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BREVARD COUNTY

DATED EVENTS

Saturday, Oct. 2

Jack’s Back, New Show, Songs and 
Look, 6-10 p.m. at Space Coast Con-
vention Center in Cocoa (520 and 
I-95). A fundraiser for the Medal of 
Honor Memorial at the Veterans 
Memorial Center and Park. Salute 
to music from the 60’s to the 80’s 
and more. Dinner and Show (7 p.m.) 
included for $48 each. Reservations 
through Karen at 321-604-1344. A 
great, one-of-a-kind evening, for a 
great cause. 

Friday, Oct. 15

Shrimp Feast at the Port, spon-
sored by the Propeller Club of Port 
Canaveral, 6-10 p.m. Held outdoors 
at the Exploration Tower. Tickets 
and sponsorships, baskets avail-
able through the website:  Shrimp-
Feast2021.com.     This is a fundraiser 
and wonderful community event with 
years of history broken by Covid in 
2020.  

Saturday, Oct. 16

National Veterans Homeless Sup-
port Sponsored 2021 6th Annual 
Dinner Fundraiser, 5:30-9 p.m., at 
the Radisson Resort at Cape Canav-
eral. The National Veterans Homeless 
Support non-profit event includes 
Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey 
and many Brevard officials who 
strongly support Veterans in need.  
Table and other level of sponsor-
ships are available.  Register online at 
Kasey@nvhs.org  or call Kasey Corson 
321-208-7562 for more info.

Fourth Missing in America Proj-
ect - FL Call to Honor Ceremony 
(CTH) in Brevard at Cape Canaveral 
National Cemetery, 9-11 a.m. In Bre-
vard we continue to research dozens 
of abandoned Veteran cremains in 
our area.  The October MIAP FL Cere-
mony at the Cape Canaveral National 
Cemetery will include Brevard County 
Veterans for the first time.  Another 
MIAP FL CTH at CCNC is planned late 
2021.

Thursday, Oct. 28

Sen. Marco Rubio’s representative 
holds office hours (2-4 p.m.) in the 
VMC Library to support Veterans in 
need of federal attention or to pass 
along ideas to the Senator. Contact 
Maria Montano on 407-254-2573 for 
more information.

ONGOING EVENTS

Space Coast Honor Flight has 
returned to operations with 2021 
Honor Flights. Check their website 
at SpaceCoastHonorFlight.org for 
updated information. Luncheons for 
SCHF have resumed at several county 

restaurants (see below).

Space Coast Honor Flight lun-
cheons. All Veterans and guests are 
welcome. Meals are at own ex-
pense, camaraderie is free.

Melbourne — First Tuesday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Smoky Bones restau-
rant, 1510 West New Haven.

Merritt Island — First Thursday  of 
each month, 11 a.m., Red Lobster 
restaurant, 215 East Merritt Island 
Causeway.

Sebastian — Third Tuesday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Capt. Hiram’s restau-
rant, 1606 N. Indian River.

Titusville — Third Thursday of each 
month, 11 a.m., Dixie Crossroads, 
1475 Garden St.

Warbird Air Museum Fly-in Break-
fast, second Saturday of the month, 
8-10:30 a.m., Warbird Air Museum, 
6600 Tico Road, Titusville. NEW 
Drive-in GUEST Costs:

Between 8-10 a.m., fly-in and drive-
in traffic can pay $12 per person (no 
additional discounts) at the gift shop 
and they can enjoy both the break-
fast, which includes delicious pastries, 
fresh fruit, breakfast meats, made to 
order omelets, and more — and tour 
the museum. For children (ages 5-12) 
not eating breakfast, $5 to enter and 
tour the museum. Wrist bands will be 
issued to indicate who can participate 
in the breakfast. The breakfast is also 
open to the public as Museum visitors 
can also attend. Breakfast for visitors 
is free with paid admission to the 
Warbird Air Museum. Please RSVP by 
phone or email. The phone number is 
(321) 268-1941 and the email address 
is Warbirds@valiantaircommand.com.

VFW Post 8191 monthly work 
day, first Saturday of the month, 9 
a.m.-noon. This is a reminder to post 
members and an invitation to Aux-
iliary members to join us. We will do 
whatever tasks the House Committee 
Chairman/Canteen Manager/Com-
mander/President have in mind that 
don’t require extensive skills. Tasks 
can include cleaning the kitchen and 
deep fat fryer, replacing the electrical 
cord on the bingo machine, replacing 
some baseboard black plastic pieces, 
placing a few more signs in our stor-
age lot, etc. on an as-necessary basis. 

For more info, visit vfw8191.org.
 
Monthly meeting, Brevard Veter-

ans Council, second Wednesday of 
the month, 9 a.m., Brevard Veterans 
Memorial Center, 400 Sykes Creek 
Parkway, Merritt Island.

Every Wednesday, second drink 
free, VFW Post 8191, noon to 2 
p.m., 4120 N. Harbor City Blvd., 
Melbourne, for those who wear a 
VFW 8191 logo hat, shirt or beer cozy. 
Reduced bar specials.

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 8191, 
third Monday of the month, 6 p.m., 
4230 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne. 
For more information, call (321) 254-
9885.

Jobs available in Brevard County, 
via Jobs: www.careersourcebrevard.
com – for local locations, visit www.
employflorida.com for job listings. 

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

Sunday, Nov. 7

3rd Annual Walk-A-Thon and 
Veterans Expo for Military Suicide 
Awareness, presented by the Gold 
Star Mothers of Indian River Coun-
ty, Inc. Registration is at 9 a.m., and 
the walk begins at 10 a.m., and will 
include the Veterans Memorial Island 
Sanctuary.

Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022

Dogs For Life, Vero Beach, will 
hold its 1st Annual Patriots for Pup-
pies, a 1940s-themed dance and 
show, from 6-9 p.m. at the Heritage 
Center in historic downtown Vero 
Beach.

  There will be live music, food and 
raffles. Tickets and sponsorship will be 
available soon. For more information, 
please visit dogsforlifevb.org.

ONGOING EVENTS

BookWorm Podcast and Radio 
Show, hosted by Ralph Nathan Oko, 
airs Saturday evenings at 9 p.m. EST 
on REAL Radio 101.7 FM and Sunday 
mornings at 6:30 a.m. EST on WAXE 
Radio 107.9 FM and 1370 AM. Pod-
casts

will be available on iHeart Radio. 
Interview guests will include authors, 
publishers, editors, readers, booksell-

ers and store owners, scholars and 
bibliophiles. Ralph Nathan Oko is cur-
rently booking interviews. To secure a 
guest spot, suggest a book to review, 
an author to interview or for sponsor-
ship information, connect with Ralph 
Nathan Oko at (954) 557-6226 or 
RalphOko@hotmail.com.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of Indian River County, first 
Wednesday of the month, 6 p.m. at 
VVIRC Office, 696 8th Court, Vero 
Beach. For more information email 
VVIRC at vvirc@comcast.net, or at our 
website VVIRC.org. You can also call us 
at (772) 794-0005.

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***

The USN Armed Guard/Merchant 
Marine Veterans of WWII Museum has 
temporarily closed due to COVID-19; 
however, the expenses are ongoing.  
We would greatly appreciate a dona-
tion from you and/or someone that 
you know who might be interested 
in helping to keep the Museum open 
and the story of the USN AG/MM 
alive. Donor names will be listed on 
the Museum Honor Roll for all to see. 
To receive a donation form, please 
contact C.F. “Korky” Korker, President, 
phone: 772-571-0230, or E-mail: 
korkykorker@gmail.com

U.S. Navy Armed Guard World 
War II Veterans, monthly breakfast 
meeting, third Saturday of the 
month, 9 a.m. at Marsh Landing 
Restaurant, 44 North Broadway, 
Fellsmere. Interesting and informa-
tive speakers at each meeting.

Please try and get to the restaurant 
early so you can get your order in 
before the kitchen gets busy. A lot of 
work was accomplished over the sum-
mer at the USNAG & MM Museum.

Come and enjoy the camaraderie 
of your old buddies and meet some 
new ones. Everyone is welcome at our 
meetings, so please bring a friend. 
For anybody that needs a ride to the 
meetings, please call Korky at (772) 
571-0230.

Please note: Meetings are held 
September through May. There are no 
meetings June through August.

 
Korean War Veterans Association, 

Chapter 318, meets first Thursday 
of the month, 11 a.m.-noon, at Vero 
Beach Veterans, Inc. 2500 15th Ave-
nue, Vero Beach.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 1038, 
6 p.m., second Wednesday of the 
month, Victory Center Military 
Store in the Vero Mall. For more 
information email vva1038@yahoo.
com or www.vvachapter1038.org or 
call 772-562-8794.

Monthly meeting, American Le-
gion Post 39, second Monday of the 
month, 1535 Old Dixie Highway, 

CALENDAR

See CALENDAR page 6  

Please visit www.VeteranVoiceWeekly.com 
to submit Calendar events at least 2 weeks 

in advance, so that we may ensure your 
events receive timely publication.
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David Vergun
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

  The Defense Department 
and the nation celebrate 
National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.
  It’s a time to reflect on the 

contributions and sacrifices 
Hispanics have made to the 
United States, not just in the 
military, but in all walks of 
life.
  A significant number of His-

panics have served in all of the 
nation’s wars beginning with 
the Revolutionary War.
  Sixty-one service members 

of Hispanic or Latino heritage 
have been awarded the Medal 
of Honor, the highest medal 
for valor. Two were Sailors, 13 
Marines and 46 Soldiers.
  Their stories of heroism are 

many. Here are two.

Marcelino Serna

  Marcelino Serna emigrated 
from Mexico to Texas in 1916. 
Although he was a Mexican 
citizen, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Army when World War I start-
ed April 2017. His request 
to enlist was granted and he 
was later shipped with other 
Soldiers to the battlefields of 
France.
  Serna’s unit, Company B, 

355th Infantry Regiment, 
89th Division, was engaged 
in heavy fighting in the 
Meuse-Argonne region, Sept. 
12, 1918.
  During that day, Serna, a 

private, wounded a German 
sniper with his Enfield ri-
fle and then advanced to an 
enemy trench where he threw 
three grenades, resulting in 
the death of 26 enemy and the 
capture of 24.
  On Nov. 7, 1918, Serna was 

wounded in both of his legs 
by sniper fire. Fighting ended 
four days later on Nov. 11, 
when the armistice was de-
clared. 
  During his recovery, Army 

Gen. John J. Pershing, com-
mander of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces, pinned a 
Distinguished Service Cross to 
his uniform. He was the first 

Hispanic American to receive 
the DSC, the second highest 
medal for valor. 
  Ferdinand Foch, the su-

preme commander of the 
allied forces, awarded Serna 
the French Croix de Guerre for 
bravery.
  In 1924, Serna became a 

U.S. citizen and settled in El 
Paso, where he died in 1992 at 
the age of 95.
  On Sept. 29, 2016, the 

United States designated the 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion Port of Entry at Tornillo, 
Texas, as the “Marcelino Serna 
Port of Entry.”

David B. Barkley Cantu

  Army Pvt. David B. Bark-
ley Cantu, also served in the 
89th Division in France during 
World War I and was Hispanic.
  On Nov. 9, 1918, he and 

another Soldier volunteered to 
swim across the Meuse Riv-
er near Pouilly-sur-Meuse to 
get behind German lines and 
gather information about troop 
strength. On his return trip, 
he got cramps while swimming 
and drowned. The other Sol-
dier made it back to his unit 
and provided the commander 
with the intelligence the two 
had gathered.
  For his bravery, Cantu was 

posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor. Also, France 
awarded him the Croix de 
Guerre, and Italy the Croce al 
Merito di Guerra.

National Hispanic 
Heritage Month

  Hispanic Heritage Month 
began as Hispanic Heritage 
Week in 1968 when President 

Lyndon Johnson signed the 
observance into law. 
  National Hispanic Heritage 

Month was first proclaimed by 
President George H. W. Bush 
in 1989.
  The Sept. 15 start of the 

heritage month is significant 
because it is the anniversary 
of independence for the Latin 
American countries of Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatema-
la, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Mexico and Chile, which 
celebrate their independence 
days on Sept. 16 and Sept. 18, 
respectively. Also, Columbus 
Day or Día de la Raza, which 
is Oct. 12, falls within this 30-
day period.
  Those who claim to be 

Latino or Hispanic make up 
17.6% of the active duty force, 
numbering 235,972 as of July 
2021, according to the De-
fense Manpower Data Center. 
  The 2020 U.S. Census 

Bureau report indicated that 
Hispanics or Latinos make up 
18.7% of the total U.S. popu-
lation. 
  The Hispanic or Latino 

population was 62.1 million in 
2020. The Hispanic or Latino 
population grew 23% between 
2010 and 2020, according to 
the Census Bureau.

DOD celebrates National Hispanic Heritage Month recognizing crucial 
role these Americans played in history, earning highest honors 

Esperanza!

LEFT:  Department of Defense Graphic

ABOVE:  Source: Library of Congress
Army Pvt. Marcelino Serna and hero 
of World War I is shown in a 1919 
newspaper drawing.
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By Stan Popovich
FOR VETERAN VOICE

  Do you ever get stuck in the 
vicious cycle of worry and fear 
in your life? As a published 
author of a managing-fear book, 
I struggled with fear and anxiety 
for more than 20 years. 
  Here is a brief summary of 

what I did to overcome the cycle 
of fear and anxiety in my life.

1. I got advice from the pro-
fessionals: The first thing I did 
was to talk to various counsel-
ors since they know how to con-
quer fear and anxiety. When-
ever I talked to the counselors, 
I would bring a notebook and 
take notes so I would not forget 
the advice that was given to me.

2. I became an expert on 
dealing with fear and anxi-
ety: I did everything possible 
to learn as much as I could in 
removing my fears and anxieties 
in my life. I talked to profession-
als, read books, joined support 
groups, and learned from my 
experiences.

3. I surrounded myself with 
helpful people: I made it a hab-
it of surrounding myself with 
supportive people who under-
stood what I was going through. 

This really helped me out when 
I was really struggling with my 
anxieties and stresses.

4. I learned how to manage 
my fearful thoughts: The key 
in getting the edge off of your 
anxieties is by managing your 
fearful thinking. Whenever I 
would get a negative and fearful 
thought, I would challenge that 
thought with positive state-
ments and realistic thinking. I 
also made it a habit to focus on 
the facts of my current situation 
and not on my negative think-
ing.

5. I was persistent: There 
were times I felt like giving up 
because my fears and anxieties 
were so powerful, and I didn’t 
know what to do. I worried 
about what would happen and 
that just made my fears that 
much stronger. During those 
times, I would consult with a 
professional and I made it a 
point to learn from my experi-
ences so that I would be better 
able to handle these situations 
in the future.

6. I did not make excuses: 
With a lot of practice, I became 
very good at reducing my fears 
and anxieties. I realized that the 
answers to my problems were 
out there; however, it was up 
to me to find those techniques 
that would get my life back on 
track. Making excuses would 
not improve my situation.

7. I realized that you can’t 
predict the future: I realized 
that there are always factors 
and circumstances that I can-
not predict or anticipate that 
could make a difference in my 
stressful and fearful situations. 
A person may be 99% correct 
in predicting the future, but all 
it takes is that 1% to make a 
difference. The key is to focus 
on the present.

8. I made the choice to get 
better: You have to make the 
effort to find the answers to 
overcome your situation.  It will 
not always be easy, but you 
can overcome the cycle of fear 
and worry with hard work and 
a willingness to learn from your 
everyday experiences. It is im-
portant not to give up.

  Stan Popovich is a Penn State 
graduate and the nationally 
known anxiety author of “A 
Layman’s Guide to Managing 
Fear”— an easy-to-read over-
coming anxiety book that’s 
helped thousands of people to 
confidently manage their per-
sistent fears and anxieties. Stan 
has more than 20 years of per-
sonal experience in dealing with 
fear and anxiety. For more free 
mental health advice visit Stan’s 
website at managingfear.com 
and read Stan’s articles and his 
blog. The above is not intended 
to be a substitute for profession-
al medical advice, diagnosis, or 
treatment. Mr. Popovich is not 
a medical professional. Always 
seek the advice of your physi-
cian or other qualified health 
providers with any questions 
you may have regarding a med-
ical condition. Never disregard 
professional medical advice or 
delay in seeking it because of 
something you have read here.

How I Overcame The Vicious 
Cycle Of Worry And Fear 

Stan Popovich
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Vero Beach. E-board meeting begins 
at 6 p.m., followed by general mem-
bership meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Monthly meeting, Veterans Coun-
cil of Indian River County, first 
Wednesday of the month, 1 p.m., 
County Administration Complex, 
Building B.

Monthly meeting, Indian River De-
tachment of Marine Corps League, 
fourth Thursday of the month, 7 
p.m., at the Victory Center in Indian 
River Mall.

PTSD Support And Recovery meet-
ings, every Monday, 7 p.m., Dogs 
For Life Administration Building, 
1230 16th Avenue, Vero Beach. 
Military licensed health professionals 
are facilitators. For more information, 
contact Dogs For Life Service Dog 
Training Center at (772) 567-8969

or visit www.dogsforlifevb.org. 

ST. LUCIE COUNTY

DATED EVENTS

Sunday, Sept. 26

Gold Star Families Monument on 
Veterans Memorial Hwy. will be the 
location for their annual Gold Star 
Families Day Memorial at 3 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

Monthly Meeting, Military Officer’s 
Association of Port Lucie County, all 
officers from all branches of service are 
invited to meet fellow officers and learn 
latest military news. For information call 
Col. Martin Rosen at 772-233-0691.

Air Force Sergeants Association, 
Elmer Andrews Chapter 564, meets 
on the first Tuesday of January, 
March, May, July, September, and 
November at 12:30 p.m., DAV Hall 
Post 113, 1150 California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. For more information, call (772) 
342-2653.

Welcome Korean Defense Vets — 
Monthly Meeting, Korean War Vet-
erans Treasure Coast Chapter 106, 
third Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. 
at the Botanical Gardens, 2410 SE 
Westmoreland Blvd, Port St. Lucie. 
Come early and enjoy coffee and do-
nuts with your fellow Vets. For more 
information, contact Harold Trieber at 
(561) 568-9347. 

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veter-
ans of America Michael F. Bradley 
Chapter 566, St. Lucie County, third 
Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., DAV 
Hall, 1150 SW California Blvd., Port St. 
Lucie. For more information call (772) 
359-1607. 

Monthly meeting, Seabee Veter-
ans of America Island X-10, Amer-
ican Legion Post 40, 810 S US 1, 
Fort Pierce, fourth Saturday of the 
month. For all Seabee Veterans living 
in St. Lucie, Martin, Indian River and 
Okeechobee Counties. Meeting at 
11 a.m. For information contact Vice 
Commander Paul Wilson at (772) 209-
0570, email toolie1@comcast.net.

United Veterans of St. Lucie Coun-
ty, Inc., meeting, second Friday of 
the month, 9 a.m., DAV Post 113, 
1150 California Blvd., Port St. Lucie.

Bingo, every Friday, 6:45 p.m., DAV 
Chapter 113, 1150 S.W. California 
Blvd., Port St. Lucie. Come on out 
and enjoy some fellowship, help 
benefit area Veterans and have fun at 
the same time. For more information, 
email clavalle567@att.net.

Monthly meeting, Jack Ivy 666 
Detachment, Marine Corps League, 
first Monday of the month, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post 318, 1000 
Savannas Club Blvd., Port St. Lucie. 
All Marines, Navy corpsmen and chap-
lains welcome.

Bi-monthly meetings, Air Force 
Sergeants’ Association, Chapter 564 
(January, March, May, July, Septem-
ber, November), 12:30 p.m., DAV Hall 
Post 113, 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie. For more information, 
call (772) 342-2653.

American Legion Post 318 Honor 
Guard meets bi-monthly on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m., 1000 Savanna 
Club Road, Port St. Lucie. Meetings 
usually last about an hour. Anyone 
interested is joining the Honor Guard 
may attend a meeting to see if this 
is something of which you would be 
proud to be a part.

Monthly meeting, DAV Chapter 
113, third Wednesday of the month, 
7 p.m., 1150 SW California Blvd., 
Port St. Lucie.

For more information, call (772) 342-
2653.  

MARTIN COUNTY

DATED EVENTS

Thanksgiving Weekend

Reverence Motorcycle Association 
Presents The Vietnam & War on 
Terrorism Tribute Walls coming to 
The Elliott Museum in Stuart this 
Thanksgiving weekend, November 
26th, 27th & 28th. These Tribute Walls 
are inscribed with the ever-growing 
list of Heroes who have given ev-
erything in service to their country, 
including the Vietnam War, and the 
War on Terrorism. The event is free 
and open to the public.

  We still need sponsors and volun-

CALENDAR
from page 2

teers who wish to participate.
  We will have 9/11 & War on Terror 

Tribute Car, Vietnam Tribute Motorcy-
cle, Military Vehicles & Displays, Vet-
erans Organizations & Sponsor Tents, 
Vendors, Food Trucks, & Guest Speak-
ers throughout the day on Saturday. 

 
For more information, please email 

RevRidersTC@Gmail.com.

Hours of Operation: Tuesday-Thurs-
day, 10 a.m.-2 p,m., Friday, By Ap-
pointment Only.

Pantry contains non-perishable food 
items, toiletries, frozen meat and fresh 
food.

 
The Road To Victory Military 

Museum, a not for profit 501(c)(3) 
museum run by volunteers, is open 
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., and 
weekdays by appointment, for indi-
viduals, groups, and school classes 
upon request. The RTVMM is located 
at 319 SE Stypmann Blvd., Stuart, 
within Memorial Park. The museum 
collects & displays Veteran memora-
bilia, military artifacts, weapons, and 
vehicles. Please call 772-210-4283 
to leave a message or call 703-835-
4166 to schedule an appointment. All 
military-related donations are appre-
ciated. Free admission, but donations 
are always appreciated. Volunteers are 
needed and encouraged. Please give 
us a call if interested.

Reverence Motorcycle Association 
Inc., first Thursday of the month, 
6 p.m., Stuart-Jensen Elks Lodge, 
1001 S. Kanner Highway, Stuart. For 
more info please contact: Scott Guntz 
at RevRidersTC@Gmail.com.

House A Vet, weekly food pantry 
NOTE: During coronavirus crisis, visit 
by appointment only. Contact Direc-
tor Kevin Donahue at email below. 
Normal hours are Tuesday 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., Wednesday 1 p.m.-4 p.m., Thurs-
day 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.

VA Representative Melanie Swenkie 
will be at House A Vet every Wednes-
day from 10 am -2 pm for homeless 
Veterans, 1-4 p.m., bring ID, 490 
Monterey Road. Drop off donations 
of canned meals like Dinty Moore or 
baby wipes. For more information 
email director Kevin Donahue at  hou-
seavet.org@gmail.com.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Chapter 1041, 
first Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m., 
Sewall’s Point Town Hall. 

Monthly meeting, AMVETS Post 
92, second Sunday of the month, 
noon, 747 NE Dixie Hwy., Jensen 
Beach.

  Post activities include:
Taco Thursdays, starting at 6 p.m., 2 

tacos for $5 or 1 burrito for $6.
  “Show Me the Money,” bingo, Satur-

days from 1-3 p.m.
Monday Crockpot Lunch with Kim. 

Every other Friday, Karaoke with Matt, 
7-11 p.m.

Sunday Brunch, 8 a.m.-noon.

VOLUSIA COUNTY

ONGOING EVENTS

Monthly meeting, first Tuesday 
of the month, 7 p.m., Walt Zack 
Memorial American Legion Post 
270, 119 Howes St., Port Orange. For 
more information call (386) 788-6800 
or email americanlegionpost270fl@
gmail.com.

Monthly meeting, Vietnam Veter-
ans Chapter 1048, third Thursday 
of the month, 6 p.m., social hour at 
5 p.m. at VFW Post 3282, 5830 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange. For more 
information call 386-441-6022.

Pool and poker, every Tuesday, 6 
p.m., VFW Post 3282, 5810 S. Wil-
liamson Blvd., Port Orange.

Canteen hours, VFW Post 8093, 
351 S. Charles Richard Beall Blvd., 
DeBary: Sunday-Thursday, 10:30 a.m. 
– midnight; Friday and Saturday, 10:30 
a.m. – 2 p.m.;

Happy hours: 7 days a week from 3- 6 
p.m. Canteen telephone number is 
(386) 668-8640.

Acupuncture for Veterans, avail-
able on both east and west sides of 
county:

On the East Side:  Veterans Acupunc-
ture Clinic 112 Orange Avenue, Ste. 
204, Daytona Beach, (386) 944-5855 
every Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. 
On the West Side:  Volusia Military 
Acupuncture Project, Deland Lions 
Club, 400 North Garfield Avenue, 
Deland, from 6-9 p.m. Contact is 
Mackenzie Muir at (386) 848-0035.

SEMINOLE COUNTY

ONGOING EVENTS

Monthly meeting, VFW Post 
10139, third Monday of the month, 
7 p.m., 300 Lake Mills Ave., Chuluota.

Got a new address?
Send us your new one.  

                                                            Change@VeteranVoiceWeekly.com
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The Air Force Air Demonstration Squad-
ron is taking the thunder to the Orlando 
Sanford International Airport on Oct. 16-
17 for the second annual Central Florida 
Air and Space Show. 
“The featured performer is the Thun-

derbirds,” said Chris Dirato, director of 
public relations. 
Tickets won’t be available at the gate, due 

to the persisting SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 
pandemic. Tickets and show information 
are available at www.airandspaceshow.
com, or by calling (407) 442-1786. 
The airport is on Red Cleveland Boule-

vard off E. Lake Mary Boulevard in San-
ford. It was once the Naval Air Station 
Sanford, a Master Jet Base for nuclear 
attack aircraft. At one time, too, due to 
special weapons storage, it was home to 
the Marine Corps Barracks Sanford. 

World War II 

Like a lot of community airports in Flor-
ida, Sanford’s became a training base 
during World War II. Also like a lot of 
community airports in Florida, Sanford 
was placed in caretaker status after the 
war. However, unlike most in the state, 
Sanford was recommissioned a few years 
later. It became the Naval Auxiliary Air 
Station Sanford, but would later regain 
NAS status. 
NAS Sanford was commissioned on Nov. 

3, 1942. At its peak there were about 
1,800 Navy and Marine Corps personnel 
at the base. Among the planes aviators 

trained in were: PV-1 Venturas; PBO 
Hudsons; SNB-2 Kansans; and later F4F 
and F6F Hellcats. 
In addition, from 1943 to 1945 Sanford 

served as a training facility for 150 mem-
bers of the Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service, the Naval Women’s 
Reserve remembered as the WAVES. 
Sanford also served as a fresh and fro-

zen vegetable hub for the Navy during the 
war. The base was decommissioned in 
May of 1946.  

1950s-1960s 

The Navy recommissioned the base in 
1950, due to the Korean War and esca-
lating Cold War with the Soviet Union 
and other communist nations. It was now 
home to AD Skyraiders and AJ Savag-
es. Both were piston-powered, propeller 
craft, although the Savages had a turbo-
jet for extra umph when needed. 
As the 1950s progressed, the Navy made 

upgrades to turn Sanford into a Master 
Jet Base for the A3D Skywarriors, and 
F9F-T Cougars, along with the prop-jet 
hybrid P2V-3W Neptunes. 
One of the A3D Skywarrior pilots who 

trained at Sanford was Lt. Cmdr. Robert 
Ramey. In June of 1958 he was flying over 
the northwestern part of Volusia County 
when something on the plane exploded. 
The explosion caused the tail section of 
the plane to start ripping off. Ramey opted 
to keep at the stick to give two crewmem-
bers time to parachute out and to ensure 
no one on the ground was hurt. He died 
when he crashed near Seville.
In 1959 NAS Sanford was dedicated as 

Ramey Field. 

NAS Sanford-based squadrons deployed 
to carriers around the world, and later to 
the Vietnam War. 
Congress directed the closure of NAS 

Sanford in 1968. The Navy turned over 
the airport to the City of Sanford in 1969.  

Today 

The Sanford Airport Memorial Commit-
tee honors the airport’s military history. 
In 2003 the committee dedicated the NAS 
Sanford Memorial Park near the airport’s 
entrance. As people head in to catch 
flights, they’re greeted by a RA-5C Vigi-
lante on display. 
The airport’s recent terminal expansion 

included the display of a PV-1 Ventura. 
Volunteers went to California to disman-
tle and take the plane to Sanford where it 
was rebuilt and restored. 

Airshow 

Dirato said the Central Florida Air and 
Space Show cranked up last year. 
“It’s an event that’s patriotic with all the 

military involved,” he said. 
Gates will open at 9 a.m. on both days. 

The aerial shows will be from about 
noon to 4 p.m. weather permitting. Spe-
cific performer times will be posted at 
the show’s website about a week before 
the event. Ticket sales may be limited to 
abide by Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines. Wearing facial cov-
ers while in tighter groups is encouraged. 
General admission tickets are $29.50 a 

day. Again, tickets are only available on-
line and by phone. There will be no ticket 
sales at the gate. 

OFF WE GO Thunderbirds storming historic Sanford airport —  
Central Florida city hosted Naval air station for decades 

Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo courtesy of the Navy National Museum of Naval Aviation 
Two Navy Douglas A3D-2 Skywarriors fly over Naval Air Station Sanford in 1959. 
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What the heck is ‘Latinx’? As Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated, attempts 
to change our American brethren grow ridiculous

  You may have heard that 
a tiny percentage of academ-
ics and activists are trying to 
change the whole of the United 
States into referring to His-
panic Americans as “Latinx.” 
  That’s right. Not “Latino” or 

“Latina,” but …. X.
  I would like to reflect a bit 

on this trend. Here are my 
reasons:
  Number one, the idea was to 

gain the all-important “equi-
ty” factor among a subset of 
Americans. I will show how 
very bogus this is.
  Number two, the idea is 

also to follow other trends in 
“equalizing” our language in 
the service of “inclusivity.” I 
will also show how bogus this 
is as well.
  Number three, I will opine 

on how “Latinx,” or Madame 
X, or Doctor X, or whatever it 
is these um, educated ones 
are trying to foist upon us in 
the name of “diversity,” is not 
only bogus, but dangerous.
  Those who have been follow-

ing recent trends in schools, 
from universities on down to 
kindergarten, toward the Big 
Three Concepts — “equity, in-
clusivity and diversity” — who 
are military connected, will 
readily see what a load of bosh 
this is. At least, I hope so. If 
not, then we are all headed for 
oblivion. No pressure!

No one can even 
pronounce it, much less 
define it

  So, just how does one say 
“Latinx”? La-tinks? Lat-inks? 
Latin-X? No one knows.
  Supposedly, it is meant to 

corral all people of Hispanic 
descent under one linguistic 
umbrella. That’s right — peo-
ple from Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Mexico, Chile, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, et cet-
era, et cetera et cetera. ALL of 
whom have different cultures 
and history. Suddenly, they 

are no longer Puerto Ricans or 
Hondurans. They’re Xes.
  No way THAT is going to tick 

people off. *eye roll* Equity? 
How about “I will decide equity 
on my own without YOU.”

‘Inclusivity’

  The second leg of the mod-
ern triad of “equity, inclusivity 
and diversity” involves the 
mistaken idea that Hispanic 
Americans are somehow “mar-
ginalized” in our society.
  Some groups of immigrants 

have created angst among 
Americans (including Hispanic 
Americans) for valid reasons. 
For the most part, though, 
they are not rocking the boat. 
Rather, they are trying to work 
hard and help their families. 
We get that. The loss of jobs is 
a thorny problem we will face 
ahead. But as far as the peo-
ple go, there are no upheav-
als worthy of putting miles 
of barbed wire around the 
Capitol. And quietly, many are 
joining our armed forces.
  We have always *included* 

our Hispanic Americans, just 
as the Irish, Italians, Ger-
mans, Scandinavians and so 
many others. They are Ameri-
cans. Period, end of sentence.

And finally, ‘diversity’

  There is no other entity on 
Earth, bar none, that is more 

diverse than the United States 
armed forces. 
  According to statista.com:
  “The largest part of the pop-

ulation, about 61.3 percent, 
is composed of White Ameri-
cans. The largest minority in 
the country are Hispanics with 
a share of 17.8 percent of the 
population, followed by Black 
or African Americans with 
13.3 percent.”
  This reflects the broader 

American population. But you 
won’t see these numbers in 
the halls of academia, where 
White people permeate, and 
blame the rest of us for it.
  I submit to you that the 

United States armed forc-
es, steadily since the end 
of World War II, is the most 
diverse and well function-
ing group of Americans ever 
brought together.
  To try and force it apart is 

to bring a bad and dangerous 
division into our troops, who 
have served and loved each 
other for decades.

So, how do I know?

  I’ll tell you. 
  My Dad was an Army offi-

cer who built roads in South 
America. From shortly after I 
was born until I was 10 years 

old, I grew up with the “Xes” 
in the Republic of Panama. 
That is, people from many 
different countries who spoke 
Spanish. I went to school with 
kids from dozens of countries 
who all spoke Spanish, but 
all had their own ways of life. 
I didn’t care. These were my 
schoolmates.
  Manny Martinez brought my 

Dad some water when his ar-
tillery company was tied down 
for three days in Korea. Man-
ny wanted a beer, Dad gave 
it to him. Dad wanted water, 
and Manny gave it to him. 
They were friends for the rest 
of their lives.
  When I grew up and joined 

the Army myself, I never, ever 
thought of “diversity.” I only 
had friends. I rented an apart-
ment with “diverse” friends. I 
drank with them, cried with 
them, partied with them, did 
everything our academics 
would call “cultural appropri-
ation.”
  My Hispanic friends 

laughed.
  If you think I would equate 

a Peruvian with a Bolivian, I 
knew the difference. 
  (Peruvian joke: “Lake Titi-

caca …. Peru is Titi, Bolivia is 

Column by Mary Kemper
mkemper@veteranvoiceweekly.com

OP-ED

Mary Kemper Photo by Lee Heon-gu/Republic of Korea photo/Wikimedia Commons

On March 3, U.S.-Rok Special Forces soldiers gave friendship to strengthen ties and 
cultivate combined air intrusion capabilities at the Special Warfare Education Group 
in Gwangju City, Gyeonggi-do. Soldiers from both countries fight in front of a CH-47 
helicopter before the friendship descends from everyone from around the world.

See LATINX page 10  
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At the National Navy UDT-
SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce 
is the Navy SEAL Memorial. 
It has, among other things, 
the names of 308 Navy frog-
men who died while serving in 
support of military operations 
from 1941 to the present. 
At press time that monument 

stands to become the offi-
cial national memorial to the 
Navy’s special combatants. 
Representatives Brian Mast 
and Stephanie Murphy, whose 
districts include much of the 
Veteran Voice coverage area, 
introduced legislation that’s 
become an amendment to the 
National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, H.R. 4350, that’d give 
federal recognition to the me-
morial, making it the nation’s 
official monument to Navy 
frogmen. 
Mast is a Republican with the 

museum in his district. Mur-

phy is a Democrat whose Cen-
tral Florida district includes 
Seminole County. 
“It’s a responsibility that I 

could think of no other com-
munity that could do it better 
and that will take it more se-
riously,” Mast said on a lives-
treamed Facebook video from 
the National Navy UDT-SEAL 
Museum Memorial Dedication 
on Sept. 8. 
The NDAA is, at press time, 

scheduled for a full House 
vote. After that, the Senate will 
have its say and the bill will 
go to President Joe Biden for 
his signature. The amendment 
could be lost in the legislative 
process; however, Veteran 
Voice found no visible opposi-
tion to the amendment.  

Solidifying Fort Pierce’s 
place 

World War II-era Navy frog-
man Albert Stankie started 
what’d become the UDT-SEAL 
museum in the 1980s. He died 

in 2010. According to newspa-
per obituaries, he was listed 
as museum member No. 1. 
The part-time Hutchinson 

Island resident thought Fort 
Pierce was the logical place to 
celebrate and memorialize the 
history of the Navy’s special 
warfare. That’s because the 
joint Army/Navy Amphibi-
ous Scout and Raider School 
— the first predecessors to 
today’s SEALS — was in Fort 
Pierce during World War II.  
However, Little Creek, Va., 

also stakes a claim to being 
the birthplace of the Navy 
frogmen and is home to the 
Naval Amphibious Base Little 
Creek. There’ve been inter-
mittent calls for the nation’s 
official SEAL museum to be 
located at Coronado, Calif., 
or Virginia. The Fort Pierce 
Museum received congressio-
nal recognition as a national 
museum in 2008. 
The museum did work with 

the City of Virginia Beach to 
erect a Naked Warrior monu-
ment there in 2017. There’s a 

similar monument at the Fort 
Pierce museum. 

Memorial 

Along with the UDT-SEAL 
Memorial at the museum there 
is the K9 Memorial, a Living 
Beach which is scuba tanks 
filled with sand from various 
places Navy special warfare 
personnel have fought, and 
the Memorial Garden, which 
features botanicals from 
places they’ve died. The NDAA 
amendment will, if passed by 
Congress and signed by the 
president, include the Memori-
al Garden, and K9 Memorial. 
Among the bill’s co-spon-

sors is Rep. and Col. Michael 
Waltz. In addition to serving 
in the Special Forces in the 
Florida National Guard, Waltz 
represents Volusia County, 
part of the Veteran Voice cov-
erage area. 
The museum and memori-

als are at 3300 N. A1A, North 
Hutchinson Island. 

Congress moves to give federal recognition 
to Fort Pierce SEAL monument
Patrick McCallister
FOR VETERAN VOICE

pmccallister@veteranvoiceweekly.com

Photo courtesy of Rep. Brian Mast’s Facebook page 
Rep. Brian Mast spoke at the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum Memorial Dedication on Sept. 8. Representatives Stephanie Murphy and Mast introduced a bipartisan bill to 
give federal recognition to the memorial. 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

  Entrance fees for the National Park 
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and standard amenity recreation 
fees for the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Forest 
Service and U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers sites are waived for current Military 
Service-members and their dependents, 
Veterans and Gold Star Families.
  They now have free access to approxi-

mately 2,000 public locations spread out 
across more than 400 million acres of 
public lands, which host activities to fit 
any lifestyle, from serene to high octane, 
including hiking, fishing, paddling, bik-
ing, hunting, stargazing, camping, and 
much more.

Are you eligible?

  For purposes of this program, a Vet-
eran is identified as an individual who 
has served in the United States Armed 
Forces, including the National Guard and 
Reserves, and is able to present one of 
the following forms of valid (unexpired) 
identification:

-Department of Defense Identification 
Card

-Veteran Health Identification Card 
(VHIC)
-Veteran ID Card
-Veterans designation on a state-issued 

U.S. driver’s license or identification card
-Gold Star Families are next of kin of a 

member of the United States Armed Forc-
es who lost his or her life in a “qualifying 
situation,” such as a war, an internation-
al terrorist attack, or a military operation 
outside of the United States while serving 
with the United States Armed Forces.
  The America the Beautiful – the Nation-

al Parks and Federal Recreational Lands 
Pass (Interagency Pass) Program
The Interagency Pass Program already 

includes a free annual pass for active-du-
ty members of the U.S. Military and 
their dependents. Current Military Ser-
vice-members must show a valid (unex-
pired) Department of Defense ID. Depen-
dents of current Service-members must 
show a valid (unexpired) DD Form 1173 
AD or DEC.

Outgrowth of Military Pass

  The annual Military Pass has been 
expanded to include Veterans and Gold 
Star Family members. Other free or dis-
counted passes, including some lifetime 
passes, are available for persons with 
permanent disabilities, fourth-grade stu-

dents, volunteers, and senior citizens age 
62 years or older.
  

How to get your Interagency Pass

  Interagency Passes can be obtained in 
person while visiting a participating site. 
Visit Places to Get Interagency Passes for 
a searchable list and be sure to contact 
the site before you go, to make sure they 
are open and have passes in stock.  In 
addition, Military passes, as well as those 
for seniors and persons with permanent 
disabilities, are available online through 
the USGS Online Store.
  For more information about eligibility 

and passes, visit Free Entrance to Na-
tional Parks for Veterans and Gold Star 
Families (U.S. National Park Service) 
(nps.gov).
  The participating agencies also of-

fer several fee-free days for everyone 
throughout the year to mark days of cel-
ebration and commemoration. Examples 
of fee-free days include the birthday of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., National Public 
Lands Day, Veterans Day, and the sign-
ing of the Great American Outdoors Act.
  Fee-free days and fee policies vary 

among the agencies, so it’s best to check 
the agency website or contact the site you 
plan to visit in advance of your trip.

Veterans can visit up to 2,000 parklands 
across the country for FREE

Photo by Michael Gabler/Wikimedia Commons

Jackson Lake Lodge outlook in the Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming, affords a view over the Willow Flats area to the majestic Grand Teton Mountain Range. This 
national park is just one of 2,000 open to Veterans and Gold Star families for FREE.






