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Florida National
Guard battles
terrorism —
prepares for
Harvey relief
SEE STORY ON PAGE 4

Gen. Ralph Ribas is the Florida National Guard’s director
of joint staff. He talked with Veteran Voice about the
Guard’s role in the Global War on Terrorism as the nation
enters the 16th year of it. - Photo provided
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Portraits of Patriots is a veteran portraits series
by photographer Phil Galdys and published weekly
in Veteran Voice newspaper. The portrait series
features veterans throughout the Treasure Coast and
Space Coast. If you, a family member or a friend has
served our great country with military service and
would like to be to be considered, please complete
the registration form on our website. All veterans
are eligible and there is no cost to you. As long as
you served and have a DD-214 form you qualify.
You can be Retired, Reserve, Guard or Active duty
personnel - you’re eligible. Veterans will be provided
with a high resolution digital file of their portrait.
------------------------------------

Veterans can register now for
a FREE Portrait

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.
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Unite with community for 9/11 tribute
Hard-to-miss display of patriotism on Murphy Road in Palm City to stand in honor and tribute

Patriot Day

FOREST HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH

On Saturday, Sept. 9, at 8:30 a.m.
sharp, Palm City-area residents
will come together to begin setting
in place 3,000 American flags at
Forest Hills Funeral Home located
at 2001 SW Murphy Road in Palm
City. The 3,000 American flags represent the first responders, civilians
and military heroes of September
11, 2001.
This hard-to-miss display of patriotism is being set in place for
the upcoming Never Forget Tribute
taking place on Monday, Sept. 11,
at Forest Hills Funeral Home-Palm
City Chapel.
The Never Forget Tribute is a
special commemoration to honor
the memory of the thousands lost
on Sept. 11, 2001. The Tribute will
take place at 6 p.m. at Forest Hills
Funeral Home.

Special art exhibit
The Never Forget Tribute is a free
and family-friendly community
event open to the entire public. In
addition to the flag display representing the first responders, civilians and military heroes of Sept.
11, 2001, an Art Exhibition by local
youth will also be in place for community to appreciate. The artworks
for the Exhibition are being designed and created locally by area
middle and high school youth.
Opening ceremonies of the Never Forget Tribute include words
of inspiration from pillars in our
community. Following the opening
ceremonies, the Never Forget Youth
Art Exhibition & Contest honoring

the first responders, civilians and
military heroes of Sept. 11, 2001
will get under way. Never Forget
Tribute guests are encouraged to
vote for their favorite artwork.
As a gesture to show support and
respect and to thank our local First
Responders for all they do for us
every day, a banner will be available for community to write notes
of thanks and appreciation to local
first responders.
In appreciation for attending the
Never Forget Tribute each guest will
receive a special September 11 Memorial Lapel Pin.
The Never Forget Tribute includes
an Appetizer Reception for all
guests.

‘Honor and respect’
Forest Hills Funeral Home Director
and Manager Susan Niemi said, “As
people all over the world remember,
we will unite with our local community to pay tribute, honor and
respect. We will never forget.
“Forest Hills Community Outreach
is committed to honoring the first
responders, civilians and military
heroes of September 11, 2001.”
The Never Forget Tribute and
Youth Art Exhibition & Contest is
part of many activities and events
conducted throughout the year by
Forest Hills Community Outreach,
a program of Forest Hills Funeral
Home-Palm City Chapel.
For information on free community
events intended to enhance the overall well-being of the Martin County
community, contact Community Outreach Coordinator Karina Danessi at
(772) 287-8484.

In the days following the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, many wanted the day memorialized into perpetuity with a national day of mourning.
The Bush administration and many
congresspersons hesitated. The nation was at the start of a whole new
war, a new war of a whole new type.
The calendar was going to be populated with numerous dates in coming
years.
Rep. Vito Fossella, a New York Republican, hit on an idea — Patriot
Day. Fossella and 22 co-sponsors
from the Democratic and Republican
parties, offered a resolution directing
the sitting president to sign an annual proclamation designating Sept.
11 as Patriot Day to be observed by
states, local governments and people “with appropriate programs and
activities.”
Additionally, the resolution directed
the president to have all departments
fly flags at half-staff and urge people to observe a moment of silence
“in honor of the individuals who lost
their lives as a result of the terrorist
attacks against the United States that
occurred on September 11, 2001.”
The resolution passed by 407 votes
in the House of Representatives in
November, 2001. There were no negative votes. Not all House members
were in Washington, D.C., to vote.
The resolution passed the Senate
unanimously. President Ge0orge W.
Bush signed the bill.
Since 2009 the Congress has directed sitting presidents to issue proclamations urging recognition of Patriot
Day and National Day of Service and
Remembrance. The aim being to
remind Americans that on Sept. 11,
2001, divisions were few, unity was
bountiful, and the people of the United States reached out to one another
with helpfulness.
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Florida National Guard battles
terrorism - prepares for Harvey relief
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

As General Ralph Ribas and I
spoke, hard rain was falling on
eastern Texas and other Gulf
states. No one knew what the
damage was going to be — damage that’ll be much clearer at
publication time. I asked the
Florida National Guard’s director of joint staff about deployments since Sept. 11, 2001 —
the reason for our interview.
“Since 9/11, and the Global
War on Terrorism, the Florida
National Guard has deployed
all over the world,” Ribas said.
“We’ve deployed a total of
20,321 soldiers and airmen all
over the world.”
He answered my Global War on
Terrorism questions in a serious
tone. I joshed him a bit with
a question about the Guard’s
secret plans for a zombie apocalypse. He joked back about it
with a softened voice and made
me promise not to quote him on
any of that exchange.

Ready for Harvey response
I finally asked my favorite

GENERAL RALPH RIBAS
question — the one I end all interviews with. “Is there anything
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that’s important to mention to
the readers I haven’t asked you

about?”
Ribas’ tone returned to serious.
He said the Florida National
Guard was preparing to respond
to Hurricane Harvey.
“We’re already thinking along
those lines and we’re prepositioning aviation assets,” he said.
At press time, the nation is
watching Harvey unfolding over
the course of days. For most,
there are tragic photos of flooded areas. For the Florida Guard,
they’re pictures of where it
might be next.
The nation is also preparing to
remember those lost on Sept.
11, 2001, in the al Qaeda attacks that launched the nation
into its longest continuous war:
Afghanistan. That war started
as Operation Enduring Freedom
– Afghanistan on Oct. 7, 2001.
American and allied forces
started an air campaign that
day aimed at rooting out terrorists the Taliban government
harbored. American forces are
there today serving in support
of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel.
Some are Florida Guardsmen
and Guardswomen.
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Publisher
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a local veteran with your sponsored subscription.
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“We’re going to have a series of
units deploying through the rest
of this year and into next year,”
Ribas said.
He couldn’t be specific about
those deployments.

Varying Guard
deployments
Sometimes Guard members
deploy to fight terrorism without having to step outside the
Sunshine State. For example,
the 44th Civil Support Team
has done radiation detections
at the Daytona Beach International Speedway and other large
venues to help prevent any
sort of nuclear or radioactive
attacks on Florida’s soil. Generally security experts agree that
detonation of a nuclear fusion
or fission bomb is unlikely compared to the risk of a conven-

tional explosive used with some
sort of radioactive components,
a “dirty bomb.”
Ribas said the Florida Guard
has been in at the front of firefights with al Qaeda, Taliban
and other terrorist forces since
2001.
“There have been missions
they weren’t expecting to do,” he
said.
Ribas said often Guard members deployed to do support
jobs, such as securing facilities,
when hot battles came to them.
“The mission evolved into a
more combat mission,” he said.
Ribas added, “We have lost
soldiers during the course of the
last 16 years of conflict.”

Florida Guard deaths
The Florida National Guard
lost 19 who died while serving
in support of operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Overall, the
military lost about 2,350 in
Operation Enduring Freedom
and 4,400 in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
The largest mobilization of the

Florida Guard’s history was in
2009. More than 4,000 Army
guard were deployed that year.
That doesn’t include deployments of the Florida Air National Guard that year.
The Guard now has about 350
soldiers and airmen deployed
in support of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel, Afghanistan,
Operation Inherent Resolve, the
intervention against the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant in
Syria and Iraq, and Operation
Observant Compass in Africa.
That mission is to train African
militaries to counter the Lord’s
Resistance Army, an insurgent
militia made up of mostly heterodox Christians. It’s a designated terrorist organization.
The Guard, run under the
Florida Department of Military
Affairs, has 128 units in 55
communities. In the Veteran
Voice coverage areas, the Guard
has facilities in Daytona Beach,
DeLand and Deltona in Volusia;
Titusville, Cocoa, Melbourne,
Patrick’s Air Force Base and
Palm Bay in Brevard; Sanford,

Lake Mary and Oviedo in Seminole; and Port St. Lucie in St.
Lucie.

‘Guard are neighbors’
I asked Ribas what readers
should know about the Florida
Army and Air National Guard.
“The men and women that
make up the National Guard are
their neighbors,” he responded.
“They’re in their communities
day in and day out. They should
know that when they have been
called upon they did answer the
call and did remarkably well.”
Gov. Rick Scott, a Navy veteran, is the Commander in Chief
of the Army and Air National
Guard. Units can be mobilized
into federal service, at which
point President Donald Trump
is the Commander in Chief.
When Guard members deploy to
other states, they receive orders
through that state’s chain of
command, but the Florida governor remains the Commander
in Chief throughout the missions.

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you for your service

MOTORCYCLISTS
WANTED
Saturday • Sept 23, 2017 • 3:45 AM
Southeast Florida Honor Flight would like to welcome
all motorcyclists to escort a bus load of WWII and Korean Veterans to their day of Honor.

The following veterans from the Veteran Voice readership passed away as
of AUGUST 24:

BERNARD “ BERNIE “ GROSS, NAVY, VIETNAM
ROBERT ALAN CRONENWETT, NAVY
JOSEPH MALCOLM BEVIS, ARMY
HENRY ROLAND THOMPSON, ARMY
PETER STAUFFER BELL, ARMY AIR CORPS, WWII
CORNELIUS BOZEMAN “JOE” BOHANNON III, NAVY, VIETNAM

We will leave from the Martin County Administration
Bldg., 2401 Monterey Blvd. and East Ocean Blvd. Stuart.

HARVEY CHARLES TSCHUPP, NAVY, WWII

The time is 3:45AM, yes in the AM, for a briefing and
then proceed to Palm Beach Airport.

DONALD J. LAWRENCE, MARINE CORPS

We will have a police escort for the whole route. There
will be free parking for all motorcycles. Upon arrival we
invite all riders to go upstairs in the terminal and see
our Veterans off.

BOBBY CLYDE DAMERON, ARMY

IVAN HARBER Sr., NAVY, WWII

DEWEY M. SPENCER, MARINE CORPS, WWII

RAYMOND C. JENSEN, MARINE CORPS
JOSEPH F. SOTTERLY, COAST GUARD

For more information, please contact

FRED JAMES HOLLISTER, NAVY

Jim Kamen @ 561-743-7069

CHARLES PAUL BAUCH, NAVY, WWII/KOREA
Veteran Voice thanks ‘Our Veterans Voice’ radio program for
furnishing the names of the fallen veterans in our readership.
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Just before ‘we were marching to Georgia’
Sherman captures Atlanta, prepares for infamous campaign
This 1868 painting depicts forces of
Union Army Gen. William T. Sherman
wreaking havoc between Atlanta and
Savannah, Ga., in 1864. The famous
march took place after Sherman ordered
the evacuation of Atlanta for tactical
reasons, forcing more than 1,000 people
from their homes.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Mary Kemper
STAFF WRITER

mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

In ways, Union Army Gen. William
Tecumseh Sherman’s Civil War tactics
resembled the infamous Blitzkrieg that
Germany would employ in World War II.
He preferred fast attacks, flanking the
enemy and cutting off his supply lines.
This was how, on Sept. 2, 1864, he captured Atlanta, even though the Confederate forces were dug in.
It was also how Sherman helped secure
the re-election of President Abraham Lincoln, which was in serious trouble up to
that point. The famous March to the Sea
— from Atlanta to Savannah, Ga. — all
but guaranteed the victory for Lincoln.

Keep on moving
Sherman was a restless officer, who
didn’t like to stay encamped in any location, but rather move on to the next
conflict.
From This Day in Military History (thisdayinusmilhist.wordpress.com):
“Even though Sherman had just successfully captured Atlanta with minimal

losses, he was worried about his supply
lines, which stretched all the way to Louisville, Kentucky.
“With Confederate cavalry leader Nathan
Bedford Forrest on the loose, Sherman
expected to have a difficult time maintaining an open line of communication
and reasoned that he could not stay in
Atlanta for long. The number of troops
committed to guarding the railroad and
telegraph lines was almost as many as he
had with him in Atlanta.
“For Sherman, the defeated residents
of Atlanta could only hinder him in his
preparations since they represented
mouths to feed in addition to his own
army. Furthermore, he did not want to
bear responsibility for women and children in the midst of his army. Eviction of
the residents was Sherman’s most logical
solution.
“He wrote, ‘I have deemed it to the interest of the United States that the citizens
now residing in Atlanta should remove,
those who prefer it to go South, and the
rest North.’”

Relentless advance
In the battles leading up to the capture
of Atlanta, Sherman’s soldiers forced
Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnston to

retreat time and time again.
The Confederate leadership was unhappy with this, and just before the Battle of
Peachtree Creek, fired Johnston and put
Gen. John Bell Hood in charge. It wasn’t
Johnston’s fault — Sherman’s forces outnumbered his, and Sherman’s advance
was relentless.
Needless to say, the residents of Atlanta were not pleased to be uprooted. But
Sherman was adamant — and it cleared
the way for him to gather his troops for
the upcoming march.

Helps president get re-elected
And for President Lincoln, the capture
was a godsend. The country was tired of
war, and a series of bad setbacks, with
great loss of life. Gen. Ulysses Grant had
seen success in the siege of Vicksburg,
Miss., but the rest of the war was becoming a quagmire.
Running against Lincoln was his former
commanding general, George McClellan,
who advocated for a truce with the Confederacy.
Thanks to Sherman and the capture
of Atlanta, Lincoln defeated McClellan
handily, and just seven months later, the
war came to an end.
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Photo courtesy of Vietnam Veterans of America 566, Port St. Lucie
Ed Cranford, secretary of the Vietnam Veterans of America 566, Port St. Lucie, reads names of Florida service members missing from the Vietnam War. The chapter hosts
and annual POW/MIA remembrance.

State remembers the missing
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Sept. 15 is POW/MIA Recognition Day in
Florida. Gov. Rick Scott, a Navy veteran,
signed the proclamation on Aug. 24. Joe
Lusardi, coordinator of Port St. Lucie’s
annual POW/MIA remembrance said an
important part of the memorial service is
reading the names of Floridians who remain unaccounted for after the Vietnam
War.
“As long as you say their names, they’ll
never be forgotten,” Lusardi said.
The Vietnam Veterans of America’s Michael F. Bradley, 566, chapter hosts the
service at the city’s Veterans Memorial
Park, 2100 S.E. Veterans Memorial Parkway. It’ll be at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 15.
“We read the names of all the (service
members) from Florida still listed as
POW/MIA,” Lusardi explained.

Florida’s missing
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency reports that 55 Florida service
members who served in the Vietnam
War remain missing in action. At least
two are from the Veteran Voice coverage

area. Henry Lewis Allen was from Daytona Beach. He went missing in March
of 1970. Orie John Debbeld Jr., Cocoa
Beach, went missing a year later.
The Department of Defense’s accounting agency seeks the missing from wars
ranging from the Revolutionary War to
current Global War on Terrorism. A lot
of its resources are aimed at the Korean
and Vietnam Wars, the places where it’s
most likely to find missing service members and give surviving family members
accountings.
Nationally 1,603 remain MIA from the
Vietnam War. There are 7,729 MIA from
the Korean War. The largest group of
missing service members is those who
served and were lost in World War II. The
nation hasn’t accounted for 73,022 of
those who served in that war. Just last
month, the agency announced accountings for several MIAs from World War II.
The agency accounted for a missing
service member from World War I as
recently as 2010. In June that year, the
agency announced that it’d identified
the remains of Sgt. George Humphrey, a
Marine from Utica, N.Y. His remains were
delivered to the family and interred at
Arlington National Cemetery.
The agency used a letter written by another Marine to Humphrey’s family that

included an eyewitness, detailed account
of his battlefield death to help identify
the remains. They were found by French
nationals who were scouring the countryside for Great War relics. The French
contacted the United States military to
report the find, and a forensic team went
to investigate.

Honoring the missing
There are six missing from the current
war on terrorism. Another 126 are listed
as missing from Cold War operations.
In all there are almost 82,500 missing
service members from World War II to the
present. More than 41,000 are presumed
dead after their ships and planes sunk in
the Pacific Ocean.
Lusardi said the Vietnam Veterans of
America invites veterans from every war
since World War II to the event to represent and honor the missing in action
from them.
“We light a candle for each conflict from
World War I on,” he said. “We have a
candle that we light for each one of those
conflicts. We try to remember everybody
who served and didn’t come home.”
About 50 attend the annual event. Seating is available.
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Photo by Senior Airman Jason Couillard
The Thunderbirds Delta Formation performs the delta roll maneuver during the TICO Warbird Air Show March 15, 2015, at Space Coast Regional Airport.

Upcoming Air Show happenings you won't want to miss
FOR VETERAN VOICE

Air Show Volunteer Meeting
The Valiant Air Command Warbird Air Museum is conducting
the Space Coast Warbird Airshow Meeting for the 2018 Air
Show on Sept. 16 at noon.
This will be the first meeting to prepare for the 2018 Space
Coast Airshow, which will take place April 6-8.
We need volunteers! People who are interested in volunteering
for 2018 Airshow should attend this meeting. The point of
contact is Bob Boswell, Air show Director.
The meeting will be held in the Warbird Air Museum Library,
6600 Tico Road, Titusville. The phone number is (321) 2681941.
Veterans Day Weekend Open House
Planes — Trains — Automobiles

Please join us Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 11 and 12, at
the Warbird Air Museum in Titusville for our Veterans Day
Weekend Open House, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Free admission to the museum for all Florida residents and all
military, active and retired. ID required.
The Open House will feature fly-bys, displays, memorabilia,
vendors car clubs, model trains and planes, combat pilots on
hand, and radio-controlled airplanes
There will be vendors in the main hanger and food and drink
available for purchase.
Please bring a non-perishable food donation for the local
community food banks.
The address is:
Warbird Air Museum
6600 Tico Road
Titusville, FL
(321) 268-1941
Email: warbirds@valiantaircommand.com
Website: WWW.valiantaircommand.com
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National Veterans Wheelchair Games seeks volunteers
Torch recently passed to Orlando at Cincinnati
Steve Kirk, front,
and Tim Liezert,
back, accept the
National Veterans
Wheelchair Games
torch for 2018. Kirk is
the president of the
Paralyzed Veterans of
America and Liezert
is the director of the
Orlando Department
of Veteran Affairs
Medical Center. The
Paralyzed Veterans
and VA annually
host the adaptive
sporting event that
attracts about 600
wheelchair-using
athletes. The games
will make its first visit
to Orlando in July.

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

patrick@veteranvoiceweekly.com

The 37th annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games recently
ended in Cincinnati with the
annual passing of the torch at the
closing ceremonies.
Tim Liezert, director of the
Orlando VA Medical Center, and
Steve Kirk, president of the Central Florida Paralyzed Veterans
of America, accepted the flame to
take to the City Beautiful.
Now preparations for the 2018
veterans sporting event are in full
swing.
“Usually we’re looking for 3,000
volunteers, which is a really large
number,” Heather Freebe, public
affairs officer at the Department
of Veteran Affairs, said.
It’s the third time the Sunshine
State will host the wheelchair
games, and the first time Orlando
will. Central Florida couldn’t host
the games before construction
of the Lake Nona Department of
Veteran Affairs Medical Center
facility. Having a VA in-patient
hospital nearby is a requirement
for a city to host the games.
Miami hosted the games in
1991, and Tampa followed in
2013.

Hundreds of athletes
“During the National Veterans
Wheelchair Games we’ll have
about 600 athletes competing in
19 sporting events and we’ll have
two exhibition events,” Freebe
said. “Volunteers are needed for a
variety of things.”
The exhibition events for 2018
are wheelchair golf and indoor
rowing.
Veterans with catastrophic
disabilities, such as amputations
and spinal-cord injuries, will
participate in events ranging from
wheelchair bowling and billiards
to weightlifting and handcycling.
Handcycles are specially-built
three-wheel recumbent bikes pedaled by hand, rather than legs.
Karen Shamlin, event coordinator, previously told Veteran Voice
that the games are primarily for
lifelong rehabilitation. People with
catastrophic disabilities need to
do as much physical activity as
possible to remain healthy and
prevent muscular atrophy from
spreading throughout their bodies.
Some of the veterans at the annual wheelchair games have been
wheelchair users for decades.
Others have experienced catastrophic disabilities recently.

VA photo by
Heather Freebe

Rough-and-tumble
Although it’s primarily a rehabilitation event the athletes are
competitive and often rough.
Many adaptive athletes have
started at the veterans wheelchair games and gone on to being
Paralympians.
Cincinnati hosted the adaptive
sporting event co-sponsored by
the VA and the national Paralyzed
Veterans of America in July.
“Orlando is a great place to hold
the games,” Freebe said. “Most
of the (events) will take place at
the Orange County Convention
Center.”
But, not all. Track and field
events are usually done at out-

door athletic facilities not available at convention centers. The
Orange County Convention Center is at 9800 International Drive,
Orlando. Freebe said planners
are still deciding on other venues
for events.

‘Amazing experience’
Freebe has been to three wheelchair games.
“The first time I went was Tampa
in 2013, and it was an amazing
experience,” she said, and later
added, “These people are athletes.
They’re so much more physically
fit than I am and I’m able-bodied.”
Freebe said Shamlin is speaking

to veterans’ and other organizations to educate folks about
adaptive sports, the National
Veterans Wheelchair Games,
and to find volunteers. The game
organizers will have a website set
up for volunteers to sign up by
October.
The games will be in July next
year. The Central Florida chapter of the Paralyzed Veterans of
America is in Sanford.
For more, visit www.wheelchairgames.org. Announcements for
volunteer signups will appear at
that site.To schedule Shamlin to
talk to an organization, call her at
(321) 246-0805, or email karen.
shamlin2@va.gov.
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Lend a hand
Here’s how you can help victims of Harvey
FOR VETERAN VOICE

(Editor’s note: Veteran Voice thanks the
United Veterans of St. Lucie County, Inc., for
providing information our entire readership can
utilize.)
The American Red Cross
The American Red Cross’ Disaster Relief
division responds to disasters by mobilizing
trained volunteer forces to offer shelter, food
and assistance to victims.
Help people affected by Hurricane Harvey
by visiting redcross.org, calling 1-800-REDCROSS or texting the word HARVEY to 90999
to make a $10 donation.
Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner established
a relief fund for flood victims. The Hurricane
Harvey Relief Fund will accept tax deductible
flood relief donations. The fund is administered by the Greater Houston Community
Foundation.
“We are getting calls from across the country
and right here in our hometown, and the generosity of people who understand this disaster
is truly amazing,” Turner said. “Together we
can make a difference to those who will need
extensive help to get back on their feet once
this storm is over.”
Methods to Donate:
Online Credit Card Donations: Visit www.
ghcf.org. Online credit card donations will
be assessed a small fee, typically 3%, by the
credit card companies. Donors have the option of increasing their credit card donations
to cover this fee.
Checks/Money Orders: Mail to Greater Houston Community Foundation, 5120
Woodway Drive, Suite 6000, Houston, TX

77056.
Transfer Cash by Wire: Wire To: JP Morgan
Chase Bank, N.A.
Houston, TX
ABA # 021000021
For credit to: Greater Houston Community
Foundation
A/C#: 849170287
For further credit to: Hurricane Harvey Relief
Fund
https://ghcfdisaster.kimbia.com/hurricaneharveyrelieffund
The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army is also providing food
and water to first responders helping out after
Harvey. You can make a donation to the Harvey Fund by calling 1-800-SAL-ARMY, mailing a check to The Salvation Army, PO BOX
1959, Atlanta, GA 30301 — Please designate
Hurricane Harvey on all checks — or you can
make a donation through https://give.salvationarmyusa.org/site/Donation2
Catholic Charities USA
According to its website, Catholic Charities
USA is the official domestic relief agency of
the U.S. Catholic Church and is asking for
your support to ensure the delivery of compassionate care and support to individuals
affected by disasters. The organization provides essential support before, during and
after disasters hit. This service is provided to
the community regardless of religion, social
or economic background. You can donate to
this effort through: https://app.mobilecause.
com/vf/CCUSADISASTER
Austin Pets Alive!
Austin Pets Alive!, a no-kill shelter, has

stepped in to help Houston-area shelters that
are currently unable to function. The group
posted a special section on its website to ask
for help and update the progress it’s made
with Hurricane Harvey’s furriest victims.
“Austin Pets Alive! has been helping shelters
in the direct line of Hurricane Harvey. We’ve
been working with these shelters to transport
as many pets as possible to APA! And as of
Saturday morning, we’ve transported over
235 animals to our shelter.” They also list
their current needs and are asking for donations: https://www.austinpetsalive.org/
Pets affected by Hurricane Harvey are being
taken in by animal shelters across Texas,
including the SPCA of Texas - https://spca.
org/ and the San Antonio Humane Society https://sahumane.org/. The Houston Humane Society - www.houstonhumane.org/ is
also available, with limited staff.
Samaritan’s Purse
This nondenominational evangelical Christian group has provided international relief
since 1970. To donate to Samaritan’s Purse,
click: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/disaster/hurricane-harvey
Global Giving
This crowdfunding site is trying to raise $2
million to help storm victims. To donate to
Global Giving, click https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/hurricane-harvey-relief-fund/
Heart to Heart International
The group’s disaster response team delivers
water, supplies, hygiene/health kits to affected areas. To donate to HHI, click: http://
www.hearttoheart.org/hurricaneharvey/
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BREVARD COUNTY
Second Saturday of each Month
Warbird Air Museum Monthly Fly-in
Breakfast, 8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Musum, 6600 Tico Road, Titusville. Monthly
Fly-in Breakfast is for pilots and aviators
to stop by the museum by plane. The
pilots and their guests pay a $12 fee. The
breakfast is also open to the public as
Museum visitors can also attend. Breakfast for visitors is free with paid admission
to the Warbird Air Museum. Next date is
Sept. 9.
Please RSVP by phone or email. The
phone number is (321) 268-1941 and the
email address is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

Second Wednesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Brevard Veterans
Council, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek Parkway,
Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday
Second drink free, VFW Post 8191,
noon to 2 p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd.,
Melbourne, for those who wear a VFW
8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. Reduced
bar specials.

CALENDAR
Ongoing
Jobs available in Brevard County,
via
careersourcecentralflorida.com — for local
locations, visit www.employflorida.com

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY
First Wednesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Veterans Council
of Indian River County, 1 p.m., County
Administration Complex, Building B.

Fourth Thursday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Indian River Detachment of Marine Corps League, 7 p.m., at
the Victory Center in Indian River Mall.

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Capt.
Hiram’s restaurant, 1606 N. Indian River
Drive, Sebastian. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Monday of the Month

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191,
6 p.m., 4210 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. For more information, call (321)
254-9885.

Sept. 11-15

Third Tuesday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Smoky
Bones Restaurant, 1510 W. New Haven
Ave., Melbourne. All veterans invited to
enjoy lunch (at own expense) and camaraderie. For more information, contact us at
(888) 750-2522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

First Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly
lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Red Lobster,
215 E. Merritt Island Causeway, Merritt
Island. All veterans invited to enjoy lunch
(at own expense) and camaraderie. For
more information, contact us at (888) 7502522 or info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Third Thursday of the Month
Space Coast Honor Flight monthly lunch gathering, 11:30 a.m., Dixie
Crossroads, 1475 Garden St., Titusville.
All veterans invited to enjoy lunch (at
own expense) and camaraderie. For more
information, contact us at (888) 750-2522 or
info@spacecoasthonorflight.org

Reunion, Brown Water (Navy) “River
Rats,” Hutchinson Island Marriott Resort.
These sailors were responsible for landing
and extracting SEAL teams before the
SEALs got their own boats. For more information, email Jim Meehan at bigslimjim@
gmail.com.

Every Friday
Bingo, American Legion Post 355, every
Friday at 6:45, DAV Chapter 113, 1150
S.W. California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come
on out and enjoy some fellowship, help
benefit area veterans and have fun at the
same time. For more information, email
clavalle567@att.net.

First Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 Detachment, Marine Corps League, 7 p.m.,
American Legion Post 318, 1000 Savannas
Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. All Marines, Navy
corpsmen and chaplains welcome.

First Tuesday of the Month
Monthly meeting, Air Force Sergeants’
Association, Chapter 564, 6:30 p.m., DAV
Post 113 Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd.,
Port St. Lucie. For more information, call
(772) 342-2653.

Monthly meeting, American Military
Retirees Association Chapter FL1, 7:30
p.m., DAV Chapter 113 building, 1150 SW
California Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Contact
clavalle567@att.net or call (772) 342-5730
for more information.

Third Wednesday of the month
Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 113,
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St.
Lucie.
For more information, call (772) 342-2653.

VOLUSIA COUNTY
Third Thursday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VVA Chapter 1048,
6:30 p.m., at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Every Tuesday
Pool and poker, 6 p.m., VFW Post 3282,
5810 S. Williamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Ongoing

MARTIN COUNTY
Saturday, Sept. 16
4th Annual AMVETS Riders Charity Golf tournament, Ocean Club Golf
Course at Hutchinson Island Marriott
Resort & Marina, 555 NE Ocean Boulevard,
Stuart.
Proceeds from past tournaments were
used to support (1) Wreaths Across
America in Martin County, St. Lucie, and
Okeechobee counties; (2) Southeast
Honor Flight guardians; and (3) Operation
300-the Aaron Vaughn Project, as well as
fulfilling emergency needs of veterans
in the local community. Registration for
foursomes ($75 per golfer), as well as tee/
green sponsorships are still available.
Please make checks or money orders
payable to: AMVETS RIDERS CHAPTER FL92. Mail registration and/or sponsorship
monies to 426 NE Leaping Frog Way, Port
St. Lucie, FL 34983.
For more information, email rdadio@
yahoo.com.

Second Sunday of the Month
AMVETS Post 92, monthly meeting,
noon, 747 NE Dixie Highway, Jensen
Beach. Also,
lunches, dinners and Sunday breakfast
by Debbie. Karaoke by Cowboy Bob Fridays and Saturdays. For more information,
call (772) 334-8407.

Every Friday
Music by Saxman and Posse Band,
VFW Post 10066, 1805 N.E. Savannah
Road, Jensen Beach, 7-10 p.m. Dinner to
be announced. For more information, call
(772) 334-9659.

Every Wednesday
Karaoke, 7-11 p.m., American Legion
Post 126, 3195 N.E. Savannah Road, Jensen Beach. For more information, call (772)
334-6966.

First Tuesday of the month
Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veterans of
America Chapter 1041, 7 p.m., Sewall’s
Point Town Hall.

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093, 351
S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., DeBary:
Sunday-Thursday, 10:30am – midnight;
Friday and Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 2 a.m.;
Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6
p.m. Canteen telephone number is (386)
668-8640.
Acupuncture for veterans, available on
both east and west sides of county:
On the East Side: Veterans Acupuncture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 204,
Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 every
Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. On the
West Side: Volusia Military Acupuncture
Project, Deland Lions Club, 400 North
Garfield Avenue,
Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY
First Saturday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 9272, 10
a.m., 10997 72nd Avenue North, Seminole.

Third Monday of the Month
Monthly meeting, VFW Post 10139, 7
p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Every Monday
Lunch, bar poker at 2 p.m., darts 7
p.m., American Legion Post 252, 7 p.m.,
11433 Park Blvd., Seminole. For more information, call (727) 391-6324.
Please submit event information to
info@veteranvoiceweekly.com at least
two weeks in advance, so that we may
ensure your events receive timely publication.

12 • SEPTEMBER 7, 2017 • VETERAN VOICE

Donate $10 to sponsor a local veteran with a yearly subscription.

Super sniper

Photo by Army Sgt. Russell Toof

Army Sgt. Ian Rivera-Aponte takes part in a photo session on the urban assault course at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey, July 26. Rivera-Aponte, an Army
Reservist, was one of six soldiers who were flown to the base to take part in an advertising campaign. He’ll be featured on upcoming recruiting materials.

Expert marksman knows how to cut down the enemy in one shot

Russell Toof

Department of Defense

Army Sgt. Ian Rivera-Aponte lies motionless in the tall grass, hidden by face paint
and his ghillie suit. He stares down the
scope of his M2010 Enhanced Sniper Rifle and waits to take the shot. He’s lying
in wait in a secure position at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J.
This is the life of a sniper.
Rivera-Aponte is a third-generation
service member. His father served and
his grandfather fought in Vietnam. Seventy-nine percent of soldiers come from
families that have served in the military.
“I’m just trying to carry on that family
legacy,” he said.
Originally from Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico,
he’s part of the only infantry unit in the
Army Reserve, the 100th Infantry Battalion, based at Fort Shafter, Hawaii.
He’s tremendously skilled at his craft.

His personal best shot was a target 2,450
meters away.
Rivera-Aponte was one of six soldiers
who were recently flown here for a photoshoot with Army Reserve Communications, the Army Marketing and Research
Group and the U.S. Army Recruiting
Command. He’ll be featured on upcoming
commercials and posters.

Mentoring
During his three days on post, he spoke
frequently of his proudest moment out of
his six years of service.
“I had a guy and was his team lead, and
I was able to train him up on how to do
everything a sniper would do, and he got
to go to sniper school and he was a firsttime go. It was a huge accomplishment
because he was my pupil, and I got to
mold him.
“I was extremely happy,” Rivera-Aponte
said.

He was asked about how realistic recent
popular movies are compared to what he
goes through with his unit.
“I laugh at some of the movies and the
way they portray snipers, but they are
entertaining,” Rivera-Aponte said. “Things
that would take days to prepare they do it
in five minutes.”
Jokes aside, he is gearing up toward a
unique opportunity this October.
“The International Sniper Competition
happens in October. Every branch of the
military will send a team. Myself and another team leader are going. Just the fact
that we got invited is an achievement.
We’ll be the first Army Reserve soldiers to
ever attend,” Rivera-Aponte said.
The competition takes place Oct. 15-21
at Fort Benning, Georgia. The goal is to
identify the best sniper team from a wide
range of agencies and organizations, including U.S. and foreign service members
and local, state and federal law enforcement personnel.
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Sponsor a
Veteran...

Photo by DVIDSHUB

and we will thank
you and recognize
your generosity in
an upcoming issue
of Veteran Voice

Veteran Voice

Sponsor a Veteran’s Subscription
TODAY!
Sponsoring a subscription to Veteran
Voice is a wonderful way to honor those
who served.
Simply decide how many veterans you
would like to sponsor and select the
quantity on the form. We will match your
sponsored subscriptions with a local
military veteran in your community.
We will mail your veterans 52 editions of
Veteran Voice. One every week for the
next year.

The Voice of Experience

Veteran Voice is a weekly newspaper for veterans, active military, their families and their friends.

SPONSOR SUBSCRIPTION FORM
I would like to sponsor a one Year Subscription (52 Weeks) for
the following number of veterans in my community.

□ 1 Veteran Subscription @ $10
□ 2 Veteran Subscriptions @ $20
□ 5 Veteran Subscriptions @ $50

□ 10 Veteran Subscriptions @ $100
□ 25 Veteran Subscriptions @ $250
□ _____ Veteran Subscriptions x $10/ea.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

□

Enclosed check payable to: VETERAN VOICE, LLC.

□ Credit Card

#____________________________________________
CIRCLE YOUR CARD TYPE

Expiration # _________ CVC ________
BILL TO NAME: ____________________________________________

MAIL PAYMENT TO:

BILLING ADDRESS: __________________________________________

Veteran Voice, LLC. P.O. Box 1487
Stuart, FL 34995-1487

CITY, STATE, ZIP: ____________________________________________

If you choose to call in your payment, please reach us at (772) 247-0123

PHONE NUMBER: __________________________________________

