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BREVARD COUNTY

DATED EVENTS

Sunday, July 25

Second Annual First Responders 
and Military Appreciation BBQ 
presented by Back Brevard Heroes 
at Kiwanis Island Park, Merritt Island, 
noon-3 p.m. Open to the Community 
so come out and show your support. 
For more information contact BACK-
BREVARDHEROES on Facebook.  

Sunday, Aug. 8

Annual Military Order of the 
Purple Heart Ceremony at the VMC 
and Memorial Plaza to recognize 
10 recipients of the Purple Heart 
after combat operations (2-4 p.m.). 
Contact VMC for more information.

ONGOING EVENTS

Space Coast Honor Flight lun-
cheons. All Veterans and guests are 
welcome. Meals are at own ex-
pense, camaraderie is free.

Melbourne — First Tuesday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Smoky Bones restau-
rant, 1510 West New Haven.

Merritt Island — First Thursday  of 
each month, 11 a.m., Red Lobster 
restaurant, 215 East Merritt Island 
Causeway.

Sebastian — Third Tuesday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Capt. Hiram’s restau-
rant, 1606 N. Indian River.

Titusville — Third Thursday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Dixie Crossroads, 
1475 Garden St.

Warbird Air Museum Fly-in Break-
fast, second Saturday of the month, 
8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Museum, 
6600 Tico Road, Titusville. NEW 
Drive-in GUEST Costs:

Between 8-10 a.m., fly-in and drive-
in traffic can pay $12 per person (no 
additional discounts) at the gift shop 
and they can enjoy both the break-
fast, which includes delicious pastries, 
fresh fruit, breakfast meats, made to 
order omelets, and more — and tour 
the museum. For children (ages 5-12) 
not eating breakfast, $5 to enter and 
tour the museum. Wrist bands will be 
issued to indicate who can participate 
in the breakfast. The breakfast is also 
open to the public as Museum visitors 
can also attend. Breakfast for visitors 
is free with paid admission to the 
Warbird Air Museum. Please RSVP by 
phone or email. The phone number is 
(321) 268-1941 and the email address 
is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

VFW Post 8191 monthly work 
day, first Saturday of the month, 9 
a.m.-noon. This is a reminder to post 
members and an invitation to Aux-
iliary members to join us. We will do 
whatever tasks the House Committee 

Chairman/Canteen Manager/Com-
mander/President have in mind that 
don’t require extensive skills. Tasks 
can include cleaning the kitchen and 
deep fat fryer, replacing the electrical 
cord on the bingo machine, replacing 
some baseboard black plastic pieces, 
placing a few more signs in our stor-
age lot, etc. on an as-necessary basis. 
For more info, visit vfw8191.org.

 
Monthly meeting, Brevard Veter-

ans Council, second Wednesday of 
the month, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans 
Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek 
Parkway, Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday, second drink 
free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 2 
p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., 
Melbourne, for those who wear a 
VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. 
Reduced bar specials.

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
third Monday of the month, 6 p.m., 
4230 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. 
For more information, call (321) 254-
9885.

Jobs available in Brevard County, 
via Jobs: www.careersourcebrevard.
com – for local locations, visit www.
employflorida.com for job listings. 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

ONGOING EVENTS

BookWorm Podcast and Radio 
Show, hosted by Ralph Nathan Oko, 
airs Saturday evenings at 9 p.m. EST 
on REAL Radio 101.7 FM and Sunday 
mornings at 6:30 a.m. EST on WAXE 
Radio 107.9 FM and 1370 AM. Pod-
castswill be available on iHeart Radio. 
Interview guests will include authors, 
publishers, editors, readers, booksell-
ers and store owners, scholars and 
bibliophiles. Ralph Nathan Oko is cur-
rently booking interviews. To secure a 
guest spot, suggest a book to review, 
an author to interview or for sponsor-
ship information, connect with Ralph 
Nathan Oko at (954) 557-6226 or 
RalphOko@hotmail.com.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of Indian River County, first 
Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m. at 
VVIRC Office, 696 8th Court, Vero 
Beach. For more information email 
VVIRC at vvirc@comcast.net, or at our 
website VVIRC.org. You can also call us 

at (772) 794-0005.

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***

The USN Armed Guard/Merchant 
Marine Veterans of WWII Museum has 
temporarily closed due to COVID-19; 
however, the expenses are ongoing.  
We would greatly appreciate a dona-
tion from you and/or someone that 
you know who might be interested 
in helping to keep the Museum open 
and the story of the USN AG/MM 
alive. Donor names will be listed on 
the Museum Honor Roll for all to see. 
To receive a donation form, please 
contact C.F. “Korky” Korker, President, 
phone: 772-571-0230, or E-mail: 
korkykorker@gmail.com

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World 
War II Veterans, monthly breakfast 
meeting, third Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m. at Marsh Landing 
Restaurant, 44 North Broadway, 
Fellsmere. Interesting and informa-
tive speakers at each meeting.

Please try and get to the restaurant 
early so you can get your order in 
before the kitchen gets busy. A lot of 
work was accomplished over the sum-
mer at the USNAG & MM Museum.

Come and enjoy the camaraderie 
of your old buddies and meet some 
new ones. Everyone is welcome at our 
meetings, so please bring a friend. 
For anybody that needs a ride to the 
meetings, please call Korky at (772) 
571-0230.

Please note: Meetings are held 
September through May. There are no 
meetings June through August.

 
Korean War Veterans Association, 

Chapter 318, meets first Thursday 
of the month, 11 a.m.-noon, at Vero 
Beach Veterans, Inc. 2500 15th Ave-
nue, Vero Beach.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 1038, 
6 p.m., second Wednesday of the 
month, Victory Center Military 
Store in the Vero Mall. For more 
information email vva1038@yahoo.
com or www.vvachapter1038.org or 
call 772-562-8794.

Monthly meeting, American Le-
gion Post 39, second Monday of the 
month, 1535 Old Dixie Highway, 
Vero Beach. E-board meeting begins 
at 6 p.m., followed by general mem-
bership meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Monthly meeting, Veterans 
Council of Indian River County, first 
Wednesday of the month, 1 p.m., 
County Administration Complex, 
Building B.

Monthly meeting, Indian River De-
tachment of Marine Corps League, 
fourth Thursday of the month, 7 
p.m., at the Victory Center in Indian 
River Mall.

PTSD Support And Recovery meet-
ings, every Monday, 7 p.m., Dogs 
For Life Administration Building, 
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach. 
Military licensed health professionals 
are facilitators. For more information, 
contact Dogs For Life Service Dog 
Training Center at (772) 567-8969

or visit www.dogsforlifevb.org. 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

ONGOING EVENTS

Monthly Meeting, Military Officer’s 
Association of Port Lucie County, all 
officers from all branches of service 
are invited to meet fellow officers 
and learn latest military news. For 
information call Col. Martin Rosen at 
772-233-0691.

Air Force Sergeants Association, 
Elmer Andrews Chapter 564, meets 
on the first Tuesday of January, 
March, May, July, September, and 
November at 12:30 p.m., DAV Hall 
Post 113, 1150 California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. For more information, call (772) 
342-2653.

Welcome Korean Defense Vets — 
Monthly Meeting, Korean War Vet-
erans Treasure Coast Chapter 106, 
third Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. 
at the Botanical Gardens, 2410 SE 
Westmoreland Blvd, Port St. Lucie. 
Come early and enjoy coffee and do-
nuts with your fellow Vets. For more 
information, contact Harold Trieber at 
(561) 568-9347. 

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Michael F. Bradley 
Chapter 566, St. Lucie County, third 
Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., DAV 
Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. For more information call (772) 
359-1607. 

Monthly meeting, Seabee Veter-
ans of America Island X-10, Amer-
ican Legion Post 40, 810 S US 1, 
Fort Pierce, fourth Saturday of the 
month. For all Seabee Veterans living 
in St. Lucie, Martin, Indian River and 
Okeechobee Counties. Meeting at 
11 a.m. For information contact Vice 
Commander Paul Wilson at (772) 209-
0570, email toolie1@comcast.net.

United Veterans of St. Lucie Coun-
ty, Inc., meeting, second Friday of 
the month, 9 a.m., DAV Post 113, 
1150 California Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

CALENDAR

See CALENDAR page 8  

Please visit www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com 
to submit Calendar events at least 2 weeks 

in advance, so that we may ensure your 
events receive timely publication.
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‘VA police officers are still saddled with 
a complicated chain of command’ 
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Rep. Chris Pappas had a 
question for the Department of 
Veteran Affairs. 
“My first question for our VA 

witnesses is just meant to be a 
simple one,” he said. “Who’s in 
charge of VA police?” 
Lewis Ratchford’s answer 

took 24 seconds and was so 
complex it was still unclear 
who’s in charge of the Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs’ police, 
because so many are. 
Ratchford is the VA’s chief 

security officer. Pappas, a New 
Hampshire Democrat, is the 
chairman of the House Veter-
ans’ Affairs Committee’s Sub-
committee on Oversight and 
Investigations. The subcom-
mittee had a hearing about 
modernizing the VA’s police 
force on July 13.  
Criticism for the amorphic 

leadership of the VA police 
was bipartisan. Rep. John 
“Jack” Bergman, a Michigan 
Republican, was the acting 
ranking member at the hear-
ing. He threw out several criti-
cisms for the leadership of the 
Veterans’ department’s cops. 
Then — 
“Lastly, but most important-

ly, VA police officers are still 
saddled with a complicated 
chain of command,” he said. “I 
believe this is an Achilles heel 
for the force.” 

Praise for the VA cops 

Praise for the VA police Vet-
erans meet at medical centers 
was also bipartisan. 
“The responsibilities of VA 

police are above and beyond 
those of most police forces 
across the country, because 
VA police operate in a health-
care center and must serve the 
needs and experiences of the 
Veterans community,” Pap-
pas said. “A VA police officer 
is often the first person that a 
Veteran will see when arriving 
at a VA facility, and the last 
person they will see when they 
leave. And for those Veterans 
in crisis while at a VA facility, 
police officers may be the first 
to respond and to offer help.” 
Bergman echoed Pappas. 
“Unlike other federal law en-

forcement officials, VA police 

officers must complete their 
mission in the ever-demanding 
world of VA healthcare,” he 
said. “That means police offi-
cers are expected to be both 
law-enforcement officers and 
at times quasi-social workers 
helping vulnerable Veterans 
navigate complex security and 
healthcare situations. It’s a 
difficult job, to say the least. 
So to our VA police officers I 
say, ‘Thank you. Thank you 
very much.’” 

Criticism for the chains of 
command 

Bergman asked a question 
to highlight how the VA police 
have too many chiefs making 
the seemingly straightforward 
convoluted. 
“Mr. Ratchford, and Ms. 

(Tammy) Czarneki (deputy 
assistant under secretary for 
health and operations), how 
many violent crimes such as 
active shooter, aggravated 
assault, robberies, sexual as-
saults, were committed on VA 
property last fiscal year?,” he 
asked. 
Ratchford said he would have 

to follow up with an answer 
after the hearing. Bergman 
already knew the answer was 
5,002 violent crimes, accord-
ing to documents the VA had 

already filed with the subcom-
mittee. His point in asking 
was to illustrate there was a 
sharp increase in crimes at VA 
facilities from 2018-2019 to 
2019-2020, and so many peo-
ple are in charge of the police 
department it’s been clumsy to 
respond to that jump.  
“Let’s do the math, and why 

I’m so concerned here — con-
cerns are justified by the fact 
that we have four VA witness-
es from two different offices 
here today to discuss the same 
topic,” he said. “Also concern-
ing is the VA has yet to close 
a 2018 (Office of Inspector 
General) recommendation 
to clarify program responsi-
bility between (the Veterans 
Health Administration) and 
(the Human Resources and 
Administration/ Operations, 
Security and Preparedness). 
How will the police moderniza-
tion — since you’re working on 
modernization — address this 
governance issue, this chain 
of command, this structure 
issue?”

Congress wants body 
cameras 

 The VA has about 4,000 cops 
covering its about 170 medical 
centers. Bergman pointed out 
unspecified reports that on av-

erage they’ve been paid about 
22 percent less than their 
local law-enforcement peers. 
There are now special salary 
rates individual medical cen-
ter directors have the power 
to use to reduce that pay gap. 
About 120 have. But, though 
there’s bipartisan agreement 
giving center directors some 
discretion, it is not a perma-
nent solution to resolving the 
pay problem. And the special 
pay rate doesn’t contribute to 
those cops’ retirements. 
Another piece of bipartisan 

agreement is VA cops need 
to get body cameras. When 
answering a Republican’s 
question about body cameras, 
Ratchford said there’s prog-
ress on that. 
“Currently VA is working on 

it — we have a draft policy for 
body-worn cameras and we 
are also working in conjunc-
tion with the Veterans Health 
Administration to develop 
multiple pilots to identify the 
feasibility of implementing, 
and the requirements asso-
ciated with implementing, 
requiring body worn camer-
as across our campuses,” he 
said. “The VA believes body-
worn cameras are something 
that are essential to account-
ability for VA police.”

Image courtesy of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 

Lewis Ratchford is the Department of Veteran Affairs chief security officer. He appeared at a recent hearing of the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations to discuss efforts to modernize the VA’s police. 
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Letter to the EDITOR

To the Editor:

  Your article in the July 
8, 2021 issue about Service 
Dogs [by Patrick McCallister] 
caught my eye. I was a USAF 
Sgt. and a Vietnam Veteran. 
I have a service dog and have 
been involved with dogs and 
training for over 20 years. I 
agree with the opening state-
ment that the VA does not 
love dogs.
  They do not believe that 

dogs can be a help to people 
with PTSD.  I totally disagree 
with that.
  I have a VA rating for PTSD 

and can say that from the day 
I took my dog home and went 
out on my own, I felt a com-
plete sense of calm come over 
me.  I had not felt that with 
any other dog, but then the 
dogs I was with were not being 
trained for me. I knew they 

would go to another person.
  I am sure it was the bond 

that we achieved that made 
me feel this, because I do not 
think it can be trained. But it 
is there and is a definite help!
  The VA says “that at the 

core of the proof just isn’t 
there that service dogs do the 
wonders for people with anx-
iety disorders that advocates 
claim.” I think they just don’t 
want to have to start supply-
ing dogs to Veterans.
  I support the PAWS Act and 

the benefit that Veterans will 
get from it. Dogs are real-
ly man’s and woman’s best 
friend.

Sincerely,

Jim Kamen
Former Sergeant,
U.S. Air Force

Veteran strongly disagrees
with VA position on PAWS Act

Got a new address? Send us your new one.  

                                                            Change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com

Photo courtesy of 
Veterans Council of Indian River County

Martin Zickert (left) and James Darling 
welcome the community to the new 
location of the Victory Center Military 
Store near Dillard’s in the Indian River 
Mall, Vero Beach.

Victory Center 
Military Store 
celebrates grand 
re-opening
Michele Peters
VETERANS COUNCIL OF INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

  Proud of its new location, 
The Victory Center Military 
store welcomed the commu-
nity to its Grand Reopening 
on June 21 at its new location 
near Dillard’s in the Indian 
River Mall, located at 6200 
20th Street, Vero Beach.
  The Victory Center Military 

Store is a 501c(3) foundation 
that operates a retail military 
store.
   In 2011, County Com-

missioner Joseph Flescher 
spearheaded the collaboration 
between former mall owners 
Simon Malls and the Veterans 
Council of Indian River Coun-
ty, with funding from the late 
Doris Jorgensen to create the 
Victory Center Military Store. 
The store opened its doors 10 
years ago as a place for Veter-
ans to gather to share stories 
and wartime experiences, in 
addition to a place for Veter-
ans and civilians alike to find 
a variety of military and patri-
otic-themed items.
  The Victory Center is oper-

ated by an all-volunteer staff 
under the direction of San-
dy Koehn, who has been the 
acting volunteer manager from 

the very beginning. Proceeds 
from the Victory Center Mili-
tary Store support the Veter-
ans Council of Indian River 
County and other local Veter-
an organizations.  
  Visit the Victory Center 

Military Store for military and 
patriotic items such as flags, 
challenge coins, pins, hats, 
apparel and more. The Victory 
Center Military Store is open 
Monday through Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
  For more information about 

the Victory Center Military 
Store, visit  http://vcms-fl.com 
or call (772) 226-5316.
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Within the first minutes of 
our phone conversation, Cary 
Reichbach, president and 
co-founder of Boca Raton’s 
Grey Team, said, “Photobio-
modulation.” 
OK, not the sort of word I 

went into the conversation 
expecting. I called to discuss 
mental health and death by 
suicide among Veterans and 
what Grey Team is doing to 
help address it. But, back to 
photobiomodulation. 
“It’s a 50-year-old science,” 

Reichbach said.
That was the claim, so I 

checked. 
Yes, photobiomodulation is 

one of the recognized branches 
of photomedicine — one of the 
low-level laser therapies. And, 
yes, there are peer-reviewed 
articles on transcranial pho-
tobiomodulation for treating, 
among other things, traumatic 
brain injury. Some of those 
articles are available online at 
the National Center for Bio-
technology Information, U.S. 
Library of Medicine’s website, 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. 
 I admit that the moment I 

hear someone talking about 
“healing light” I get wary about 
whether it’s cutting-edge 
science or unproven alterna-
tive medicine. I basically told 
Reichbach that to gauge his 

response, and he didn’t get de-
fensive. That’s a good sign to 
me. He talked about how Grey 
Team is founded on helping 
Veterans with open-minded 
experimentation and common 
sense. 
“We treat each person with a 

custom approach,” Reichbach 
said. “It’s remarkably success-
ful, because we’ll go through 
a series of treatments until we 
find one that works for them.”
Grey Team’s website claims 

the organization has helped 
more than 400 Veterans. Nor-
mally I’d say “400 Veterans 
in crisis,” but Reichbach said 
part of Grey Team’s approach 
is trying to get to Veterans 
and help them before they’re 
at cliff’s edge. Honestly, I don’t 
have room in this article to 
do justice to Reichbach’s and 
my conversation, so I urge 
readers to follow up at www.
greyteam.org. 

Cary Reichbach

The first Veteran Reichbach 
helped was — Reichbach. Be-
tween active duty and the Re-
serves, Reichbach spent about 
13 years in the military. That 
was from 1977 to 1990. 
“I had a difficult transition 

myself,” Reichbach said. “I 
came out of the military and 

had a lot of self-destructive 
tendencies. I became a police 
officer, because I needed that 
adrenaline rush. I constant-
ly volunteered for dangerous 
things. I raced motorcycles. 
I was always doing things to 
maintain that high.” 
Reichbach realized he was 

essentially self-medicating on 
danger and adrenaline, and 
that it would catch up to him. 
“I had experimented with 

ways to decelerate that side 
of life, adrenaline and aggres-
sion,” explained Reichbach. 
Things such as floatation, 

sensory-depravation, tanks 
and meditation. Along the 
way, Reichbach struck up a 
friendship with a Marine — 
Logan Skees — who had an 
odd verbal pattern. He’d stop 
sentences before finishing 
thoughts.
“He had extreme traumatic 

brain injury from carrying a 
machine gun on three de-
ployments,” Reichbach said. 
He later continued, “He and 
I started a journey to help 
alleviate his symptoms. We 
learned a lot. We were keeping 
tabs on what was working and 
what was not. We were meet-
ing a lot of Veterans on the 
way.”
A lot of Veterans who had 

various invisible injuries from 

their service showing up, 
sometimes, as mental-health 
problems and suicidal ide-
ation. A lot of Veterans who 
were open-minded and eager 
to find therapies that helped. 
Therapies that were and are 
sometimes not available at the 
Department of Veteran Affairs. 
“We created a path, and 

in 2016 created the 501c3 
non-profit to actually start 
documenting everything we do 
and enable large corporations 
to donate,” Reichbach said. 

Grey Team  

The organization was origi-
nally Trainerspace. 
“In 2019 we built our own 

facility,” Reichbach said. 
At the core, the facility is a 

gym. Around that time the 
organization renamed itself, 
but the core of all therapy for 
Grey Team remains personal 
trainers and nutrition men-
tors. Grey Team holds that a 
critical step to Veterans devel-
oping and maintaining mental 
health and fitness is develop-
ing and maintaining physical 
health and fitness. 
That’s really a millennia-old 

bit of science. The notion of a 

Body-mind synergy
Grey Team combines conventional wisdom and evolving tech to help Veterans 

Edmund O’Neil 
and Tyler 
Wells share 
a moment of 
camaraderie at 
Boca Raton’s 
Grey Team. 
The Veterans-
assistance 
organization 
combines 
longstanding 
wisdom and 
emerging 
tech to help 
Veterans 
dealing 
with various 
mental-health 
problems. 
O’Neil served in 
the Army, Wells 
in the Air Force. 

Photo courtesy 
of Grey Team

See GREY page 11  
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Custer rescued woman 
kidnapped by Cheyennes, 
but history tells of long, 
mixed tale of life with Indians

  They were seized from their farms and 
their families, many of them children, 
literally snatched out of their mothers’ 
arms, from the earliest days of this coun-
try right up through the late 19th century.
  When the first European settlers ar-

rived in America, the practice of kidnap-
ping was confined by Indians, or Native 
Americans, to members of other tribes. 
  For centuries, tribes at war with each 

other would kidnap members of other 
tribes to “replace” their own who had 
been killed. Peaceful trading tribes were 
not immune.
  The motives for taking captives soon 

evolved onto a more economic and con-
trol-based track, however. And by the 
time then-Lt. Col. George A. Custer’s 7th 
Cavalry rescued one Amanda “Anna” 
Brewster Morgan from the Cheyennes in 
1869, hundreds upon hundreds of white, 
and many black, settlers were kidnapped, 
and thousands of their family members 
brutally killed.
  Morgan’s 1868 capture only lasted a 

few months, during which she was sexu-
ally assaulted numerous times, intended 
to be chattel, and only rescued by the 7th 
Cavalry after it secured a victory during 
a raid on Chief Black Kettle’s village, and 
rounded up prisoners.
  It was part of the seismic clash between 

cultures.
  In a strange paradox, many of the cap-

tives absorbed themselves into the tribes 
as members of a new family, having 
mixed children and even refusing to re-
join “civilized” society. Not strange at all, 
from their point of view in many cases.

Earliest days 

  It’s known that Indians began taking 
captives from the earliest days of Amer-
ican settlement, though history records 
are thin on the ground. Records do ex-
ist of the Spanish conquistadors seiz-
ing large numbers of Indians as slaves, 
however.
  It wasn’t until the mid-1700s and the 

French and Indian through the Revo-
lutionary Wars  that the practice really 
heated up.
  Both the British and French armies 

counted on Indian allies such as the 
Seneca in New York, among many other 
tribes, to augment their own thin num-
bers of troops. Many Indians were easily 

persuaded to plunder and burn down 
settlements, and killing the settlers at 
will. In addition to the food, livestock and 
tools they could confiscate, Indians were 
given alcohol and firearms as well. 
  Along the way, the ancient practice of 

replenishing tribal numbers dovetailed 
neatly with a ready supply of settlers to 
do so. And, of course, whites were willing 
to pay comparatively vast sums for ran-
som.

Brutality, acceptance

  Man’s inhumanity to man is sadly, 
thoroughly documented, from earliest 
times to today.
  Here in America, social customs had 

evolved to the point among colonists that 
egregious violence was not necessary. 
People got along fairly well — they were 
much too busy scratching out a living 
to bother with sadism. Murderers and 
thieves were hung, imprisoned or put to 
hard labor, but that was pretty much the 
extent of punitive behavior.
  Many Indian tribes had no such com-

punctions.
  The widespread torture, mutilation and 

deaths of the settlers were so horrific that 

Veteran Voice will not publish details. A 
good resource on this can be found in 
“Captured and Tortured: Trilogy of Ter-
ror,” by Fritz Zimmerman (available at 
book outlets online).

Mary Jemison

  One famous captive, Mary Jemison, 
had a biography written about her by 
Lois Lenski, which won a Newberry Prize 
for Children’s Literature. She was born 
on a ship bound for the colonies from En-
gland, her deeply religious parents seek-
ing to escape the fractious persecutions 
of the mother country.
  For eight years, her father, mother and 

siblings successfully managed a comfort-
able farm east of Philadelphia. Then they 
fell under the inexorable dragnet in 1755, 
despite then Col. George Washington 
heading toward the area at the head of 
colonial militias. Jemison said her father, 
thinking the troops would prevent calam-
ity, despite neighbors being struck down, 
refused to leave.

‘Plundering, tomahawked’ 

  Jemison, who gave her lifelong alle-
giance to the Seneca after being captured 
at the age of 12, nevertheless vividly re-
called her family’s fate one day while they 
went about their daily routine: 
  “[T]he Indians had discovered [a neigh-

bor] at his own house with his gun, and 
pursued him to my father’s, where they 
shot him as I have related. They first 
secured my father, and then rushed into 
the house, and without the least resis-
tance made prisoners of my mother, Rob-
ert, Matthew, Betsey, the [neighbor’s wife] 
and her three children, and myself, and 
then commenced plundering.”
  After a long march of two days, Mary 

and another, unrelated small child, had 
their shoes and socks stripped off, and 
moccasins put on. Mary’s mother correct-
ly guessed that she and the boy were to 
be spared, and told Mary that she, moth-
er, and the rest were to be “tomahawked,” 
and never to forget her prayers or the 
English language.
  “My suspicions as to the fate of my 

parents proved too true; for soon after I 
left them they were killed and scalped, to-
gether with Robert, Matthew, Betsey, and 
the woman and her two children, and 
mangled in the most shocking man-

ner.” (Excerpts taken from “A Narrative 
of the Life of Mary Jemison,” which can 
be read in full at archive.org (https://bit.
ly/36GaGwD, shortened link).
  It is believed Mary was allowed to live 

and be absorbed into the Seneca because 
of her long, blonde hair, for which they 
named her “Corn Tassel.” Only she, out 
of the whole family, had hair that color.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

This illustration, crafted in 1892, depicts Mary Jemison 
in her later years, who was captured by Seneca Indians 
during the French and Indian Wars in the mid-1700s 
as a child. Her remarkable story growing up with, and 
staying with, the Seneca was made into a biography in 
1941 by author Lois Lenski, who won a Newberry Prize 
for Children’s Literature the following year.

Captive settlers

Mary Kemper
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A Veteran with a history of men-
tal-health problems is distraught and 
goes missing. Friends and family worry, 
so they call police. 
What happens next depends on where 

the Veteran went missing. In most states 
that Veteran, who’s going to be an adult, 
almost always has a right to disappear if 
she or he wants, and cops can’t do much 
about it if there’s no qualifying evidence 
of foul play or a threat of harm.  
In Wisconsin that call can activate a 

Green Alert, because of the state’s 2018 
Corey Adams Searchlight Act. The Green 
Alert in Wisconsin, and a few other 
states, will activate police and other re-
sources to put out the missing Veteran’s 
image and information to the public to 
get help finding the Veteran fast. It’s kind 
of like Florida’s Silver Alert system for 
seniors with conditions such as Alzhei-
mer’s. 
The Wisconsin bill was named after an 

Air Force Veteran who disappeared in 
2017 and was found dead 18 days later.
Rep. Chris Pappas, and others in Con-

gress, have introduced the National 
Green Alert Act of 2021 to take Wiscon-
sin’s program nationwide. He promoted 
the bill at a recent hearing of the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee Subcommit-
tee on Health. 
 “It’s a bipartisan, bicameral bill that 

would assist states at creating Green 
Alert systems. These are similar to Amber 
Alerts in that they locate at-risk Veterans 
when they go missing, so they can receive 
appropriate care,” Pappas said at the 
hearing. 
Not everyone cheered the New Hamp-

shire Democrat’s bill, H.R. 2797. 

National Green Alert Act of 2021

The National Green Alert Act of 2021 
rehashes previous attempt in Congress 
to get similar bills passed. They’ve been 
supported by some heavy hitters, includ-
ing the retired commander of U.S. Special 
Forces in Africa, Brig. Gen. Don Bolduc. 
Bolduc befriended Corey Adams’ family 
after his death and helped get Wiscon-
sin’s first-in-the-nation Green Alert sys-
tem established. 
If passed by Congress and signed by 

the president, the bill would create the 
Green Alert System Advisory and Sup-
port Committee to develop best practices 
and provide states with technical help to 
establish Green Alerts to activate when 
Veterans with history of mental-health 

problems go missing. 
Veteran Voice has identified at least five 

states with Green Alert systems: Dela-
ware, Iowa, Kentucky, and Wisconsin. 
Texas has the Camo Alert, which is the 
same thing. 
Critics worry about the Green Alert sys-

tems further stigmatizing Veterans with 
mental-heath problems as individuals 
and as a group. 

Reasons and objections 

Pappas tied the National Green Alert 
Act directly to the persistent problem of 
higher rates of death by suicide among 
Veterans than non-Veterans. 
“We know that too many of our brave 

Veterans experience mental and emo-
tional trauma as a result of their service 
to the country,” he said at the hearing. 
“And we’re familiar with the tragedy that 
occurs each and every day in this country 
when we lose 20 Veterans and service-
members to suicide. It’s a tragic number 
that underscores that treating mental 
health is an essential aspect of providing 
full care. And we’ve got so much more 
work to do on this front.” 
Pappas added —
“This legislation will greatly improve 

an at-risk Veteran’s chance of returning 
home safely, and will also further the 
goal of this committee and this Congress 
to protect the men and women who have 
worn the uniform of this country.” 
Amata C. Radewagen, a Republican rep-

resenting American Samoa, asked about 
the Department of Veterans Affairs take. 
She directed the question to David Perry, 
chief officer of workforce management 
and consulting at the Veterans Health 
Administration. 
“We do have some concerns with the 

stigmatizing that could impact our Veter-
ans,” Perry answered. “As this proposal 
is currently written, it portrays Veter-
ans — that they would be incapacitat-
ed, incapacitated in some way. Which is 
actually an unfair label for Veterans with 
those mental illnesses. Currently individ-
uals with mental illness have the right to 
refuse clinical care and contact. So long 
as they are not a danger to themselves or 
others.” 
Perry said there are systems in place for 

law-enforcement wellness checks and, 
circumstantially, for public notifications.
“We believe our current systems, along 

with those other alert systems that are 
already in place, actually accomplish 
what this bill intends, or sets out to do,” 
he said. “That’s not to say there isn’t 
merit in the Green Alert Act. I think we 
would like to work with the committee on 
exploring and making sure that the intent 

of that alert system and also make sure 
we don’t disenfranchise any of our Veter-
ans that are suffering from mental-health 
illness.” 
Andy Blevins, operations and policy 

director at the Minority Veterans of Amer-
ica, said the Green Alert systems have 
conflicting problems. 
“While well-intentioned, we find this 

piece of bipartisan legislation’s focus is 
redundant and limited in application to 
an extent that the program would entire-
ly neglect the population most in need 
of the benefits that this program would 
provide,” he said. “I’m speaking of indi-
viduals like Vanessa Guillen, Gregory 
Morales, Aaron Robinson, Freddy Dela-
cruz and many other siblings in arms 
that may have benefited from a similar 
program.” 
All except Robinson in the list were 

murdered. Robinson was suspected to 
have killed Guillen and an alleged accom-
plice is facing charges. Robinson died by 
suicide before he could be arrested and 
charged. 
“Congressman Pappas’ legislation has 

the potential to ensure that this type 
of injustice does not happen again. We 
would urge that this bill be re-examined 
to leverage existing programs like the 
Ashanti Alert in national partnerships 
with other sovereign nations and to work 
with each branch of our armed services 
to provide insights on the feasibility and 
best practices of incorporating active-
ly serving individuals into the proposed 
framework, a practice that has been 
successful in Texas’ Camo Alert for miss-
ing servicemembers and Veterans since 
2019.” 

There are a lot of missing people 

According to the FBI’s National Crime 
Information Center, at the end of 2020 
there were more than 89,637 active miss-
ing person records. About 34 percent are 
children and youths. 
The “2020 Missing Person and Uniden-

tified Person Statistics” says, “there were 
543,018 missing person records entered 
into the NCIC. The number purged was 
480,832.”
The reasons for people being recorded as 

missing are diverse; not all who are miss-
ing are considered endangered. The NCIC 
considers a bit more than 72,700 of the 
89,637 missing to lack evidence of being 
in danger, or being likely deceased under 
catastrophic conditions such as crime or 
being lost in wilderness. 
About 16,800 are considered to have a 

“proven physical or mental disability.” 
The NCIC doesn’t publish missing per-

sons data that’s Veteran-specific. 
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Congress considers nationwide 
GREEN ALERT for Vets who go missing






