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V-J Day marked final end of bitter conflict
END OF WAR, ERA

SEE STORY
ON PAGE 5

Members of a delegation from Japan prepare to sign 
surrender documents aboard the USS Missouri on
Sept. 2, 1945. - Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps
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Veterans can register now for
a FREE Portrait 

www.Por trai tsOfPatr io ts .com

Portraits of Patriots is a veteran portraits series 
by photographer Phil Galdys and published weekly 
in Veteran Voice newspaper. The portrait series 
features veterans throughout the Treasure Coast and 
Space Coast. If you, a family member or a friend has 
served our great country with military service and 
would like to be to be considered, please complete 
the registration form on our website. All veterans 
are eligible and there is no cost to you. As long as 
you served and have a DD-214 form you qualify. 
You can be Retired, Reserve, Guard or Active duty 
personnel - you’re eligible. Veterans will be provided 
with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.

Your
Photo 
Here
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The Brevard 10-13 Club is host-
ing the annual Brevard 9/11 Me-
morial Tribute on Monday, Sept. 
11, at the Exploration Tower, 670 
Dave Nisbet Drive, Port Canaver-
al. The evening memorial service 
will start at 6 p.m. 
Al Boettjer, event chairman, said 

the organization of former and 
current law enforcement officers 
is seeing deaths from the Sept. 11 
attacks 16 years later. 
“We have a number of club 

members (who were at the World 
Trade Center),” he said. “We lost 
four this past year to the effects 
of 9/11.” 
The club’s name, 10-13, is the 

Association of Public-Safety Com-
munication Officials’ ten-codes 
signal for “officer down.” 
The World Trade Center Health 

Program has linked dozens of dif-
ferent types of cancer to exposure 
to the lingering debris clouds af-
ter the terrorist attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001. Additionally, it attri-
butes numerous cardio-vascular 
conditions to the toxic clouds. 
While the official count of peo-
ple who died in the four terrorist 
attacks at three locations is just 
short of 3,000, an uncountable 
number were exposed to the 
hazardous debris clouds in New 
York, Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
Many are dying prematurely.

Silent killer 

“People don’t realize the rate of 
death of people (from exposure to 
Sept. 11 terrorist attack sites),” 
Boettjer said. 
Manhattan alone has millions.  
“Probably close to three million 

are affected by the (World Trade 
Center) ash,” Boettjer estimated.
Joe Perrone, a Ponce Inlet Town 

Councilman, worked about 
three blocks from the World 
Trade Center until 2004. He said 
fires burned at the site dubbed 
Ground Zero for months.  
“The smell of the smoke was 

coming through the air condi-
tioner,” he said. “For a year, you 
couldn’t escape what happened.” 
Just among the New York first 

responders —
“The rate of new illnesses that 

crop up is 15 a day,” Boettjer 
said. 
Additionally, Boettjer said, 

America must count the military 
men and women who’ve died in 
the Global War on Terrorism — 
both those in battles and those 

exposed to health hazards as a 
result of serving — with those lost 
in the Sept. 11 attacks.

10-13 Club bands together
 
The Brevard 10-13 Club has 

about 250 members. About 51 
percent are former and retired 
New York City police officers. 
“Our mission is to help retired 

and active law-enforcement per-
sonnel,” Boettjer said. 
The local club is part of a na-

tional organization. There are 17 
chapters in Florida. 
Boettjer is among the retired 

New York cops. However, he 
had retired from the New York 
City police before 2001. He was 
working as an investigator for the 
Florida Department of Correc-
tions when the terrorist attacks 
occurred. 

The memorial attracts about 500 
to 600 annually. Among digni-
taries expected this year are the 
sheriffs of Brevard and Volusia 
counties, Wayne Ivey and Mike 
Chitwood. 
“I think Congressman (Brian) 

Mast in St. Lucie County may 
come as well,” Boettjer said. 
Mast is one of two congressper-

sons who were catastrophically 
injured in the Global War on 
Terrorism. The other is Tammy 
Duckworth from Illinois. Mast 
lost his legs to a roadside explo-
sion while serving in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
– Afghanistan. Duckworth was 
piloting a UH-60 Black Hawk that 
was hit by a rocket-propelled gre-
nade while serving in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. She lost 
her right leg and some of her left 
in the explosion and crash.

Refreshments on hand
 
Boettjer said the memorial or-

ganizers will have hot dogs and 
water for attendees after the ser-
vice. He said the service will last 
no longer than 90 minutes, and 
covered seating is available.
Following the terrorist attacks in 

2001, the United States launched 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
– Afghanistan, and others, to 
capture and kill members of al 
Qaeda, a Salafist Muslim jihadi 
group led by Osama bin Laden. 
Members of the U.S. military 
killed bin Laden in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan, on May 2, 2011. OEF-A 
ended in 2014, and was replaced 
by Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, 
which is ongoing. 

Brevard 9/11 Memorial Tribute to also
remember those who died after  Sept. 11
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The Brevard 10-13 Club is 
hosting the annual Brevard 
9/11 Memorial Tribute on 
Monday, Sept. 11, at the 
Exploration Tower, 670 Dave 
Nisbet Drive, Port Canaveral. 
The evening memorial service 
will start at 6 p.m. 

Photo courtesy of the
Brevard 10-13 Code Club
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Dick Ramsey
of Port St. Lucie

for his support to sponsor 5 veterans

with a year-long, weekly subscription

to Veteran Voice newspaper.
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your community with a weekly subscription,
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a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.

Port St. Lucie’s annual September 11 Re-
membrance Ceremony will be about “Remem-
bering the Past and Embracing the Present.” 
Decreta Meely, event specialist at the Port St. 

Lucie Civic Center, said that’s the theme for 
the ceremony marking the 15th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. She explained 
that the United States has accomplished 
much since 2001, and it’s time to remind our-
selves. 
“I don’t want to mourn anymore,’ she said. “I 

want it to be a celebratory event this year for 
all we’ve done.” 
The civic center — where the ceremony will 

be held is at 9221 Civic Center Place — has 
an 11-foot steel beam from the World Trade 
Center forming the centerpiece of a 9/11 
memorial fountain. The memorial was erected 
in 2012. Meely said it’s striking to pass the 
beam every workday. 
“It’s a piece of history that’s a constant re-

minder to all of us,” she said.  
The ceremony will be on Monday, Sept. 11, 

starting at 8:30 a.m. Buddy Emerson, St. 
Lucie County fire chief, will be the master of 
ceremonies. The assistant fire chief, Brian 
Blizzard will speak, along with Pastor Dave 
Zoerhof, Genesis Community Church. There’ll 
be a bell toll at the minute of each major 
event on Sept. 11, 2001. 

Another date in infamy

That morning was confusing, scary and 

saddening. For hours, America stopped. All 
that mattered were the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon and Shanksville, Pa. Because 
of broadcast and maturing Internet technol-
ogy, the world witnessed parts of the attacks 
firsthand.
At 8:46 a.m. al Qaeda hijackers flew Ameri-

can Airlines Flight 11 into the northern tower, 
1 WTC, at the World Trade Center. Broad-
casters quickly aimed cameras at the World 
Trade Center, unsure what was happening 
and unaware they’d capture the second strike 

Port St. Lucie Sept. 11 ceremony
'embracing the present'
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo courtesy of the City of Port St. Lucie 

The City of Port St. Lucie will host its annual September 11 Remembrance Ceremony starting at 8:30 a.m. on 
that Monday. The event will be at the Port St. Lucie Civic Center, 9221 S.E. Civic Center Place. The outdoors 
portion of the ceremony will be about an hour. After that, attendees will move inside for light fare. 

See PSL page 12  
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as 
of AUGUST 24:

NORMAN F. BRESSETTE, ARMY, KOREA                      
PAUL MEDING Jr., NAVY
JOSEPH E. RICE Jr., ARMY                                  
LEO J. SICLARI, ARMY, WWII                                          
TOM GILSON JOHNSON, ARMY                         
HUBERT M. SHIFFLETT, NAVY, KOREA                                  
ALLEN GEORGE, ARMY                                        
GEORGE M. HANSEN, ARMY
RICHARD STANLEY OZGOWICZ, ARMY, VIETNAM             
ROBERT NELSON HURLEY, NAVY, WWII                       
MARSHALL LEA WOLF, ARMY, KOREA                                         
JAMES MICHAEL MEADE, MERCHANT MARINES, WWII               
ALBERT R. KRUEGER, AIR FORCE, VIETNAM                                
STEVEN ERIC TRAPP, AIR FORCE                            
FRANK R. SARLI, ARMY, WWII                             
HAROLD ANGELBECK, MERCHANT MARINES                 
ERNESTO PEREZ, ARMY, KOREA                                                           
KENNETH H. RAWE, ARMY, WWII                                                        
EDWARD H. LIGHTSEY, MARINE CORPS                 
WILLIAM “BILL” A. MARSHALL, ARMY, VIETNAM                                     
ROBERT GILMORE, NAVY                            
HAROLD E. DOMKE, ARMY, KOREA                                                         
WILLIAM E. CROWLEY, ARMY                      
WILLIAM “SNUFFY” SMITH, AIR FORCE             
ALEX E. BOOTH, ARMY
GEORGE C. POLLARD Sr., ARMY, KOREA

Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for           
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.                            

Southeast Florida Honor Flight would like to welcome 
all motorcyclists to escort a bus load of WWII and Kore-
an Veterans to their day of Honor.

We will leave from the Martin County Administration 
Bldg., 2401 Monterey Blvd. and East Ocean Blvd. Stu-
art.

The time is 3:45AM, yes in the AM, for a briefing and 
then proceed to Palm Beach Airport.

We will have a police escort for the whole route.  There 
will be free parking for all motorcycles.  Upon arrival we 
invite all riders to go upstairs in the terminal and see 
our Veterans off.

For more information, please contact

Jim Kamen @ 561-743-7069

Jim@NoPockets.com

MOTORCYCLISTS 
WANTED

Saturday • Sept 23, 2017  • 3:45 AM 

Depending on whether you 
count the end of World War II in 
Japan as the actual date hostili-
ties stopped — Aug. 15, 1945 — 
or the date the formal surrender 
document was signed aboard the 
USS Missouri — Sept. 2 — what 
became known as V-J Day is gen-
erally observed on Sept. 2.
The surrender document was 

signed by representatives from 
the Empire of Japan, the Unit-
ed States of America, the (then) 
Republic of China, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the 
Commonwealth of Australia, the 
Dominion of Canada, the Provi-
sional Government of the French 
Republic, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, and the Dominion of 
New Zealand.

According to Wikipedia:
“The ceremony aboard the deck 

of the Missouri lasted 23 minutes 
and was broadcast throughout 
the world. The instrument was 
first signed by the Japanese 
foreign minister Mamoru Shigem-
itsu ‘By Command and on behalf 
of the Emperor of Japan and 
the Japanese Government’ (9:04 
a.m). General Yoshijirō Umezu, 
Chief of the Army General Staff, 
then signed the document ‘By 
Command and on behalf of the 
Japanese Imperial General Head-
quarters’ (9:06 a.m).
“At 9:08 a.m., U.S. General of 

the Army Douglas MacArthur, 
the Commander in the Southwest 
Pacific and Supreme Commander 
for the Allied Powers, accepted 
the surrender on behalf of the 
Allied Powers and signed in his 
capacity as Supreme Command-
er.”
Nearly 29,000 Americans were 

killed in the Pacific theater from 
Dec. 7, 1941, to Dec. 31, 1946.

Relief, remembrance

Across the U.S., the mood ran 
the extremes — from the wild 
partying in New York City (who 
can forget that iconic photo of a 
sailor kissing a nurse?) to church 
services where millions quietly 
gave thanks, and mourned the 
loss of their loved ones.
Many a Blue Star flag was grate-

fully taken down from windows 
around the country — and far 
too many a Gold Star flag was 
mournfully taken down.
In some cases, it took months 

before soldiers, sailors, Marines, 
airmen and Merchant Mariners 
could return home. 
Some stayed in service, assisting 

the temporary Occupation of Ja-

pan, which MacArthur headed.
Most, however, went back to 

their old jobs, looked for new 
ones, or enrolled in college under 
the G.I. Bill.
Many returning troops had re-

ceived the dreaded “Dear John” 
letter while they had been away 
for so long. Many others, though, 
either returned to their wives or 
married their sweethearts, setting 
the stage for the “Baby Boom” 
generation. Bit by bit, day by day, 
the horrors of the war began to 
fade.
V-J Day marked the end of not 

only the war, but the end of an 
era. The country was no longer 
in the grips of the Depression — 
indeed, the longest sustained pe-
riod of prosperity got under way.

V-J Day marked final end of bitter conflict
Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com
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Roy Brewer
UNITED VETERANS OF ST. LUCIE COUNTY, INC.

On Sunday, July 30, I was introduced to 
Mr. Forrest Suffel, who was celebrating his 
99th birthday on that day with his family. 
Mr. Suffel and his family stopped by the 
house for what he thought was just a visit.
Little did he know that his visit would turn 

into a special occasion. 
Within a few minutes I was asking him 

about his career before retirement — he 
said that he spent most of his life in the 
welding business. I asked him if he welded 
on ships —  “Of course,” he replied. 
I told him that I had an understanding 

that he was a welder on the USCGC Mack-
inaw — “Yes I did,” was his reply, adding 
a big smile to his face. He said that he was 
one of five specialized welders that could 
do certain jobs on the Mackinaw hull and 
structure.

Civilian heroes

Mr. Suffel was one of many civilians who, 
for one reason or another, were unable to 
serve during World War II, so he supported 
the war effort by working in the shipyard. 
In his words, “I was a darn good welder!”
Mr. Suffel also mentioned that the ship-

yard was under control by the Department 
of the Navy. (Please note, that during war-
time, the U.S. Coast Guard operates under 
the Department of Navy.)
Mr. Suffel is from Edgerton, Ohio. As a 

young man, he would go to the local ma-
chine shop where he learned his skills 
as a welder. When he applied for a job at 
the Toledo Shipyard, he was the youngest 
(perhaps 22 or 23 years old) of his men and 
women co-workers. 
After a short period of time, he took tests 

and became a certified welder. He and four 
fellow welders were promoted to grade five 
(5), who could do any type of welding that 
may be required.
Mr. Suffel said that the highest quality 

steel produced by the Pittsburgh steel mills 
was used for the hull and superstructure of 
the “Mac.”

Down into the hawsehole

Being the smallest in size, he was selected 

LEFT: Mr. Forrest Suffel, 99, a former 
welder of the World War II Coast 
Guard Cutter Mackinaw, of Port St. 
Lucie, wears his Mackinaw hat very 
proudly. Here, he is shown holding the 
U.S. flag that was flown on the stern 
of the Mackinaw, which he keeps in 
a very special place at home.  - Photo 
courtesy of Roy Brewer

BELOW: The USCGC Mackinaw 
(WAGB-83) was built by the Toledo 
Shipbuilding Company, Toledo, Ohio. 
The Mackinaw’s keel was laid down 
on March 20, 1943, was launched 
March 4, 1944, and commissioned on 
Dec. 20, 1944. After serving 62 years 
with distinguished service, within 
the Great Lakes and its rivers, the 
Mackinaw was decommissioned on 
June 10, 2006. Here, in Grand Haven, 
Mich., the Mackinaw and crew are 
the centerpiece of attraction for 
2009 Coast Guard Festival crowds the 
afternoon of July 27 at Escanaba Park. 
- Source: Wikimedia Commons

to weld the inside of the hawsehole, (a hole 
in the hull of the ship where the anchor 
chain and cable passes through to lower or 
raise the anchor).  
He was lowered by rope along with his 

welding equipment. He would weld a cer-
tain amount of seam, then get pulled back 
a short distance, then he would start the 
process again.
Once all the welding was completed, and 

he was out of the hawsehole, he was happy 

to have some fresh air.
Mr. Suffel recalls the launching of the 

Mackinaw, (March 4, 1944). He said it 
was a very stormy day as he and others 
watched the launch. Unfortunately, he also 
mentioned that some workers were hurt 
during the launch, as well.

Memorable 
meeting
with WWII
welder, 99

See WELDER page 12  
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Ponce Inlet Town Councilman Joe Perrone 
was running late to work in New York on 
Sept. 11, 2001. He’d been to Florida visiting 
his ailing mother the weekend before that 
Tuesday morning. He decided to sleep in a 
bit. 
“Probably why I’m here today is I was a 

half hour late to work that day,” Perrone 
said. 
As the 15th anniversary of the Sept. 11 ter-

rorist attacks approaches, counties, cities 
and organizations throughout the Veteran 
Voice coverage area are preparing their an-
nual memorial services. Ponce Inlet is one. 
Amy Zengotita, cultural services manager, 
said the town holds its service at the Ponce 
Inlet Fire Station. 
“It’s at 8:30 in the morning, and there’s 

parking available at the (Ponce Inlet) Com-
munity Center,” she said. 
The center is at 4670 Peninsula Drive. 
The service will include talks by the town 

manager, along with the chiefs of the fire 
and police departments. 
“We also have the Coast Guard come out 

and they do the flag ceremony for us,” Zen-
gotita said. 
She said members of the Ponce Inlet Vet-

erans Memorial Association will be on hand 
to recognize the loss of life at the Pentagon 
on Sept. 11, 2001, and sacrifices made by 
members of the armed forces in the Global 
War on Terrorism that followed.

‘Everybody thought a
bomb went off’
 
Perrone is a former National Guardsman. 

He declines the term “veteran,” feeling 
it should be an honor reserved for those 
who served in active duty. In 2001, he was 
working at a financial business close to 
the World Trade Center. Like many in and 
around New York, he got to work using 
public transit. His work stop was the Trade 
Center.  
As the commuter train he was on ap-

proached the towers that September morn-
ing, word came that there’d been an appar-
ent terrorist attack. 
“Everybody stopped reading the newspaper 

and looked up,” Perrone said. 
Still, nobody was getting off the train.  
“Everybody just thought a bomb went off,” 

Perrone said. “We knew the Trade Center 
was bombed before, but that’s no reason to 
turn around and not go to work.” 
Getting to work seemed like it was going 

to be a bit more complicated than usual. 
Stops were shut down, including the one 
where Perrone got off to walk to work. He 
got off at the open station closest to his 
office and started walking. 
“As I’m walking with the World Trade Cen-

ter in front of me, it came down,” he said. 
That’s when Perrone — and millions of 

other New Yorkers — understood that Sept. 
11, 2001, was much bigger than the 1993 
World Trade Center Bombing. 
“The experience was bigger than anyone 

could imagine,” he said. 

The long way home

Along with those millions of others, Per-
rone started trying to make his way home. 
He said that’s when the first rays of hope-
fulness surrounding the 9/11 terrorist 
attack started showing. New York became a 
place of kindness. People helped strangers 
en masse. 
“That day New York was a small town,” 

Perrone said. 
Manhattan was a giant evacuation zone 

without an evacuation plan. 
“The only way we got information, because 

nobody had cell phones and few had radios, 
(people) had car doors open with the radios 
on, so people could get news,” Perrone said.  
The initial hopefulness would be scarred 

by despair for months to come. The col-
lapse of the World Trade Center stole fami-
lies’ opportunities to say goodbye. 
“The saddest part was people who had 

loved ones who died in the destruction of 
the towers — they had no bodies,” Per-
rone said. “Mentally, emotionally, they had 
the thought they were still alive. You had 
people walking around for months literally 
showing pictures asking, ‘Have you seen 
this person?’” 
Perrone moved to Volusia County in 2004. 

Loss of life, loved ones

The Sept. 11 attack included three loca-
tions, the World Trade Center, the Penta-
gon, and Somerset County, Pa. In the four 
attacks that day, 2,977 victims died. In the 
North Tower at the World Trade Center, 
about 1,360 are believed to have died. The 
South Tower — which was struck by a hi-
jacked plane about 51 minutes later — had 
about 630 deaths. The smaller death toll is 
attributed to people preemptively evacuat-
ing. Additionally, 147 victims died on the 
two hijacked planes that hit the towers in 
New York. 
The Pentagon lost 125. Most were civil-

ians, 70. Not including the five hijackers, 
the plane that struck the Pentagon had 53 
passengers and six crewmembers. United 
Airlines Flight 93, which had an apparent 
takeover attempt by passengers, crashed 
with 33 passengers, not counting the four 
hijackers, and seven crewmembers. 
Following the terrorist attack, the United 

States launched Operation Enduring Free-
dom – Afghanistan, and others, to capture 
and kill members of al Qaeda, a Salafist 
Muslim jihadi group led by Osama bin Lad-
en. Members of the U.S. military killed bin 
Laden in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on May 2, 
2011. 
OEF-A ended in 2014, and was replaced 

by Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, which is 
ongoing. 
For more about the Ponce Inlet memori-

al service, visit the town’s website: www.
ponce-inlet.org.

‘That day New York was a small town’
Ponce Inlet councilmember remembers Sept. 11

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo courtesy of the Town of Ponce Inlet 

Ponce Inlet Police Chief Frank Frabrizio salutes fallen officers at last year’s September 11th Memorial Ceremony. 
The town hosts an annual Sept. 11 remembrance held at the Ponce Inlet Fire Station.  
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Vietnam veterans were “welcomed home” 
Aug. 23 at a special “Vietnam Veterans 
Service Day and Welcome Home Ceremo-
ny” at Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 
Merritt Island.
Dignitaries, families, friends and sup-

porters helped area Vietnam veterans be 
recognized and paid tribute to at the cen-
ter, which has undergone massive expan-
sion in the past year.
U.S. Rep. Bill Posey, R-8, welcomed the 

veterans, noting that his assistant, Rob 
Medina, came up with the idea for the 
ceremony.
The keynote speaker was retired Army 

Sgt. 1st Class Melvin Morris, Cocoa, who 
is a Vietnam veteran and a recipient of 
the Medal of Honor.
The ceremony drew more than 100 ca-

dets from eight Brevard schools, to pay 
tribute to 120 Vietnam veterans.
Also on hand were other local and state 

officials, including Florida Sen. Debbie 
Mayfield, R-Rockledge; representatives 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
and volunteers from Cape Canaveral Na-
tional Cemetery.
After the hurtful memories of long ago, 

that still remain among Vietnam veter-
ans, it was “absolutely wonderful,” in one 
veteran’s words, to see young people and 
veterans lining up for a column formation 
and march, with veterans flanked by two 
rows of cadets and walking between them 
before facing the crowd.
Keynote speaker Morris is a highly dec-

orated former Green Beret. He speaks 
nationwide at special events and at high 
schools. History-wise, he said, “We tend 
to forget about Vietnam.”
In an article in Florida Today, Morris 

was quoted as saying:
“Welcome home, my brothers,” said Mor-

ris, 75. “I can go back and think about 
when I made my trips back from Viet-
nam. No one thanked me. No one talked 
to me or talked about it. It left an empty 
feeling in my stomach ... my children, 
my family didn’t know some of the events 
that I’d been in or about combat action 
because I didn’t talk to them about it. So 
this is an honor our vets well deserve. 
My commitment is to do whatever I can 
to uphold the Medal of Honor ... we’re 
proud of our service. We don’t want to be 
a blank page.”

Photo by Roger Scruggs

A special Welcome Home Ceremony for Vietnam Veterans was held Aug. 22 at the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, Merritt Island. Veterans, families, friends and 
patriots crowded into the newly expanded museum at the center. U.S. Rep. Bill Posey, lower right, at the lectern, opened the ceremony. To his left is keynote speaker 
retired Army Sgt. 1st Class Melvin Morris, a Vietnam veteran who resides in Cocoa, and who is a recipient of the Medal of Honor.

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

An Overdue ‘Welcome Home’
Tribute and recognition for Vietnam veterans at the
newly renovated Brevard Veterans Memorial Center
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VIEW THE PORTRAITS,

READ THE STORIES,

CELEBRATE THEIR SERVICE,

PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT.

VIEW

READ

CELEBRATE

PARTICIPATE

If you, a family member 
or a friend has served our 
great country with military 
service, then we want to 
feature your portrait.

If you wish to
be considered,
please sign-up at:

www.PortraitsOfPatriots.com

A  V E T E R A N S  P H O T O  S E R I E S

PORTRAITS
PATRIOTSof

A  V E T E R A N S  P H O T O  S E R I E S

PORTRAITS
PATRIOTSof

Retired Marine
Gunnery Sergeant 

MARK CROSS



www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com VETERAN VOICE • AUGUST 31, 2017 • 11

BREVARD COUNTY

Second Saturday of each Month

Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in 
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Mu-
sum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly 
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators 
to stop by the museum by plane. The 
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee.   The 
breakfast is also open to the public as 
Museum visitors can also attend. Break-
fast for visitors is free with paid admission 
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is 
Sept. 9. 

Please RSVP by phone or email. The 
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the 
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircom-
mand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans 
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Me-
morial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway, 
Merritt Island.

Every Tuesday

Lunch by Richard, VFW Post 8191, noon 
to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. Second drink free for those who 
wear a VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer 
cozy. Reduced bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Mel-
bourne. For more information, call (321) 
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky 
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven 
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

First Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight monthly 
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster, 
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt 
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch 
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For 
more information, contact us at (888) 750-
2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie 
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville. 
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at 
own expense) and camaraderie. For more 
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or 
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Ongoing

Jobs available in Brevard County, 
via  

careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local 
locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

First Wednesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Veterans Council 
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County 
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Indian River Detach-
ment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at 
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month

Space Coast Honor Flight month-
ly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt. 
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River 
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to 
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and cama-
raderie. For more information, contact us at 
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonor-
flight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Sept. 11-15

Reunion, Brown Water (Navy) “River 
Rats,” Hutchinson Island Marriott Resort. 
These sailors were responsible for landing 
and extracting SEAL teams before the 
SEALs got their own boats. For more infor-
mation, email Jim Meehan at bigslimjim@
gmail.com.

Every Friday

Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every 
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150 
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come 
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area veterans and have fun at the 
same time. For more information, email 
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 De-
tachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas 
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy 
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month

Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’ 
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV 
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call 
(772) 342-2653.

  Monthly meeting, American Military 
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30 
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW 
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact 
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730 
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113, 
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

Saturday, Sept. 2

Labor Day Weekend BBQ, noon–3 p.m., 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 Northeast Savan-
nah Road, Jensen Beach. Join us for burg-
ers, sausages with peppers and onions 
and hot dogs, plus sides and desserts, 
for $6. A sign-up sheet for side dishes is 
on the bulletin board. The Scotch & Soda 
Band will play favorite oldies, dance mu-
sic, doo-wop, disco and more from 12:30 – 
3:30 pm. For more information, call  (772) 
334-9659.

Saturday, Sept. 16

4th Annual AMVETS Riders Chari-
ty Golf tournament, Ocean Club Golf 
Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott 
Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard, 
Stuart.

Proceeds from past tournaments were 
used to support (1) Wreaths Across 
America in Martin County, St. Lucie, and 
Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast 
Honor Flight guardians; and (3) Operation 
300-the Aaron Vaughn Project, as well as 
fulfilling emergency needs of veterans 
in the local community. Registration for 
foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as tee/
green sponsorships are still available. 
Please make checks or money orders 
payable to: AMVETS RIDERS CHAPTER FL-
92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship 
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port 
St. Lucie, FL 34983.

For more information, email rdadio@
yahoo.com.

Every Friday

Music by Saxman and Posse Band, 
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah 
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to 
be announced. For more information, call 
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday

Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion 
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jen-
sen Beach. For more information, call (772) 
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s 
Point Town Hall.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

Third Thursday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048, 
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday

Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282, 
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093,  351 
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary: 
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight; 
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386) 
668-8640.

Acupuncture for veterans, available on 
both east and west sides of county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204, 
Daytona Beach, (386)  944-5855 every 
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the 
West Side:  Volusia Military Acupuncture 
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North 
Garfield Avenue,

Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Macken-
zie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

First Saturday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10 
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Semi-
nole.

Third Monday of the Month

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7 
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday

Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7 
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m., 
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more infor-
mation, call (727) 391-6324.

Please submit event information to 
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least 
two weeks in advance, so that we may 
ensure your events receive timely publi-
cation.

CALENDAR
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live that morning. At 9:03 a.m. hijackers from 
the Salafist sect flew United Airlines Flight 
175 into the southern tower, 2 WTC, with the 
world looking on. 
American Airlines Flight 77 would be the 

next plane the terrorists would turn into a 
weapon. At 9:37 a.m. the hijackers crashed it 
into the Pentagon. 
United Airlines Flight 93 would become at 

once a tragedy and symbol of American re-
solve to fight terrorism. The flight was under 
terrorist control when passengers and crew 
rose up against them. Their fight ended in the 
plane crashing into the ground near Shanks-
ville at 10:03 a.m. 
No one is certain what the terrorists were 

aiming for, but the White House and Capi-
tol are generally agreed to be the most likely 
targets. 

Heading to war

By Oct. 7, 2001, the United States opened 
the Global War on Terrorism with Operation 
Enduring Freedom – Afghanistan. That eve-
ning, President George W. Bush announced 
air strikes against the Taliban governing the 
Central Asian nation that was harboring Osa-
ma bin Laden, leader of al Qaeda, and others 
wanted for terrorism crimes. 
President Barrack Obama ended OEF-A in 

December, 2014. Operation Freedom’s Senti-
nel succeeded it and continued to the end of 
his presidency. 
Freedom’s Sentinel continues to this day. On 

Monday, Aug. 21, President Donald Trump 
addressed the nation about the continuing 
military operations in Afghanistan that now 
represent the longest single combat mission 
in U.S. history. 
“Today 20 U.S.-designated foreign terrorist 

organizations are active in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan,” Trump said in the address. “The 
highest concentration in any region, any-
where in the world.” 
Nevertheless, international terrorists have 

apparently been denied the opportunity to 

launch major attacks on American soil, al-
though small-scale, so-called self-radicalizing 
terrorists, have emerged. 

More deployments ahead

Earlier this year, Trump authorized Sec-
retary of Defense James Mattis to deploy 
upwards to 4,000 additional military person-
nel to Afghanistan in support of Operation 
Freedom’s Sentinel. There are about 9,800 
members of the military serving in Afghani-
stan supported by about 26,000 contractors, 
what the military defines as “any individual, 
firm, corporation, partnership, or other legal 
non-federal entity that enters into a contract 
directly with the (Department of Defense) to 
furnish services, supplies, or construction.” 
The Port St. Lucie memorial service will be 

about an hour and be followed by a reception 
with light fare inside the civic center. The fi-
nal bell toll will be in the center at 10:03 a.m. 

For more about the Port St. Lucie Remem-
brance Ceremony, visit the city’s web site at 
www.cityofpsl.com.

PSL
from page 4

On to new jobs

After helping build the 
Mackinaw, Mr. Suffel trav-
eled across the U.S. to dif-
ferent welding jobs. Upon 
completion, he would then 
travel to the next job. 
One job he was slated for 

was in  New York State to 
build a “sphere.” Spheres 
were used to contain a 
nuclear reactor from a 
submarine. Additionally, 
he went on to build many 
large 20,000-gallon tanks 
among other assignments.
Upon his retirement, he 

moved back to Ohio for a 
while, and then moved to 
the Port St. Lucie, Florida 
area, where he loves the 
warm weather — “No more 
of that cold weather for 
me!” he said.

Honor and privilege

During this writer’s tour 
of the Ice Breaker Macki-
naw Maritime Museum in 
October 2015, I observed 
a lot of welding of the hull 
and superstructure. And 
now, to have met one of 
the original welders of the 
“Mighty Mac,” it has been 
both an honor and privi-

lege for me.
I can’t fathom the number 

of man hours in building 
the Mackinaw, from the 
laying of the keel to her 
commissioning. I won’t 
even guess at the number.
It has been a pleasure to 

meet Mr. Forrest Suffel, 
who is still going strong. 
He wears his Mackinaw 
hat very proudly. He has 
the U.S. flag (that was 
flown on the stern of the 
Mackinaw) put in a very 
special place at home, he 
said.
You mention “Mackinaw” 

to Forrest, and he has a 
huge smile and you can 
see the excitement in his 
eyes. For this writer, what 
a small world it is. In clos-
ing, again, it is an honor to 
meet Mr. Suffel and bring 
some additional happiness 
and remembrance of years 
past!
(Written with the permis-

sion of Mr. Forrest Suf-
fel, from his memory and 
recall of events.)

(Roy Brewer, an Air Force 
veteran of the Vietnam 
War, is president of the 
United Veterans of St. Lucie 
County, Inc.)

Have you

Relocated
Moved??

Th en you probably want your
Veteran Voice subscription to follow. 

Please call or email us with your new address.

Be sure to include the following information:
• Your Full Name
• Old Address
• New Address
• Phone Number

Contact us today with your new information 
or any questions that you may have.
(772) 247-0123  or 
change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

WELDER
from page 6
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