every 
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150 
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come 
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area veterans and have fun at the 
same time. For more information, email 
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 De-
tachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas 
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ 
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV 
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military 
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30 
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact 
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Friday/Saturday, Aug. 18-19

5th Annual Treasure Coast Bonito 
Blast, which helps benefit veterans, Port 
Salerno, at the Manatee and Twisted 
Tuna. Captains meeting and registration 
starts Friday at 6 p.m. On Saturday, fishing 
begins at 7 a.m, and weigh-in will be be-
tween 1 and 3 p.m. At 6 p.m. awards will 
be given out, raffles drawn, and other fun 
activities. Last year, the Blast was able to 
donate $85,000 to the Wounded Veterans 
Relief Fund.

For more information on how to partici-
pate, call (772) 215-2250 or email captbilly-
black@yahoo.com.

Saturday, Sept. 16

4th Annual AMVETS Riders Chari-
ty Golf tournament, Ocean Club Golf 
Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott 
Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard, 
Stuart.

Proceeds from past tournaments were 
used to support (1) Wreaths Across 
America in Martin County, St. Lucie, and 
Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast 
Honor Flight guardians; and (3) Operation 
300-the Aaron Vaughn Project, as well as 
fulfilling emergency needs of veterans 
in the local community. Registration for 
foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as tee/
green sponsorships are still available. 
Please make checks or money orders 
payable to: AMVETS RIDERS CHAPTER FL-
92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship 
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port 
St. Lucie, FL 34983.

For more information, email rdadio@
yahoo.com.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah 
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to 
be announced. For more information, call 
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion 
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, 
Jensen Beach. For more information, call 
(772) 334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s 
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: 
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; 
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386) 
668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on 
both east and west sides of county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, 
Daytona Beach, (386)  944-5855 every 
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the 
West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North 
Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Macken-
zie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Semi-
nole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more infor-
mation, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to 
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least 
two weeks in advance, so that we may 
ensure your events receive timely publi-
cation.

CALENDAR
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Posey to Host
Vietnam Veterans 
Service Day and
Welcome Home
Ceremony

Congressman Bill Posey (R-Rock-
ledge) will host a Vietnam Veterans 
Service Day and Welcome Home 
Ceremony to recognize and com-
memorate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Vietnam War.
A Presidential Proclamation signed 

in 2012 declared May 28, 2012 
through November 11, 2025 as the 
official Commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War.
“Our men and women in uniform, 

and their families, continue to 
make great personal sacrifices to 
defend our freedom,” Posey said. 
“We owe them all our gratitude 
and this Service Day and Welcome 
Home Ceremony is one way we can 
show our military veterans how 
much we appreciate their service.”
The ceremony will be on Tuesday, 

Aug. 22nd at 10 a.m. at the Vet-
erans Memorial Center on Merritt 
Island. The event is being held in 
conjunction with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, Veterans Memori-
al Center & Museum, JROTC Pro-
grams of Bayside, Merritt Island, 
Palm Bay, Eau Gallie, Rockledge 
and Viera High Schools.
Medal of Honor Recipient retired 

Army SFC Melvin Morris will be the 
featured guest speaker. 
Congressman Posey’s staff will be 

available to assist constituents in 
addressing any issues they may 
have with federal agencies; and 
representatives from the Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs will be on 
hand to help all veterans in filing 
claims, checking on the status of 
claims, explaining benefits, regard-
ing Compensation and Pension, 
Health Administration and National 
Cemetery. 

Ramon A. Adelan
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

The darkness of a desert night surrounds 
his aircraft. The wind rushes past his cock-
pit. As the target approaches, nervousness 
builds deep within his core and his heart 
races at extraordinary speeds.
Locking in on the tasks at hand, the pilot’s 

eyes glow as he focuses through night vi-
sion goggles to locate targets below. Muscle 
memory from years of training takes over 
with subconscious adjustments on the 
controls.
Then with the target in his sights, he de-

ploys the carefully selected weapon system 
onto an enemy position.
This is how Lt. Col. Ben Rudolphi, the 

407th Expeditionary Operations Support 
Squadron commander, describes flying 
combat missions in the A-10 Thunderbolt 
II.
“You’re constantly locating the target, 

checking, rechecking and adjusting for your 
pass,” Rudolphi said. “The Joint Terminal 
Attack Controller is communicating with 
me; I’m responding back and relaying infor-
mation to my wingman.
“My heart is beating out of my chest at this 

point as I’m waiting for the JTAC to say, 
‘cleared hot,’” he continued. “Once I hear 
those words, my nerves go away. I roll in, 
make my pass and then we are on to the 
next target.”

‘Don’t Mess This Up!’

Even as an experienced A-10 pilot, Rudol-
phi still feels his nerves standing on edge 
each time he goes out on a mission.
“My mind is going a hundred miles per 

hour before I make my first pass on a mis-
sion,” Rudolphi said. “All I’m thinking about 
is ‘Don’t mess this up!’ At the same time, 
I‘m pushing buttons, twisting knobs, speed-
ing up or slowing down, and continually 
checking where my target is without even 
thinking about it. All I know is that I need 
to make a direct hit to help our troops on 
the ground.”
Originally tasked to deploy as an A-10 pilot 

in support of Operation Inherent Resolve, 
Rudolphi saw his mission change before 
even leaving the U.S.

Leadership role

Instead of manning his aircraft, he was 
given the opportunity to lead others as the 
commander of the 407th EOSS and accept-
ed the position.
“I immediately took this opportunity,” Ru-

dolphi said. “This is a new experience and 
an achievement, which many people don’t 
get the opportunity [to have]. I have always 
been behind the yoke controlling the air-
space. But now I’m at the forefront ensuring 
operations can continue.”
At the 407th Air Expeditionary Group, 

Rudolphi leads his unit in the essential 
buildup of a strategic operating location 
for U.S. Air Force, joint and coalition forces 
operations. As the 407th EOSS commander, 

he plans and evaluates the installation for 
expansion, future and short notice opera-
tions, while enabling the mission to contin-
ue around the clock.
Meaning such things like airfield opera-

tions, dining facilities and other supporting 
functions are prepared for these types of 
circumstances.
Though his focus lies with the mission 

and airmen under his command, the as-
signment has not kept Rudolphi from the 
battlefield. When given the opportunity, 
he quickly transitions to take the familiar 
aircraft controls and has flown A-10 combat 
missions with the 447th AEG in the fight 
against ISIS in Syria and Iraq.
“The A-10 is an inimitable platform, bring-

ing an unmatched ability to the fight,” 
Rudolphi said. “With its low airspeed, it 
can quickly change directions and deliver 
precise firepower.”

Close ‘walker’ support

The A-10 supports ground forces with rap-
id employment close air and contact sup-
port. It utilizes a variety of bomb, missiles 
and a 30 mm GAU-8 seven-barrel Gatling 
gun.
“When you think about jets, you think of 

these roaring fast planes,” Rudolphi said. 
“Well, the A-10 isn’t that; it’s what we call 
a walker. The best way to explain how it’s a 
walker in relation to other jets is to image 
going by a baseball game. If you were to 
walk by, you can see the entire play hap-
pening. If you were driving by you can kind 
of see the action, but you’re going too fast 
to see what is really happening.”
Rudolphi continued the metaphor by 

saying to imagine your voice is your weap-
on. Driving by you can cheer, but it’ll be a 
jumbled noise. But a walker can slow down, 
redirect toward the action and cheer. This 
time you would be heard and understood.
“In a sense, you can say I quickly re-

directed my path to be the 407th EOSS 
commander,” Rudolphi said. “Now, I’m in 
close contact with the entire spectrum of 
operations, which [allows] the mission to 
continue.”

Spitting Fire
A-10 pilot uses every nerve, skill battling ISIS

Photo by Senior Airman Ramon A. Adelan

A maintainer from the 447th Expeditionary Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron prepares Air Force Lt. Col. 
Ben Rudolphi, the 407th Expeditionary Operation 
Support Squadron commander, for flight in an A-10 
Thunderbolt II at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey.
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Veiw the portraits,

Read the stories,

Celebrate
their service,

Participate in
the project.

If you, a family member or a 
friend has served our great 
country with military service,
then we want to take your
portrait.

If wish to be considered,
please sign-up at:

www.PortraitsOfPatriots.com

A  V E T E R A N S  P H O T O  S E R I E S

PORTRAITS
PATRIOTSof

A  V E T E R A N S  P H O T O  S E R I E S

PORTRAITS
PATRIOTSof
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