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The United States Marine Corps Reserve 
turns 101 this month. Don’t think for a 
moment these are mere weekend warriors.  
“These Marines are ready to serve,” Lt. 

Stephanie Leguizamon, public affairs offi-
cer, said. “They provide a pool of manpow-
er and can serve in a national emergency.” 

The beginning of the reserve 

Back in 1916, the Great War was raging. 
The United States wouldn’t enter it until 
1917, but there were numerous reasons to 
think the war would come to our shores. 
The U.S. eyed Central and South America 

as potential places for potential allies for 
the Germans. That fear seemed confirmed 
by the Zimmerman Telegraph in early 
1917. 
Congress acted before then. Among other 

things, Congress authorized creation of 

Start a Second Century 
Corps    Reserves

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

See RESERVES page 5  

Marines with 4th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Company, Force Headquarters Group, Marine 
Forces Reserve, participate in their final 
exercise for the Joint Fires Observer primer 
course at Avon Park Air Force Range in 
Avon Park, Florida, Aug. 11, 2017. The unit 
is in West Palm Beach. - Photo and caption 
information courtesy of the Marine Corps Reserve
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Veterans can register now for
a FREE Portrait 

www.Por trai tsOfPatr io ts .com

Portraits of Patriots is a veteran portraits series 
by photographer Phil Galdys and published weekly 
in Veteran Voice newspaper. The portrait series 
features veterans throughout the Treasure Coast and 
Space Coast. If you, a family member or a friend has 
served our great country with military service and 
would like to be to be considered, please complete 
the registration form on our website. All veterans 
are eligible and there is no cost to you. As long as 
you served and have a DD-214 form you qualify. 
You can be Retired, Reserve, Guard or Active duty 
personnel - you’re eligible. Veterans will be provided 
with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.

Your
Photo 
Here
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On Sept. 2, 1945, a Japanese 
delegation led by the minis-
ter of foreign affairs, Mamoru 
Shigemitsu, walked onto the 
USS Missouri to sign surren-
der documents that brought 
an official end to World War II. 
Slightly more than 16 million 
American men and women 
served in uniform during the 
almost four years the na-
tion was at war with the Axis 
powers led by Germany and 
Japan. 
Today, the Department of 

Veteran Affairs figures there 
are about 550,000 remaining.  
“We have more World War 

II veterans in South Florida 
than probably anywhere in the 
country,” said Kathy Sreenan, 
public affairs officer at South-
east Florida Honor Flight. “A 
lot of the hubs have complete-
ly finished flying their World 
War II veterans. They can’t 
find any more in their areas.” 
A “hub” is a local Honor 

Flight organization. There are 
three in the Veteran Voice cov-
erage area: Space Coast Honor 
Flight; Honor Flight Central 
Florida, and the Stuart-based 
hub serving the southeastern 
part of the state. There are six 
others in the state.

More WWII vets here
 
Sreenan’s claim about South 

Florida is likely correct, ac-
cording to the Florida Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs. It 
reports that there are about 
66,000 World War II veterans 
in the state, 11 percent of the 
national population. However, 
last year, there were almost 
80,000 World War II veterans 
in the state. 
Even with the comparatively 

large population of World War 
II veterans in South Florida, 
Sreenan said their numbers 
on the local hub’s flights is 
diminishing. The hub’s last 
flight was on May 20. 

Korean vets honored
 
“For (the last flight), we had 

17 World War II veterans and 
65 Korean War veterans,” Sre-
enan said. “However, in April, 
we actually did have quite a 
bit more than May.” 
That flight had 35 World War 

II veterans and 45 Korean War 
veterans. Some, of course, 
served in both, but are count-
ed as World War II if they 
served in it. 
The hub started taking Ko-

rean War veterans to Wash-
ington D.C. during its annual 
four flights in May last year. 
That flight had 61 Korean War 
veterans and 20 World War 
II. The state has a little more 
than 144,000 Korean War 
veterans, down from about 
160,000 the year before.
For the upcoming flight — 

Sept. 23 — Southeast Florida 
Honor Flight will have about 
25 percent of the seats filled 
by World War II veterans. 
“It looks like we’ll have 21 

World War II veterans,” Sre-
enan said.  
The hub gets about 10 per-

cent of its applications from 
World War II veterans. About 
85 percent are from Korean 
War veterans and another 5 
percent from Vietnam War 
veterans. 

Honor them while they’re 
here
 
Nationally the death rate 

among World War II veterans 
is about 370 a day. On aver-
age, the state loses about 40 
World War II veterans a day. 
Around 2008 the nation was 

losing about 1,000 World War 
II veterans a day. Some con-
tinue to cite that mortality 
rate, but it decreased due to 
population shrinkage.  
The Department of Veter-

an Affairs estimates that the 
population of World War II 

veterans dropped below a mil-
lion sometime around 2014 to 
2015. In the four to five years 
after 2010 the nation lost 
about a million World War II 
veterans.
With a handful of exceptions, 

today the youngest World War 
II veterans are 90. The VA 
figures there’ll be only a hand-
ful of World War II veterans 
by 2020. If the oldest World 
War II veteran lives as long as 
the last surviving World War 
I veteran, Frank Buckles, the 
nation will lose its last around 
2037. Buckles, who entered 
the service at 16, died at 110 
in 2011. 
California follows Florida in 

the population of World War II 
veterans. Texas takes the third 
spot. 
About 248,000 Floridians 

served in uniform during the 
war. 

Florida's World War II veterans nears 65,000 
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The Florida World War II 
Memorial is by the R. A. 
Gray Building, 500 South 
Bronough St., Tallahassee. 
The Memorial features 
a passageway lined with 
plaques placed by the state’s 
67 counties honoring local 
heroes. 

File photo by
Patrick McCallister.
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Veteran Voice would like to thank

Dr. Kuang Kim, MD
of Singer Island

for his support to sponsor 15 veterans

with a year-long, weekly subscription

to Veteran Voice newspaper.

If you are interested in sponsoring veterans in
your community with a weekly subscription,

 complete the form on page 2 and we will match
a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.

(Editor’s note: To learn more about 
legislation relating to veterans,

visit www.govtrack.us)

Aug 12, 2017 — Enacted — 
Signed by the President

Senate Bill 114: To autho-
rize appropriations and to 

appropriate amounts for 
the Veterans Choice Pro-
gram of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, 

to improve hiring 
authorities of the 

Department, to 
authorize major 
medical facility 

leases.

Last Action: Signed by President.

Explanation: This bill was enacted 
after being signed by the President on 
August 12, 2017.

Aug 18, 2017 — Introduced

House of Representatives Bill 3657: 
To amend title 38, United States Code, 
to authorize the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to provide headstones and 
markers for the graves of spouses and 
children of veterans who are buried in 
tribal cemeteries.
This bill was referred to the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, which 
will consider it before sending it to the 

House floor for consideration.

Aug 18, 2017 — Introduced

House of Representatives Bill 3656: 
To amend title 38, United State Code, to 
provide for a consistent eligibility date 
for provision of Department of Veterans 
Affairs memorial headstones and mark-
ers for eligible spouses and dependent 
children of veterans whose remains are 
unavailable for burial.
This bill was referred to the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs which 
will consider it before sending it to the 
House floor for consideration.

THIS WEEK IN VETERANS LEGISLATION

(Veteran Voice thanks Dianne 
Robbins of the United Veterans of 
St. Lucie County for providing the 
link to ongoing veteran-related 
legislation.)
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as 
of AUGUST 24:

STEPHEN (STEVE) HERNDERSON PITKIN, ARMY

JOHN B. SOZZIO, ARMY, WWII                     

ROBERT LAWRENCE DANN, ARMY, KOREA                     

HORST L. PARTENHEIMER, ARMY/AIR FORCE                    

PAUL MEDING Jr., NAVY                                    

MICHAEL A. MANGANANIELLO, ARMY, WWII                                            

GEORGE T. KELLEY, ARMY                                   

MARVEN JAY GLEN, ARMY, WWII     

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for           
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.                            

the Marine Forces Reserve in the 
Naval Appropriations Act of 1916. 
President Woodrow Wilson signed 
it into law on Aug. 29.

Idea wasn’t entirely new  

According to the USMC histori-
ans, the idea of a Marine Corps 
reserve went back at least to the 
Civil War. Some states created 
naval militias that included what 
amounted to marines during the 
Reconstruction years. 
The new Marine Corps Reserve 

didn’t have much time to get 
ready for what we now call World 
War 1. When Congress declared 
war on Germany and its allies 
on April 6, 1917, there were only 
35 Marine Corps reservists. The 
ranks would swell to nearly 6,500 
by the time the war ended. Of 
those, 300 were women. 
Within four years after the war, 

the force was pared down to fewer 
than 600. One very important 
fella was concerned about that. 
His name was Maj. Gen. John 
A. Lejeune, Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. 
In an atmosphere of American 

isolationism after the war, Le-
jeune saw the reserve as the best 
way to maintain a healthy fight-
ing force. 
Congress gave Lejeune the tools 

he needed to rebuild the reserve. 
That was in 1925. Among other 
things, the reserve made unapol-
ogetic appeals to veterans to join. 
By 1930, the force was 10,000 
strong. 
Those early reservists joined out 

of loyalty. Besides the two weeks 
of summer training, they got no 
pay and had to buy many of their 
supplies. 

Storm approaching from 
unexpected direction  

Through the 1930s, it was in-
creasingly apparent that another 
war was brewing in Europe. The 
United States had more wisdom 
and time to prepare for what we’d 
come to call World War II. 
In 1938, Congress gave the Ma-

rine Corps additional tools to ade-
quately expand, train and com-
pensate reservists. This would 
prove to be invaluable foresight. 
On Dec. 7, 1941, Japan attacked 

the U.S. Navy’s Battleship Row in 
Hawaii. The feared war, it turned 
out, was going to be fought 
largely in the South Pacific, from 
island to island. Just the sort of 
amphibious warfare that de-
mands Marines. 

About 590,000 Marines served 
in World War II. Seventy percent 
were reservists. Perhaps the most 
remembered is Gregory “Pappy” 
Boyington, who was among the 
leaders of the storied Black Sheep 
squadron. The aviator shot down 
more than 25 enemy planes and 
received the Medal of Honor. 
Those courageous wartime cor-

respondents who braved death 
in battles embedded with fight-
ing forces to keep the American 
public informed about the war — 
most were Marine Corps reserv-
ists. 
And women? The Marine Corps 

Women Reserve swelled to 19,000 
during the war as women took on 
traditional male jobs, including 
cryptography. 

Remembered reservists of 
the ‘Forgotten War’

There were a few years of peace, 
but war suddenly broke out on 
the Korean Peninsula in the sum-
mer of ’50. About 130,000 USMC 
reservists were activated during 
the Korean War. In many places, 
reservists made up half of the 
fighting forces, including Pushan, 
Inchon and the Chosin Reservoir. 

Another important mission
   
Arguably one of the most import-

ant missions the Marine Corps 
Reserve has ever tackled is end-
ing childhood disappointment— 
Toys for Tots. 
Marine Corps reservist Maj. Bill 

Hendricks started it after his wife, 
Diane, made a doll and want-
ed to give it to a needy girl for 
Christmas. After discovering no 
charity that gave children toys for 
Christmas, he organized a group 
of Marine reservists to become 
Santa’s helpers in Los Angeles. 
With lightning speed, they collect-
ed and gave out about 5,000 toys 
in 1947 and started a respected 
national charity. 
It’s estimated that Toys for Tots 

has given more than 512 million 
toys to children. 
“Toys for Tots is one of the ways 

the Marines give back to their 
communities,” Leguizamon said.  
“The Marine Corps, in many re-
spects, rely on the communities 
that support us.” 

The reserves today 

Leguizamon said there are about 
105,000 in the reserves nation-
ally. Since Sept. 11, 2001, there 
have been 86,000 activated in 
support of the Global War on Ter-
rorism. There are four locations 
with reserve units in Florida: Or-
lando, West Palm Beach, Hialeah 
and Tampa.

RESERVES
from page 1

Southeast Florida Honor Flight would like to welcome 
all motorcyclists to escort a bus load of WWII and Kore-
an Veterans to their day of Honor.

We will leave from the Martin County Administration 
Bldg., 2401 Monterey Blvd. and East Ocean Blvd. Stu-
art.

The time is 3:45AM, yes in the AM, for a briefing and 
then proceed to Palm Beach Airport.

We will have a police escort for the whole route.  There 
will be free parking for all motorcycles.  Upon arrival we 
invite all riders to go upstairs in the terminal and see 
our Veterans off.

For more information, please contact

Jim Kamen @ 561-743-7069

Jim@NoPockets.com

MOTORCYCLISTS 
WANTED

Saturday • Sept 23, 2017  • 3:45 AM 
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No one — but no one, even 
Floridians — ever gets tired of 
watching a spectacular launch 
of another rocket from our Space 
Coast.
On Aug. 18, Veteran Voice con-

tributing photographer Roger 
Scruggs perfectly captured the 
highly dramatic and success-
ful launch of a rocket taking 
an important communications 
satellite into space. Huge crowds 
assembled to watch yet another 
breath-taking leap ahead.
Dubbed the Tracking Data Relay 

System (TDRS)-M, this satellite 
will join others in NASA’s Space 
Network, which links Earth-based 
and space-based people together. 
TDRS-M will help make sure the 
communications are clear and 
constant for the next 15 years.
According to the Kennedy Space 

Center’s website:
“The satellites enable near-con-

stant communication between 
Earth and missions like the 
International Space Station and 
Hubble Space Telescope. Without 
the Space Network, scientists, 
engineers and control room staff 
would be unable to readily ac-
cess data from missions such as 
these.”

NASA steps up to plate

The launch of the communica-
tions technology took place via 
an Atlas V rocket, produced by 
Lockheed Martin. Thanks in part 
to private start-ups like SpaceX, 
NASA is beginning to be more 
proactive in using their longtime 
expertise in making sure the 
technology remains an American 
leader.
The launches of these satellites 

are a delicate ballet to choreo-
graph. According to NASA Launch 
Manager Tim Dunn, “Spacecraft 
separation is the best part of the 
launch campaign.“
“So many hours are put into 

getting to this exact point when 
you know you have a healthy sat-
ellite that just separated from the 
launch vehicle, about to go do its 
intended mission.”

Veterans always there

Naturally, no Space Coast mis-
sion happens without veterans — 
like Don Eldred.

ABOVE: The Aug. 18 launch of the  
Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS) 
M spacecraft takes off in spectacular 
fashion.

LEFT: Don Eldred, Air Force and NASA 
veteran, keeps on connecting Americans 
with their Space Coast heritage as a 
volunteer.

Photos by Roger Scruggs

Up, up and away!
Space Coast veterans, citizens thrill to yet another successful launch

He is one of the many veterans, 
and retired NASA employees, who 
volunteers at the Kennedy Space 
Center press site.
Eldred served 30 years in the 

Air Force and 20 years at Kenne-
dy Space Center with Lockheed 
Martin.
During the TDRS-M launch 

activities, Eldred was the NASA 

media escort for remote cam-
era operations and on the NASA 
Causeway during the launch.
Don’s wife also works at the 

Kennedy Space Center.
When not escorting the media 

to various news events, Don and 
several other veterans man the 
help desk to answer questions.
Coming up? More exciting mis-

sions from NASA. On Sept. 2, an 
undocking of part of the Interna-
tional Space Station, a piece of 
which is due to land in Kazakh-
stan.
For more information, visit www.

nasa.gov/launchschedule/.
For more information on Don El-

dred’s Space Coast connections, 
email him at debigd@cfl.rr.com. 

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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Michael X. Beyer
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

After nearly a year apart, it was an emotion-
al moment when Air Force Staff Sgt. Amanda 
Cubbage of the 355th Security Forces Squad-
ron at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Arizo-
na, and the military working dog she worked 
with in South Korea were reunited here Aug. 
8.
The dog, Rick, was flown in from Osan Air 

Base, South Korea, after a lengthy adoption 
process. “It’s [like] getting part of your heart 
back,” Cubbage said.
Cubbage and Rick served together at Osan 

for 11 months. On duty, they conducted exer-
cises, and bomb threat and security checks. 
Off duty, they were each other’s wingman.
“Being stationed in Korea unaccompanied, 

he was my support,” Cubbage said. “He was 
there for everything I needed. He was there 
when I was happy, he was there when I was 
sad. Everything I needed came from him.”
As a military working dog handler, Cubbage 

has worked with several other dogs. She de-
scribed parting ways as bittersweet.
“It’s just like having a kid moving off and 

going to college,” she said. “You still love your 
kid. It’s just the fact that they’re growing up, 
they’re going out, and they’re doing other 
things.”
Rick was different from the other dogs, Cub-

bage said. He instantly won her over with his 
headstrong personality.

Rick’s Retirement

After seven years of service, Rick was retired 

due to his age. Cubbage found out about the 
opportunity to adopt him from a fellow han-
dler. “And that’s when I reached out to the 
American Humane Society,” she said. “They 
said, ‘Absolutely, we’d love to help out.’”
Military working dogs are allowed to be ad-

opted after retirement due to “Robby’s Law,” 
which was passed by Congress in 2000. The 
adoption process can be long and drawn 
out, involving tedious paperwork, immuniza-
tions, and, in Rick’s case, crossing the Pacific 
Ocean.
“You sit there and you wait and wait, and 

you just count down the days, count down 
the time, until you’re reunited with him,” 
Cubbage said.
Now that he is finally reunited with his 

companion, Rick will live a quiet life in retire-
ment, filled with rest, relaxation and plenty of 
treats.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Michael X. Beyer

Air Force Staff Sgt. Amanda Cubbage, 355th Security Forces Squadron, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., reunites with her recently retired military working dog, Rick, 
in Tucson, Ariz., Aug. 8. Cubbage worked with Rick while she served as a military working dog handler at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 

Reunited, & it feels so good
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Photo by Senior Airman Jenna K. Caldwell

Master Sgt. Bobby McCrary, 22nd Force Support Squadron NCO in-charge of Honor Guard, sits in his 1958 Chevy Impala at his home in Derby, Kan. McCrary grew up 
going to car shows and swap meets with his grandfather, who rebuilt classic cars. 

Jenna K. Caldwell
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Air Force Master Sgt. Bobby McCrary, 
22nd Force Support Squadron noncom-
missioned officer in charge of the Hon-
or Guard at McConnell Air Force Base, 
Kan., grew up going to car shows and 
swap meets with his grandfather, who 
rebuilt classic cars. They would travel 
up and down Texas together, looking for 
parts and meeting other car enthusiasts 
who carried years of experience and irre-

placeable pearls of wisdom.
With his dynamic lifestyle as a child, the 

transition into an ever-changing environ-
ment like the Air Force was familiar to 
McCrary. He joined the Air Force in 2004 
and continued a family tradition of work-
ing on heating, ventilation and air-condi-
tioning systems.
“I would say that after restoring the 

vehicle and working with him, going into 
engineering was natural for me,” he said. 
“I threw my first torch weld in the trunk 
of the [Chevrolet] Impala. It took about 

a week. It had a little rust in the trunk, 
so I had to cut the floor pan out. Being 
my first weld, it was pretty bad. Before 
we sent it off to paint, he wouldn’t let me 
grind down the weld. He told me, ‘No. 
That weld is staying there. I want you to 
remember this.’”

First restoration

When he was 13, he restored a 1958 

Motor oil in the blood
Airman credits granddad, classic cars for life’s path

See CARS page 10  
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BREVARD COUNTY

Friday, Aug. 25

New ‘Guardian Angel’ machine pro-
motion, VFW Post 8191, Melbourne, for 
new electronic 50/50 machine in or Post, 
the Guardian Angel machine. Post gets 
20 percent of all the money put into the 
machine. Winners, up to $300, will be paid 
upon the close-out of the game. Winners 
over $300 will be paid the next day.  Every 
day from 5-7 p.m. there will be a “happy 
hour” on the machine, which means that 
buying $10 worth of tickets will get you 
$20 worth of chances to win. Also, since 
the machine is new, the company will 
send a promotions person out to help ex-
plain how the machine and games work, 
who will be at the Post from 4-7 p.m. 
While the promotion person is present 
the happy hour is altered to create a $5 
purchase into $10 worth of play. Fridays 
will be a “quiet time” at the Post with no 
DJ or Karaoke. Come for fish from 5-7 p.m. 
and stay for darts, pool, shuffleboard, etc. 
and win big on the Guardian Angel.

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in 
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Mu-
sum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators 
to stop by the museum by plane. The 
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public as 
Museum visitors can also attend. Break-
fast for visitors is free with paid admission 
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is 
Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the 
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircom-
mand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans 
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Me-
morial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Tuesday

Lunch by Richard, VFW Post 8191, noon 
to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. Second drink free for those who 
wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer 
cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. For more information, call (321) 
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky 
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt 
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 750-
2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie 
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or 
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, via 
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local 

locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council 
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County 
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detach-
ment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at 
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River 
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every 
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150 
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come 
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area veterans and have fun at the 
same time. For more information, email 
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 De-
tachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas 
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ 
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV 
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military 
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30 
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact 
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Saturday, Sept. 16

4th Annual AMVETS Riders Chari-
ty Golf tournament, Ocean Club Golf 
Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott 
Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard, 
Stuart.

Proceeds from past tournaments were 
used to support (1) Wreaths Across 
America in Martin County, St. Lucie, and 
Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast 
Honor Flight guardians; and (3) Operation 
300-the Aaron Vaughn Project, as well as 
fulfilling emergency needs of veterans 
in the local community. Registration for 
foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as tee/
green sponsorships are still available. 
Please make checks or money orders 
payable to: AMVETS RIDERS CHAPTER FL-
92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship 
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port 
St. Lucie, FL 34983.

For more information, email rdadio@
yahoo.com.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah 
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to 
be announced. For more information, call 
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion 
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jen-
sen Beach. For more information, call (772) 
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s 
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: 
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; 
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386) 
668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on 
both east and west sides of county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, 
Daytona Beach, (386)  944-5855 every 
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the 
West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North 
Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Macken-
zie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Semi-
nole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more infor-
mation, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to 
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least 
two weeks in advance, so that we may 
ensure your events receive timely publi-
cation.

CALENDAR
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Tech. Sgt. Bobby McCrary, honor 
guard NCO in charge, holds a folded 
American flag before presenting it to 
the sister of Maj. Dean Klenda, an F-105 
Thunderchief pilot who was listed as 
missing in action during the Vietnam 
War, at St. John Nepomucene Church 
in Pilsen, Kan. Klenda was laid to rest 
exactly 51 years after his aircraft went 
down in 1965 in North Vietnam. His 
remains were located and verified by 
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency.

Photo by
Airman 1st Class Jenna K. Caldwell

Chevy Impala with his grandfather. It was 
his first restoration, and his grandfather 
was right, McCrary said — restoring the 
car would be an experience he would nev-
er forget.
“I can remember laying face-up on the 

concrete in the shop staring up at the 
car, just overwhelmed with how much 
work it was,” he said. “It was frame-off 
restoration. Every nut, bolt and piece of 
metal that was bent was rebuilt by us. 
[My grandfather] let me pick the color of 
the interior and the paint. It took us three 
summers to do it.”

A daunting task

From conception to fruition, the resto-
ration of classic cars can be a daunting 
task. Most old cars, especially in Texas, 
are found in scrapyards or back yards, 
slowly rotting into the ground. With years 
of the elements weathering the vehicle, 
every bit of rust needs to be stripped off, 
and almost every bolt needs to be re-
placed.
“First, we found the vehicle sitting on its 

frame — this was the foundation,” Mc-
Crary said. “We pulled it into the shop 
and cleaned it up. Then we sat there for 
two hours, just looking at it and coming 
up with the vision -- what parts we need-
ed and what we wanted it to look like in 
the end. Then we just ripped it apart un-
til there was nothing but a frame left. We 
labeled all the parts and started building 
it.”

Methodical Process

Before arriving at McConnell, McCrary 
was a military training instructor at 
Joint-Base Lackland-San Antonio, Tex-
as. With all of his experience as an in-
structor, he explained that the process 
of restoring a car from the ground up is 
very similar to the process of training new 
airmen.
“You’ve got to start with a clear foun-

dation,” he said. “When I was a military 
training instructor and the trainees 
would come in, the first thing we did was 
break them down. [Now] here at Honor 
Guard, I tell the airmen to forget all of the 
drill they’ve learned in the past, because 
this is very different. Then, we just start 
building them up, and at the end we 
throw a uniform on them and make them 
shine.”
It’s not just the technical training that 

McCrary learned from his grandfather. He 
also learned the ideals of precision and 
striving for excellence.
“This [car] was one of my first major ac-

complishments, because I started some-
thing from nothing and turned it into a 
beautiful piece,” he said. “I found the im-
portance of doing things right. One time, 
I was shaping the driver’s fender, and I 
just couldn’t get it perfect. My grandpa 
wouldn’t let me go to the next step until 
it was. I spent hours and hours at night. 
Exhausted, I finally got it right, and it 
paid off.”

Patience pays off

Although his grandfather has since 
passed away, McCrary said, he still main-
tains that mindset of patience.
“I learned a lot about myself building 

this car,” he said. “Anybody who has 
rebuilt a car will tell you it takes a lot 
of blood, sweat, tears and beers to get 
through with a vehicle. I learned to not 
make decisions when I’m aggravated. If 
you’re working on a screw that won’t go 
in right away and you start busting your 
knuckles, you’ll strip the screw. Calm 
down and come back with a better mind-
set, and that screw will go right in.”
“These classic cars, they all have soul in 

them,” McCrary said. “A lot of my blood 
is in that engine-well. I know the car like 
the back of my hand, because I have 
touched every part of that car. When I 
get into my car and I push the gas, all 
the frustrations of the day disappear. 
You can actually feel the engine with the 
throttle; it becomes an extension of your 
body. I push the gas and nothing else 
matters. My mind goes blank and life is 
good.”

Lasting legacy

McCrary was just a boy when he built 
the Impala with his grandfather, and he 
still owns it to this day. He will never sell 
it, he said, because it’s an internal re-
minder of the memories of his childhood 
and of his grandfather.
“My memories of him are three things: 

driving in a car with him, working on 
a car with him, or him smoking a ciga-
rette,” he said. “So when he died and I 
went to fulfill his last request of spread-
ing his ashes, I put some of his ashes in 
the gas tank.”
This classic piece of Americana is not 

just a symbol of his grandfather or a way 
to blow off steam from the stresses of the 
military, McCrary said. It represents his 
philosophy and way of life.
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