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Give ‘em the gun!
U.S. Air Force celebrates
70 years of protecting
Americans

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com
Once upon a time, the Army handled
the air wars. In World War I, it consisted of a band of brave flyers who flew
reconnaissance, took photographs, and
eventually dropped bombs and engaged
in dogfights with the enemy.
These men flew without much safety.
They only had their wits about them,
and they lost their lives in great numbers. They were beyond brave — some
called them stupid and foolhardy. But
they killed the enemy, beyond doubt.
Fast forward to World War II, when
aircraft design meant greater effect
against the enemy, both one on one and

as bombers, and the
case for a separate
force was born.
The Department of Defense recognized that the flyers
should be their own force.
The official date of the founding of
the US Air Force is 18 September
1947.
According to Wikipedia:
“Prior to 1947, the responsibility for
military aviation was divided between
the Army (for land-based operations)
and the Navy, for sea-based operations from aircraft carrier and amphibious aircraft.
“The Army created the first antecedent of the Air Force in 1907, which
through a succession of changes of
organization, titles, and missions

A Lockheed Martin F-22A Raptor fighter
streaks by at the 2008 Joint Services
Open House (JSOH) airshow at Andrews
AFB, Maryland. The F-22 remains a key
component of the U.S. Air Force’s vast
fleet as it celebrates its 70th birthday Sept.
18. - Source: Wikimedia Commons

advanced toward eventual separation
40 years later.”
In other words, the Army recognized that air units occupied their
own unique and important places in
wartime.

See AIR FORCE page 5
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Portraits of Patriots is a veteran portraits series
by photographer Phil Galdys and published weekly
in Veteran Voice newspaper. The portrait series
features veterans throughout the Treasure Coast and
Space Coast. If you, a family member or a friend has
served our great country with military service and
would like to be to be considered, please complete
the registration form on our website. All veterans
are eligible and there is no cost to you. As long as
you served and have a DD-214 form you qualify.
You can be Retired, Reserve, Guard or Active duty
personnel - you’re eligible. Veterans will be provided
with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.

?
Relocated?

Have you

------------------------------------

Veterans can register now for
a FREE Portrait

Moved

Then you probably want your
Veteran Voice subscription to follow.

Please call or email us with your new address.
Be sure to include the following information:
• Your Full Name
• Old Address
• New Address
• Phone Number
Contact us today with your new information
or any questions that you may have.

(772) 247-0123

or

change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com
SUBSCRIPTION
- INDIVIDUAL, GIFT,
SPONSOR FORM
www.P
or traitsOfPatriots.com
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Florida Veterans Foundation anticipates
‘truckload’ of requests after Irma
State-created veterans assistance
program struggles for funding
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

At press time, Hurricane Irma
is a frightening storm off the
coast of Hispaniola barreling
at Florida with thermonuclear
force. Hurricane Jose is
farther east in the ocean,
expected to make a northward
turn long before getting to
the United States. But, that
storm has plenty of time to
change its mind, find fueling
warm water, and head to the
Sunshine State, too.
Dennis Baker is the executive
director of the Florida
Veterans Foundation. On
a normal day, he’s looking
at numerous requests for
financial assistance from the
state’s veterans. He expected
Irma to give Florida a grating,
and for the foundation to get a
deluge of assistance requests
after the storm.
“There’s going to be a
truckload of those,” he said.
“That’ll wipe out the grant.”
For the last couple of years
the foundation has done its
work largely depending on
a $1.2 million grant that’s
running out. Baker has
written to Florida legislators
asking for the state to give
it a $500,000 appropriation
during the next legislative
session. But, that annual 60day legislative session is not
until March to May.
“We will be out of business,
budget-wise, at the end of
March,” Baker said. “We’ll
actually be out of business by
the end of March, and that’s
only paying two people.”
Any, if any, dollars the
legislature appropriates to the
foundation won’t appear until
the state’s 2018-2019 fiscal
year, next July. Basically at
the start of the next hurricane
season.

What is the Florida Veterans Foundation?
The Florida Legislature
created the foundation during
the 2008 legislative session.
It’s a not-for-profit created to
assist the Florida Department
of Veterans Affairs.
Before creation of the
foundation, the state’s
veterans department got calls
from veterans needing help.
It couldn’t offer much more
than sympathy. The Florida
Department of Veterans
Affairs, FDVA, operates the
state’s six veteran nursing
homes, along with an adult
living facility. It also has
workers to help with filing
claims and making appeals
to the federal veterans
department, the Department
of Veterans Affairs.
What the state veterans
department couldn’t and
doesn’t do was help veterans
facing eviction pay rent. When
the legislature created the
foundation, it did so with faith
in Floridians to help and has
never appropriated any money
to it.
In 2016, the foundation
received about $20,000 in
private donations.
The foundation is up against
not-for-profits with marketing
budgets and slick advertising
campaigns complete with
exciting images and videos
portraying, say, veterans
with catastrophic disabilities
skiing.
Convincing people to donate
to a state-created foundation
with the drabber results of
paying for the state’s annual
“Florida Veterans’ Benefits
Guide,” and helping veterans
behind on rent is difficult in
comparison.
Making matters worse,
Baker said, is oftentimes
private charities’ first step in

helping veterans is referring
them to the Florida Veterans
Foundation.

What the foundation does
“We gave $363,000 to 570
veterans and families last
year,” Baker said.
For example, in the Veteran
Voice coverage area, the
foundation gave veterans in
St. Lucie County $16,599 for
rent and utilities assistance.
The foundation gave Volusia
veterans $3,800. Seminole
veterans received $2,350 in
rent and utilities help from the
foundation. Martin $2,305.
The foundation didn’t need
to assist any veterans with
verifiable requests in Indian
River County last year.
Very often, the foundation
helps veterans with influence
rather than dollars. Baker
recently helped a veteran with
combat-related disabilities get
into an apartment. He spoke
with the perspective landlord
and convinced him to accept

monthly payments for the
security deposit.
“For every 10 applications we
get, we approve two at most,”
Baker said.
Of the remaining eight, some
are obvious scammers, Baker
said. Some are in chronic
poverty and need programs
that help them break the
cycle, such as addictions
treatment in some cases, so
the foundation refers them to
that help. Some, such as the
woman, are better served by
Baker using the foundation’s
name and reputation to help
sway others to work with the
veterans.
Additionally, the foundation
gave numerous grants to
stand down organizers.
“We give them $2,500 a day
for stand-downs,” Baker said.
That, however, is a program
that’ll likely end. Baker said
there’s insufficient evidence
the stand downs as done are
as effective as other methods

See FOUNDATION page 4
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Letter to the

FOUNDATION
from page 3

EDITOR

for locating veterans in need
and getting them help.

1 TC Gold Star fundraiser
'huge success'
st

To the Editor:
Please extend the gratitude of the American Gold Star Mothers,
Inc., Treasure Coast Chapter, to everyone involved who promoted
our very first fundraiser in Veteran Voice, either with a large advertisement or on your “Calendar Events.”
Last night’s event (Aug. 22) was
a huge success! We were able
to raise $3,000 to help us serve
our veterans, our active duty
military, and their families.
We were able to present a
check to Carol Waldrop for the
sponsorship of one guardian to
Southeast Florida Honor Flight.
We were also able to present
a check to two area Wreaths
Across America sites, Rolling
Oaks Cemetery in Port St. Lucie
and Forest Hills Memorial Park
in Palm City.
The mission of The American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is centered
in service. Because of the community support from this fundraiser, we are more equipped to continue on in fulfilling that mission.
Again, please accept our sincere gratitude!
Kind Regards,
Karen Zook
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc.,
Treasure Coast Chapter, President

Veteran Voice
Veteran Voice is a newspaper for veterans, active military, their families and their friends.
Veteran Voice is published weekly by Veteran Voice, LLC.
900 SE Ocean Blvd, STE D232, Stuart, FL 34994
(772) 247-0123 Office
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
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Baker recently penned
a letter to the state’s 67
counties.
“I went out to all counties and
asked for $10,000 donations
and got $0,” he said.
Veteran Voice was unable
to reach county officials for
responses at press time, due
to hurricane preparations. In
fairness, all Florida counties
fund veterans service offices,
or contract with well-known
veterans service originations to
help veterans file claims and
appeals with the Department
of Veteran Affairs. The countyemployed service officers also
often help veterans connect
with social-services programs
and organizations. Some have
locally-donated funds to help
veterans with things such as
rent assistance.
Baker concedes counties
help their veterans, but noted
that many of the foundation’s
assistance requests come
through the county veterans

See FOUNDATION page 5

Veteran Voice would like to thank

The Voice of Experience

LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING (Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River & Brevard)
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Legal notices may be emailed to: legal@flalegals.com
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What the foundation is
trying

service offices.
Another innovative
fundraising approach the
foundation is trying is lottery
tickets. Baker is in talks with
Jim Poppell, the Secretary
of the Florida Lottery, about
issuing a scratch-off series
that would benefit the Florida
Veterans Foundation. Baker
is proposing that the Florida
Lottery use the foundation’s
logo and give it a small
percentage of every ticket sold.
“Which could be a truckload
(of money),” Baker said.
The foundation hopes to
get the veterans-themed
scratch-off series done around
Veterans Day.
For the future, Baker is
talking with the Constitution
Revision Commission about
giving voters the option in
2018 to approve allowing the
foundation to benefit from
lottery sales. Voters approved
creation of the lottery in 1988
on the premise that it’d benefit
education. Baker said six
states have crafted changes
allowing some lottery dollars
to go to veterans, too.
The foundation isn’t
counting on just innovative
fundraising approaches. Baker
is also reaching out to more
conventional donors.

Phil Galdys
Publisher
Mary Kemper
Staff Writer/
Marketing Consultant
Patrick McCallister
Contributing Writer
Ted Elkins
Subscriptions
Frankie Agosto
Legal Advertising
Tori Spoth
Legal Advertising
Colleen Penlon
Bookkeeper

Charles LoMonaco
of Port St. Lucie

for his support to sponsor a veteran with
a year-long, weekly subscription
to Veteran Voice newspaper.
If you are interested in sponsoring veterans in
your community with a weekly subscription,

Wayne Newland
Distribution

complete the form on page 2 and we will match

Sharon Elkins
Owner

a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.

VETERAN VOICE • SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 • 5

www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

FOUNDATION
from page 4

“We got a $6,000 donation
this year from the Military
Order of the Purple Heart,” he
said. “We also went down to
the HR Florida (State Council)
conference last week.”
Where he asked for and will
get a donation.
“It’ll probably come out to
about $12,000,” Baker said.
But, even with those

donations, the foundation is
struggling. Baker said four
state legislators have told him
they’ll support the $500,000
appropriation. They include
representatives Sam Killebrew,
Jim Boyd, Matt Willhite and
Paul Renner whose district
includes Volusia. Renner is
chair of the Florida House’s
Ways & Means Committee.
To learn more about the
foundation, visit www.
floridaveteransfoundation.org.

MOTORCYCLISTS
WANTED
Saturday • Sept 23, 2017 • 3:45 AM
Southeast Florida Honor Flight would like to
welcome all motorcyclists to escort a bus load
of WWII and Korean Veterans to their day of
Honor.
We will leave from the Martin County
Administration Bldg., 2401 Monterey Blvd. and
East Ocean Blvd. Stuart.
The time is 3:45AM, yes in the AM, for a
briefing and then proceed to Palm Beach
Airport.
We will have a police escort for the whole
route. There will be free parking for all
motorcycles. Upon arrival we invite all riders to
go upstairs in the terminal and see our Veterans
off.
For more information, please contact
Jim Kamen @ 561-743-7069

AIR FORCE
from page 1

Flying high
Even in the middle of World
War I, it was clear that the
air war should be handled by
its own force.
In accordance with President Franklin Roosevelt’s
order — the Army Air Corps’
forces became the U.S. Army
Air Forces Command, and
then the U.S. Air Force. And
the rest is history.
Here are some key dates in
the history of the Air Force,
courtesy of military.com:
1949: The flight of the
“Lucky Lady II” demonstrated the Air Force’s capability to fly, non-stop around
the world, showing it could
take off from the U.S. and
drop bombs anywhere in the
world.
1950-1953: USAF engaged
in the first completely jet
aerial combat during the Korean War. The F-86 Saberjet scored impressive aerial
victories against the enemy
MiG-15.
1954: The first B-52 Stratofortress came into the
USAF inventory and has
served in every conflict since
its appearance.
1960s: The development

and deployment of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles
(ICBMs) as a major component of the aerial defense capability of the United States.
1964-1973: War in Vietnam
1970s: The development
of laser-guided bombs and
TV-guided air to ground
missiles. Air mobility took a
major step forward with the
introduction of the C-5 Galaxy in the Air Force Inventory. Other aircraft systems
introduced in this decade
were the F-15, A-10, AWACS,
and F-16.
1980s: Stealth Technology was revealed advent of
the F-117; strategic bomber
capability was increased with
the deployment of the B-1.
1990s: USAF played a
major role in the swift defeat
of the Iraqi military forces in
the first Persian Gulf War.
The Air Force underwent a
major reorganization with
the formation of Air Combat
Command, Air Mobility Command, and Air Force Materiel Command. The USAF
supported the war in the
Balkans, and the U.S. intervention in Operation Uphold
Democracy in Haiti.
2000 — Present: The Expeditionary Air Force concept
was a major transition in
how the Air Force employed
forces. Today, the Air Force
plays a crucial role in the
Global War on Terrorism.

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as
of SEPTEMBER 7:

GEORGE A. MINDER, ARMY AIR CORPS, WWII
MARY KATHERINE FRANKEBERGER, ARMY WAVES, WWII
JON M. MANGEOT, AIR FORCE, VIETNAM
DUDLEY BROOKS GROTON, NAVY
CHARLES RAYMOND ZEMINA, ARMY
CORNELIUS “JOE” BOZEMAN BOHANNON, NAVY
HARVEY CHARLES TSCHUPP, NAVY, WWII
JOSEPH J. TOTH, ARMY
RONALD A. STEIN, MARINE CORPS/COAST GUARD
Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.
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IRSC hosts Veterans' Book Club
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Indian River State College is throwing
open its doors to veterans wanting to
talk.
“We received a grant through the Florida
Humanities Council to start a series
with the book ‘Standing Down: Warrior
to Civilian,’” Brett Williams, reference
librarian, said. “The book was created to
help veterans transition to civilian life.”
The Veteran Book Club, as it’s called,
will be a weekly discussion that’ll start on
Tuesday, Sept. 26, and continue through
October. It’ll be on Tuesdays starting at
10 a.m. The discussion group will meet at
the Pruitt campus’ Schreiber Conference
Center, room D111. The campus is at
500 N.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

Covering the gamut
The book is a compilation of fiction and
non-fiction ranging from ancient Greece
to modern military operations against
terrorism. The Great Books Foundation
published the book four years ago.
Marine Corps and Operation Iraqi
Freedom veteran Benjamin Busch wrote
the foreword.
“The book was created to help veterans
transition to civilian (life),” Williams said.
Readers gave the book 4.6 out of five
possible stars at Amazon.
“I wish every non-serving American
would read this book in order to begin
the understanding of what we’ve put
our service members through,” reviewer
Michael J. Cain wrote at Amazon.
Williams said most if not all of the
book is written by military and combat
veterans, but doesn’t dwell on their
military experiences.
“It includes sections written by veterans

detailing their transition,” Williams said.
The grant from the council is for $1,000.
To get the grant, the college agreed to
match that with $1,000 in monetary and
in-kind contributions. Participants need
to give the college a somewhat surprising
bit of data when they register.
“T-shirt size, because every participant
will get a T-shirt and copy of the book,”
Williams said.
The librarian got a list of contacts from
the school’s veterans-assistance office.
“I did receive a list of email addresses
of veteran students and it was 317,” he
said.
Williams emailed those students about
the book discussion series. He said a
handful have expressed interest. Williams
is hoping older veterans from the
community join them.

“I’m really hoping so,” he said. “It
would be helpful for the veterans who
transitioned recently.”
Williams added that many older veterans
are in service organizations that hope to
attract and assist younger ones.
“For the older veterans, it might give
them some knowledge about how the
military has changed since they were in,”
he suggested.
The librarian said while veterans are
welcome to attend one or a couple
discussions, the preference is for them to
attend all six.
To register, visit www.irsc.libsurveys.
com/standingdown. Williams is at (772)
336-6383. His email is bwilliams@irsc.
edu.

Did you enjoy
reading this newspaper?
Subscribe to Veteran Voice Today.
Complete the Sign Up Form on page 10.
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Sponsor a
Veteran...
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and we will thank
you and recognize
your generosity in
an upcoming issue
of Veteran Voice

Veteran Voice

Sponsor a Veteran’s Subscription
TODAY!
Sponsoring a subscription to Veteran
Voice is a wonderful way to honor those
who served.
Simply decide how many veterans you
would like to sponsor and select the
quantity on the form. We will match your
sponsored subscriptions with a local
military veteran in your community.
We will mail your veterans 52 editions of
Veteran Voice. One every week for the
next year.

The Voice of Experience

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans, active military, their families and their friends.

SPONSOR SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I would like to sponsor a one Year Subscription (52 Weeks) for
the following number of veterans in my community.

□ 1 Veteran Subscription @ $10
□ 2 Veteran Subscriptions @ $20
□ 5 Veteran Subscriptions @ $50

□ 10 Veteran Subscriptions @ $100
□ 25 Veteran Subscriptions @ $250
□ _____ Veteran Subscriptions x $10/ea.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□

Enclosed check payable to: VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card

#____________________________________________
CIRCLE YOUR CARD TYPE

Expiration # _________ CVC ________
BILL TO NAME: ____________________________________________

MAIL PAYMENT TO:

BILLING ADDRESS: __________________________________________

Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487
Stuart, FL 34995-1487

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ____________________________________________

If you choose to call in your payment, please reach us at (772) 247-0123

PHONE NUMBER: __________________________________________
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BREVARD COUNTY
Second Saturday of each Month
Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Musum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators
to stop by the museum by plane. The
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee. The
breakfast is also open to the public as
Museum visitors can also attend. Breakfast for visitors is free with paid admission
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is
Sept. 9.
Please RSVP by phone or email. The
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway,
Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday
Second drink free, VFW Post 8191,
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd.,
Melbourne, for those who wear a VFW
8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced
bar specials.

Third Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191,
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. For more information, call (321)
254-9885.

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

First Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster,
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For
more information, contact us at (888) 7502522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville.
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at
own expense) and camaraderie. For more
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.

CALENDAR
Ongoing
Jobs available in Brevard County,
via
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local
locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
First Wednesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Veterans Council
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Indian River Detachment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt.
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

ST. LUCIE COUNTY
Sept. 11-15
Reunion, Brown Water (Navy) “River
Rats,” Hutchinson Island Marriott Resort.
These sailors were responsible for landing
and extracting SEAL teams before the
SEALs got their own boats. For more information, email Jim Meehan at bigslimjim@
gmail.com.

Every Friday
Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help
benefit area veterans and have fun at the
same time. For more information, email
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 Detachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m.,
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd.,
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call
(772) 342-2653.

Monthly meeting, American Military
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month
Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113,
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St.
Lucie.
For more information, call (772) 342-2653.

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Third Thursday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048,
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday
Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282,
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

MARTIN COUNTY
Saturday, Sept. 16
4th Annual AMVETS Riders Charity Golf tournament, Ocean Club Golf
Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott
Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard,
Stuart.
Proceeds from past tournaments were
used to support (1) Wreaths Across
America in Martin County, St. Lucie, and
Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast
Honor Flight guardians; and (3) Operation
300-the Aaron Vaughn Project, as well as
fulfilling emergency needs of veterans
in the local community. Registration for
foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as tee/
green sponsorships are still available.
Please make checks or money orders
payable to: AMVETS RIDERS CHAPTER FL92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port
St. Lucie, FL 34983.
For more information, email rdadio@
yahoo.com.

Second Sunday of the Month
AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting,
noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen
Beach. Also,
lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast
by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fridays and Saturdays. For more information,
call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday
Music by Saxman and Posse Band,
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to
be announced. For more information, call
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday
Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach. For more information, call (772)
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month
Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s
Point Town Hall.

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093, 351
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary:
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight;
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;
Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386)
668-8640.
Acupuncture for veterans, available on
both east and west sides of county:
On the East Side: Veterans Acupuncture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204,
Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the
West Side: Volusia Military Acupuncture
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North
Garfield Avenue,
Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY
First Saturday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday
Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m.,
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more information, call (727) 391-6324.
Please submit event information to
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least
two weeks in advance, so that we may
ensure your events receive timely publication.
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STAND UP, HOOK UP
Army’s 1st 4th-generation paratrooper
makes history, thrills family

Army photo by Markeith Horace
ROTC Cadet Meghan Copenhaver, a trainee at the U.S. Army Airborne School
assigned to Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 507th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
returns from her first jump at Fryar Drop Zone at Fort Benning, Ga., Aug. 14.
Copenhaver is the first fourth-generation Army paratrooper.

Megan Garcia

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Service members wearing olive-green helmets marked with
black numbers and letters lined
up on steps at Fort Benning, Ga.,
at the Airborne School as they
waited their turn to practice their
parachute landing falls.
Of the 30 females who started
this journey in Alpha Company,
1st Battalion, 507th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, Cadet Meghan
Copenhaver is one of the 12 to
make it to graduation. Nonetheless, it’s not the number 30 or the
number 12 that sets this particular female apart from her peers;
it’s the number four. Copenhaver
is the Army’s first fourth-generation paratrooper.
Copenhaver’s parents and her

maternal grandfather and maternal great-grandfather all graduated from the Airborne School. Her
great-grandfather, John Anderson Hughes, jumped into SainteMère-Église, France, just east of
Normandy Beach on D-Day. He
was a master parachutist who
served in World War II, the Korean War and Vietnam and retired
from the Army as a colonel. Her
grandfather, William Hughes,
also a retired Army colonel, was
the featured speaker at the graduation ceremony, Aug. 18.

Making the Decision
“It’s kind of scary, but it’s also
amazing,” Copenhaver said, who’s
approaching her junior year as
an ROTC cadet at Christopher
Newport University in Newport

News, Virginia. “I came to Airborne School because I wanted to
get my wings, distinguish myself
as a cadet, and prepare myself
for a good career. Now, I’m able
to follow in their footsteps in my
own way and make my own path,
and do what my family did before
me.”
She enrolled in college in 2015
as an ROTC cadet and immediately set her sights on achieving
challenging goals.
“When I got my ROTC scholarship, I knew I wanted to do everything to distinguish myself as
a cadet, so when the opportunity
arose freshman year, I put my
name in for airborne and another
ROTC program called CULP [Cultural Understanding and Language Proficiency] where you can
travel. I got CULP instead, so I
went to Africa instead of airborne
last summer,” Copenhaver said.
She was persistent and determined to go to Airborne School.
“The opportunity arose this year,
and I asked my cadre if I would
be eligible, and they said yes
based on my high physical fitness
scores, [grade point average] and
persistence in the program of being a good cadet, so I got the slot,
which was very exciting for me,”
she said.

Lessons from Family
Copenhaver said she began an
intense workout regimen before
she left for the school, taking
advice from her friends who had
attended Airborne School, as well
as her father.
“My dad shared a workout
program with me that I followed,
which was a lot of cardio-based
and upper body,” she said. “I
went to the gym every day and
ran four times a week up to 6
miles a day.”
Copenhaver’s mother, Carolyn
Hughes, helped her daughter prepare as well.
“First and foremost, anybody
that she would talk to would tell
her to keep her feet and knees
together [when landing after a
jump], so that came up in about
every conversation that we had to
kind of engrain it in her brain,”
Hughes said.
She relayed to her daughter

her own experiences in Airborne
School in order to help her get
prepared.
“We focused a lot on the physiological aspects of the course, and
the things she might be exposed
to, and how she could mitigate
some of that away,” Hughes
said. “As a woman, biologically
and physiologically we’re built
a little differently than men, …
so her being of sound mind and
body was going to be critical and
essential for her to be able to get
through the course.”

‘Get Yourself Together’
During swing landing training,
where trainees practice their
landing techniques, Copenhaver
hit her head a couple of times
after jumping from the platform,
but she didn’t let that discourage
her.
“I was like, ‘You know what? Get
yourself together. You need to
qualify, so you can jump,’’’ she
said, describing the pep talk she
had with herself that day.
Outside of making her family proud, Copenhaver said she
doesn’t believe in quitting or
giving up no matter how hard
something may seem.
“I don’t let myself get to the
mentality of, ‘I can’t do it.’ There’s
never, ‘I can’t,’” she said. “It’s
whether or not I’m going to have
to push really hard. On certain
days when we’re running everywhere in boots and full uniform
with our kits and everything, it
sucks, and sometimes I don’t
know how far we’re going to run,
but I just tell myself to get my
breathing under control, and just
push because no one else is going
to fall out.
“There’s never been a time in my
life where I have let myself quit.”
Although Copenhaver graduating from Airborne School means
a lot to her family, Hughes said it
more than just her adding to the
family lineage.
“There’s not a day that goes by
that I don’t thank the Lord that
I have such a phenomenal child
who is willing and capable to
carry not only the family torch
and legacy for family service, but
is just a dynamic and very strong,
young woman,” Hughes said.
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SINGING SOLDIER
Army major, once a bureaucrat, inspires
thousands with heartfelt vocals
Guard and active [component]
soldiers who were killed in
Iraq,” he said. “It was a moment that I felt I was really
bringing something to the
table, trying to let them know
how appreciative we all were
for their service.”

Erich B. Smith

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Army Maj. Edgar I. Quinones-Marin, a program
analyst at the National Guard
Bureau, never expected to be
the go-to soldier to sing patriotic songs at events and ceremonies in the national capital
region. But a promotion ceremony more than 10 years ago
started him on that path.
The event’s honoree expressed dissatisfaction that
the national anthem at the
ceremony would be a recorded
version. What he really wanted was a live performer, said
Quinones-Marin, who had a
simple suggestion: “I’ve sung
before in school and church,”
he said he told the man. “I can
hook you up with that.”
With little preparation, he
belted out the national anthem, and word got around
that his talent extended past
his military role.
Now, Quinones-Marin said,
he averages three engagements per month at locations
such as the Pentagon, Arlington National Cemetery, the
National Archives and others.
“The biggest compliment I
can get is when people tell me
they get goosebumps when I
sing, because they know what
the song means, and they are
feeling what I’m feeling when I
sing it,” he said.

Spirited Approach
Though he admires a variety of renditions of “The
Star-Spangled Banner,” Quinones-Marin said, a soldier
must approach the time-honored national anthem in a
spirited, yet conservative way.
“When I sing it, it’s simple
and to the point,” he said. “It’s
about the story of a battle,
and as soldiers we can pretty
much identify ourselves with
what’s going on.”
Army Sgt. 1st Class Sylvia
Bastian, who coordinates
protocol duties for the director
of the Army National Guard,
said Quinones-Marin is a huge
draw for local promotion and
retirement ceremonies in the
national capital region. “He
has that presence, that exuberance when he sings,” she
said, adding that the Army
values of loyalty, duty, respect
and honor reflect in his performances.
Courtesy photo
Army Maj. Edgar Quinones-Marin sings the national anthem during pregame
festivities at Potomac Nationals Stadium in Woodbridge, Virginia, July 10.

Maintaining Focus
Quinones-Marin credits his
ability to focus when singing
to military discipline, as well
as to a love for the performing arts he discovered as a
10-year-old in his native Puerto Rico.
“I sang in a church group
with some friends, but eventually the musical director
realized I stood out,” he said.
A solo hobby was born, and
churches would turn into larg-

er settings, such as the time
he sang “God Bless America”
as part of a halftime show at a
Washington Redskins game in
September 2015.
Though the venue was larger
than anything he had done on
a military installation, Quinones-Marin said, he relies on
two methods when preparing
for a performance: warming up
the throat muscles and focusing on a small fraction of the

crowd. “You can only see 20 to
25 people when you are wearing an Army service uniform
cap,” he explained.
Although singing in a football stadium was a memorable occasion for him, Quinones-Marin said, a chapel
was the location of his most
important performance.
“A chaplain asked me to sing
“Amazing Grace” at Fort Myer’s Memorial Chapel for Army

Goodwill Ambassador
Quinones-Marin said his
calendar is full, with his most
recent high-profile performance being at a minor league
baseball game in Woodbridge,
Virginia. But one more venue,
still eludes him, he added:
Nationals Park, home of Major
League Baseball’s Washington
Nationals.
“I was told by my fellow soldiers that you have to go to
the minor league first. If they
think you’re good, then they’ll
bring you up to the majors,”
he joked.

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.
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